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To the Honourable R OGE K Power OY, 
_ of Sandrid ge, in the County * De- 
von, Ea; 


Exp ect, Sir, in this Envious, Malicious 
we very Dregs of time) ſome or other ſhould 
cavil at the Title I here yield you. Let theſe 


know, you are the direct Heir of many Noble Ba- 


rons in Parliament, of your Name and Family : 
Who, as'Sir William Dugdale tells us (in his Ba- 
ronage of England) were ſuch, down to the Days 


of K. Edw. I. 


What Relation thoſe your Honourable Ance- 


ſtors had, to the Pariſh, where theſe Sermons (for 


the moſt part) were preached, may be well infer'd 
from the Denomination it ſtill retains unto this 
Day. Here from the Norman Conqueſt, had they 
their Caſtle, and their Reſidence; home to the 
Reign of K. Edw, VI. near upon 500 Years. How 
they came to be diſciz'd thereof, you can beſt in- 
form the Curious herein: Only this is obſervable, 
That that Caſtle which ſo long entertaim d its an- 
cient Lords, deligbted ſo very little in its new In- 
habitants, that Calcho rebuile and beautified by 
them at the Expence of many Thouſand Pounds) it 
never much enjoy d it ſelf ſince, and now lies bu- 
ried | in it own Ruins. 


A 2 Bur 


ing ſo Honourable a Name to ſo ſlender a Treatiſe. 


One great Motive I. muſt, and do confeſs to be this, 
That I may make a publick Recognition of thoſe- 
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The Epiſtle 8 
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But Sir, I muſt ingenuouſſy acknowledge, this 
hach been the leaſt of my Inducements, for refix- 


many Favours I have received at your hands. Cour- 
teſy and. Sweetneſs carry their own Reward. and 


Applaſc with them: While Pride and Haughtineſs 
(the Parent of implacable Malice and Oppreſſion) 
expoſe the Greateſt to Scorn.and Hatred: But the 
chiefeſt Inducement of all is, That you and your 


Family, have always been great Encouragers, as 


well by Example as Authority (when you were De- 

puty- Lieutenant, and Juſtice of Peace for this 

County) of che great Duties here propoſed. 
What of Rudeneſs Thereby commit, I doubt not 


but your generous Diſpoſition, will eaſily excuſe, 
eſpecially when it ſhall be conſider d, That this is 


humbly preſented you, to be a laſting Teſtimony, 
to all the World, how very much I am, 


Feb. 26th, > 


. 


Your Obliged 
and 4 Fectionate F riend and Servant; 


Jo HN PRINCE. 
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To THE 8 


INHABITANTS 


BERRT-POIR OL. 


Got if DEVON. 


Health and Salvation. 


My much reſpected Friends; ; 


HIS following Diſcourſe, you may remember, was 
moſtly 21 on Preach'd to your * I at this time 
1 Prone of it, here Preach it to your Eyes ; I pray God 

Preach it to your hearts. Nom this wa y of Preaching, though 

it may want it in ſome, hath the Advantage of of the other in this 

reſpe#, That what is thus delivered, e, moſt permanent 


and laſting. The F off like an abortive Birth,. often dies 
in the Delivery : This like a mature one, may furvive unto + 


Old Age. So true is that of the Poet. 


Vox audita perit: Sed litera ſcripta manebit. 


Words ſpoken, die and prove in vain : 8 
But written Words, will long remain. 3 
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I -muſt confeſs, I ſbould 


to this trouble, if theſe Sermons had their-due-effet in the 


Delivery: Which not happening to my Expect ation, I cant 
tell, ho thus laid before your Eyes, but by God's Bleſſang, 
they may prove happily Influential towards the Eternal Intereſt, 
both of youthat did, and thoſe that did not hear them. If 
there be any 1 74 throughout the whole Treatiſe, which 
may ſound too harſh or ſevere, I here deſire, they may not be 


interpreted, as a-delignd RefleFion, upon any Perſon, or 
Party, whatſoever : Only as the Emanation of my Zeal, to- 
wards God's Publick-Worſbip, and your |Velfare. | 


But then, to deal faithfully with you, as becomes me, there 
is one thing, which hath often occaſion d great Trouble to me, 
and that is ( notwithſtanding my earneſt Perſwaſtons to the 
contrary) your late coming to God's Worſhip and Service 
in his Houſe. This perhaps, may not be lookd agen as a 
Fault, either by your ſelves, or moſt other People, in this 
profane and irreligious ge who commonly miſtake in their © 


Notion, about this Matter, and think they dont come late, 


or that late coming is not ſo great an Offence. Whereas I 
call that late, when you don't come to the very beginning 


of God's Worſhip and Service For they who affected 


ly come 
after that, come too late. This 3s founded on good Beal 


as you. your ſelves will acknowledge, when you conſider, hat 


our Church hath ſo order'd. the matter, that ſome of the 
moſt important Parts of Prayer, are placed in the very be- 
ginning of the Service. So that if you are not careful, to 
come ſoon enough, to make an humble Confeſſion of your 


Sins upon your Knees, you can't expect the Benefit and Com- 
fort of the. Abſolution, which immediately follows, and be- 
longs only to ſuch as confeſs, and forſake them. N 


4 
} 
\ , 


Beſedes, were there no other Inconveniencies herein, this, 
methinks, were enough to induce civiliz'd and well bred 
People, to an Amendment of ſo ill a Practice, That by your 
late coming, you do not only affront Almighty God, in his 


OWN 


own Houſe, and "offend the Congregation, but be come gully 
efore 


and make it alſo my Requeſt That you never make the 


n 
God's Publick Wodſhip, a, know 1 


1 
not diſcourage your ſerious Peruſal hereof, even at ſueh times 


alſo. 


And now, what I have farther to entreat of you, my dearly 
beloved and longed for (to ſalute you in the Apoſile's words) 
is this, That you would accept of my Endeavours herein, * 

the 


* 
i 1 * 


* 
— 


| the, ſame hearty and reciprocal Aﬀe@ions. wherewithal, th 
Þ * r 4s, "FOR 
15 i tender d to you. "Tis the beſt Token I have, at this time, 
| | to preſent you with ; which I defere alſo, may ever remain a 

| laſting Memeorial.of my earneſt Care for your everlaſting Hap- 
| | 845 when I am laid in the duſt. and ſhall be no more. That aj 
U | a would bleſs you who are my Friends, and reward your ? 
| Labour of Love, ſeven- fold into your Boſoms ; that God 
j would convert thoſe who are ( ſo unjuſtly ) mine Enemies, and 

j =, rebuke that Spirit of Malice and Falſeneſs, which is gone 

ll ? out into the World, is the hearty Prayer of | 

1 3 Your moſt Affectionate Servant, 

f N ridge Houſe | 

it B- Pen- in all Chriſtian Offices, 

| "roy, Jan. 20. | | | yy | Fa 
1700. Ny {1 | | A 0 | i 
SS 838 8 1 4 
4 _ 1 OS ” | . 
i" $4 OED 1 TE 

| I 1 is in the Preſs, at Exeter, and almoſt quite Finiſh'd, 

| I by the ſame Author — Darmonii Orientales Illuſtres — Or 

; ' «the Worthies of Devon: A Work wherein the Lives and For- 

| ttnnes of the moſt Famous Divines, States: men, Sword-men, Phy- 

[4 ficians, Writers, and other Eminent Perſons, Natives of that 

; moſt Noble Province; from before the Norman Conqueſt, down 

ö to the preſent Age, are memoriz d in an Alphabetical Order. In 

0 which is an Account given, not only of * divers" moſt Eminent 

| Perſons, not hitherto memoriz d, but che Antiquity of many Fa- 


milies, their Seats and Habitations, the Diſtances they bear from 


the next great Towns, with many other things, no leſs Profi- 
table than Pleaſant. | 4 ws | 
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Ps8art. LXXXIV. Ver 1. 
How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord 


of Foſts ! 


Eople are apt to flatter themſelves, with vain Imaginations, that 

they ſhall be able to anſwer it to God Almighty well enough, 
however they ſlight his Statutes, contemn his Ordinances, or 
neglect his Tabernacles; although they ſhall frequent them, 


then only, when they have no worldly Affairs, no ſenſual Deſigns, 


to gratifie or follow. But how vaſtly wide theirs is from holy Da- 
vid's Temper and Diſpoſition herein, you may eaſily obſerve, from 
that Rapture of Affection, he breaks out into, in theſe Words — 
How amiable are thy——- | 

"Tis poſſible ſome of you may begin to apprehend what my De- 
ſign is, in handling this Subject at this time; that 'tis ro perſwade 
Chriſtians to a more Conſtant, Early, Unanimous Attendance, on the 
Publick Worſhip and Service of God, celebrated in his own Houle, 
than what formerly they were wont to make: And truly, I muſt ac- 
knowledge that ſo it is. 

©. But then ſome may be ready to ask, Why ? To what purpoſe? 
Have not you Rey, and many others, with utmoſt Farneltneſs, 
often preſſed on this Duty? And do you find, that any do frequent, 
or attend upon the Ordinances of the Goſpel, better than they did 


before ? 


A. For Anſwer, I muſt, with much Grief and Concern, own this 
to be too true: But then I muſt tell you alſo, that I think my felt 
oblig'd, to inſiſt the oftner, and the longer, on theſe Neceſſary Points, 
for this very Reaſon, becauſe they are ſo much and ſo generally neg- 
lected, and diſregarded. To ſpeak therefore the ſame things to you 
(that I may here apply that of the Apoſtle) to me indeed 
1s not grievous, but for you it is ſafe. Which if L do, let Phil. 3. 1: 
none impute it to my Lazineſs, but their own Negli- 
gence: Unto whom I may reply in the Apoſtle's Words el ſe. where 
Je have compelled ne. And 1 would fain know, why I ſhould pro- 
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2 ie Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 


ceed, to any other Duty, before I ſee that you have more thoroughly 


Learned this in hand ? how can I hope, you will be more profited by 


any other Subject, ſo long as I find this pleaſant and delightſome one, 


thus openly neglected? Were you of the Royal P/a/miſt his Mind 
and Conſtitution, there would be nothing more ſweet, nothing more 
deſireable to you, than to go to the Houſe of the Lord, and to wait 
upon God in his Tabernacles : Then alſo, would you break ont, in 
thoſe pathetical Words of his, — How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O 
Lord of Hoſts ! 
Here, betore I proceed to the Words themſelves, it may be proper 
enough, to ſpeak ſomething as to the occaſion of them. Some ſup. 
pole this P/a/m. was compoſed by David, at the time 
Mol. in Loc. he was perſecuted by Sau; and wandered up and down, 
having no certain abiding Place. Others, that 'twas 
written, at the time, when he was vexed by Wars : By reaſon where- 


of, he was compelled to be often abſent from the Lord's Tabernacle. 


Which Wars indeed, were troubleſome and afflictive to him, upon no 
account ſo much, as for that they kept him from the Hou/e of God, 
and tbe Place where his Honour dwelt. So that he complains of this, 
as his greateſt Misfortune, that he could not be ſo happy as the Spar- 


. row or Swallow, which might make their Neſts, and lay their young, 


near the Altar of God. This makes him break out into that paſſionate 
Strain, in my Text, like one dying away with Love and Wonder — 
O how amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! | 
From which Words, I ſhall lay before you this Ohſervation, as the 
Subject of my following Diſcourſe; | 
Ob/erv. That the Tabernacles-of God are tranfcendently Amiable 
and Lovely. O how amiable. | 


What of Exp/ication, (in reſpect to the Terms of my Text) or Con. 


frmation (of what I have here advanced) is needful at this time, I 


_ lay before you, in a diſtindt handling of the following Parti- 
culars. 

1. I ſhall conſider, what is here ſpoken of; a Tabernacle. 

2. Whoſe Tabernacle it is;—Thy Tabernacle O Lord of Hoſts ! 


3. What is ſpoken of it; That it is Amzable, tranicendently Am:- 
able; How amiable ! 


4. To whom it is—To David and ſuch as he. e's 


5. Why and upon what account it is fo. With the Diſpatch 
whereot 1 ſhall proceed. 


Laſtly, To a more particular App/ication. of the whole. 
1. Firſt then, Jam to confider, what the P/a/miſt is here ſpeaking 
of, a Tabernacle. The Word hath various Significations, as it is ap- 


plied; but properly it imports no more than a Booth, or Shed, 65 
| bilion, 
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and Conſecrated Places for Religious Worſhip Vindicated. 3 


vilion, made for the preſent Occaſion and Conveniency; either of 


Bong hs, or Boards, or Skins, or Cloath, or the like. Much refembling 
. thoſe Tents, which Shepherds of old, and our Soldiers now, make 
s uſe of in the Feld, for a preſent Shelter: Which, as they diſlodge, 
4 they are wont to remove, and carry away with them to another Place; 
1 being faſtned only with Cords and Staſtes down to the Earth, to which 
F agrees that of the Prophet I/az. 33. 20. Ihine Eyes ſhall ſee Jeruſalem, 


a quiet Habitation; a Tabernacle which ſhall not be taken down ;, not 
one of the Stakes thereof ſhall be remov'd, nor ſhatt any of the Cords 
thereof be broken. Where you have a ſhort Deſcription of a Taber- 
nacle, that it was a covering for the preſent Neceſſity, ſtaked down 
to the Earth, and faſtened with Cords; this in the common Accepta- 
tion of the Word, was a Tabernacle. 
But then, ſuch a tranſient, imperteQ, uncertain Place of abode as 
this, intended only for ſome Worldly Conveniency, we may well 
ſuppoſe, was not that Tabernacle, which Holy David did fo long for, 


I and was ſo Amiable in his Eyes. I proceed therefore to the 

3 2. Second thing propoſed, and that is to conſider wifat Tabernacle, 
Y or rather whoſe IJabernacle it was, which was ſo Amzable in the Eyes 
9 of David; not every, not any IJabernacle: No, it was but one only, 


and that was the Lord's Thy Tabernacle, O Lord of Hoſts. The Lord 
of Hoſts is the Title and Character, very frequently in the O Te: 
ment, of the Great God; ſo denominated from thoſe many vaſt Hoſts 
of Angels and invifible Powers, which are always enroll'd, under his 
Command, and ſtand ready fixed to execute his Will. And he had a 
peculiar Tabernacle, belonging to himſelf, free and dittin& from 
all others, as the P/a/mif? plainly tells us—1hy Tabernacles —= 
Now God's Tabernacle was the Place which he himſelf had ap- 
pointed to be built for his Peoples more ſolemn Worſhip and Service 
of him: So that if you will, you may call it the Church, or the Place 
of God's Publick Worſhip. For ſo I find among ancient Mrirers, that 
the Church is call'd a Tabernacle ; and the Learned Durandis gives 
this Etymology of it — Eceleſta dicitur Tabernaculum g. 
Iaberna Dei in qua Sacramenta Divina continent ur & 
1h zuiniſtrantur — for that it is, as it were, God's Work- 
1 houſe, where, by the Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments, and 
other bleſſed Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, he is {till graciouſly promo- 
ting, that great Work of Man's Salvation; or to intimate, that in 
this Place, the Church, Chriſtians ſhould be working out their own 
Salvation with fear and trembling. Or elſe, that in this Place, as in 
that Tavern only, where they ſhould delight, Chriſtians may find 
that true rich Vine, which alone can make glad their hearts. 
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4 Te Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 

There was then (we find) among the cus a certain holy Structure, 
call'd The Tabernacle; for that it was made to remove up and down, 
from place to place, which truly beſt ſuited to the Caſe and Condi- 
tion of God's People in the Wilderneſs ; they being ſtill in a moving 
ambulatory Poſture all the while they were there. They had then no 
fixed Temple of Stone and Timber, that was to continue in one Place; 


for they were always journey ing and travelling on, towards the pro- 
miſed Land, that flowed with Milk and Hony. 

That therefore they might not be deſtitute of a certain, known, 
PII Place of Publick Religious Worſhip, God himſelf was plea- 
ed to appoint Moſes to make him a Tabernacle; and we had the 


particular Directions that he gave about it, in the 25th and 26th 
Chapters of Exod. and ſays God, v. 8. and 9th of the 25. Chap. Let 


p 
them make me a Sanctuary (lo is the Tabernacle alſo called) that I 


may dreell among them , according to all that I ſhew thee, after the 
Pattern of the Tabernacle, and the Pattern of all the Inſtruments 
thereof, even jo ſhall ye make it. 

Now when this Taberzacle ſhould be fitted and furniſhed, accor- 
ding to God's Direction and Intention, he promiles that he will meet 
his People there; and that it ſhould be /anfified with his Glory, 
Exod. 25. 43. There will I meet the Children of I/rae/: And the 
Tabernacle thall be ſanctified by my Glory. | | 

You {&e then, that the Lord of old reſerved to himſelf a Taberna- 
cle, which he call'd his own; for the more decent and reverend Ce- 
Bas  lebration of his Publick Worſhip and Service; where 
re 1 * tor Forty Years they ſtrangely wander'd to and fro, for- 
1.8 ward and backward; as may be ſeen in Adrichomius 

* his Maps. = 

But when they came to their Journey's end, and were fixed at Hie- 
riiſalem, then was God pleaſed to build himſelf an Hoſe, in which 
he challenged a more peculiar Propriety. Good David had it in his 


2 
. 


heart, to have huilt God an Houſe; but for as much as he had been 


a Man of War, and had ſhed Blood, God would not accept of an 
Hofer, made with ſuch hands; but ſays he, Solomon (the Peaceable, 
as the Word imports) He ſha/l build an Houſe for my Name, 1 Chron. 
22.9. 10. For my Name, i. e. for the Honour of God's Name; or 
rather, that ſhall be called after God's Name; that is, God's Houſe, 
was the Temple at Hieruſalem, diſtinguith'd by the Title of God's 
Houſe ; and the lemple of the Lord, in divers Places of the Holy 
Scriptures, too many at preſent to be repeated. And we find in the 


56. Ju. 7. how the Lord challenges a Right and Property therein un. 
to himſelf; in theſe remarkable Words, Even. them will I bring 10 


ay hol Mountain; and make them Joyful in my Houſe of Prayer. And * 


Although 


"— 
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although our Bleſſed Saviour had not reſerved to himſelf an Houte 
upon Earth, where to lay his Head, as he was Man, yet he earneſtly 
alerted his Right to the Temple, as he was God; and with great 
Zeal purged it from the Abuſes and Profanations of the Jes and 
others; aud would have it to be kept ſacred, as knowing the Ori- 
ginal Deſign thereof; and unto whom it did peculiarly belong. 
God hath then a true and indefeaſable Right in thoſe Hoſes, dedica- 
ted to his Name, and ſet apart for his Service. As the P/a/mſt like+ 
wiſe poſitively aſſerts it in my Text, — Thy Tavernacles, O Lord! — 

Lou ſee then, that tho? the great God is not confin'd to Iemptes 
made with Hands, yet is he pleaſed to accept of Temper made with 
Hands, and duely dedicated to his peculiar Honour and Worſhip. 
And we may well conclude, that the Service and Devotion, paid him 
in his own Houſe, is much more acceptable to him than it would be 
elſewhere. And we may greatly fear, if for no other Reaſon, he 
may juſtly refuſe it, when it ſhall be offered him in baſe and vile 
Places, without any Neceſſity obliging thereunto. *Tis a remarkable 


* Obſervation that which Durandus tell us, * he had from 


Burchardys, that the Jews were always wont to pay * Quo ſupra. 
their Sacrifices to the Lord, in Places conſecrated to his 5 
Name. — Nec in aliis quam Deo dedicatis locis, munera Domino of- 


ferebant. Nor did they make their Offerings and Oblations in any 


other than in Places dedicated to God. 


Now this Dedication of Places and Houſes of Religious Worſhip, 
hath been always done in very ſolemn manner. Even Almighty God 


himſelf commanded Moſes that he ſhould make an anointing Oyl or 


CÞriſm, and therewith anoint the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Co- 
venant in the Dedication thereof. Whereby you ſee, it was not con- 
ſecrated only by Prayers and Sacrifices, but by the anointing with - 
Oyl alſo; and that by God's expreſs Command. Which Rite hath 
been alſo prattiled in the Cox/ecration of Chriſtian Churches; as may 
be ſeen more largely, with the manner and reaſon thereof, in the 
laſt quoted Author. 

Nor was every meer Prieſt or Presbyter allowed as ſufficient, 
among the Primitive Chriſtians, for the Conſecration of Churches : 
But that Office belong'd only to the Biſhop, as the more expreſs Re- 


Preſentative of Chrilt (1h great Biſhop of our Souls) who alone doth 


dedicate us, and our Peformances, to the Acceptation of 
God. Which was held a Matter of that Conſequence _ T Pucand. 
in the Church of Chriſt, that the.Cownci/ of Carthage 
did forbid a Prieſ to undertake ſuch an Affair, as Durandas tells us. 
That ſuch ſolemn Conſecration of Churches, was anciently pra- 
Kis' d, we have an eminent Example for it in that firſt CMiſtianm Em 
Peru 


6 The Beanty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 


erour Conſtantine the Great; who having finiſhed an Houſe for the 


ervice of God at Hieruſalem, aſſembled the greateſt part of the 
Biſhops of Chriſtendom, for the Conſecration thereof. Which thin 


they did at his Requeſt, ſome with Prayer, 

* Vit, Conſtant. I. 4. - ſotne with Sermons, ſome with Orations, as 

41, 43, 45. Lat. Edit. 15 may be ſeen in Euſebius and others. And an 
Ser Houle th d 

Jon iſt. 20 lid 2. 1e thus conſecrated was held among 

Cap. 25: Chriſtiars the moſt acceptable for God's Pub- 


| lick Service. To what a pitch of Profaneneſs 
then, are many in the preſent Age and Nation grown, who think all 


Places for Religious Worſhip, to be alike and equally Amiable? That 


a Stable or a Barn is as Holy and Good, as a conſecrated Church ? 
You may hence be convinced of your Errour and Miſtake. God hath 
in all Ages of his Church, reſerv'd to himſelf ſome peculiar Place 
above others, for his more ſolemn Publick Worſhip and Service. 
Which we may juſtly conclude, is more acceptable to him than an 


* 
other, eſpecially than any ſuch as hath been deſtinated to vile and 
mean Imployments and Utes. 


'Tis true, in time of a raging Perſecution, when the Primitive 
Chriſtians, were denied the ule of their Churches and Temples, they 
did ſerve and worſhip God as they could ; in Caves, Grotto's, and 
Subterranean Vaults. And we need not queſtion, but theſe their Ser- 
vices were acceptable to him, tho' offered up in unconſecrated Pla- 
ces. But now, when the Jehle Doors are ſet wide open, for the 
Proſejjors of the Truth, as laid down in the Goſpe/, to repair unto z 
and no one is excluded thence, but.they who wiltully ſhut out them- 
ſelves, for People in ſuch a junCture to neglect God's Houſe, and 
creep into zrhallowed Places, can we think this Practice commenda- 
ble or becoming Chriſtians? Holy David here, look'd upon the Ta- 
bernacle as amiable, (we may well conclude) becauſe it was the 
Lords, and he had a ſpecial Right therein. Thy Tabernacles -- And 
this hath led me on to the 


3. Third thing propoſed, and that is to conſider, what is here 


ipoken of God's Tabernacle, that tis Amiable! Nay, tranſcendeniſy 
Ainiable. if 


I. Firſt, That 'tis Amable. The Word fignifies Lovely, Beautiful. 
or Deſirable. This indeed was true, in a literal Signification of the 
Word. For a Structure made and adorn'd, according to the Dire- 
ction God himſelf was pleaſed to give about it, with Gold, and Sil- 


ver, and Blue, and Purple, and Precious Stones, as may 
7 up 2 be ſeen at large in the Book of Exodus aforequoted, 


T mult needs be watery, very beautiful and lovely. 
Upon your careful Peruſal whereot, you may obſerve, that God loves 


10 
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to have his Tabernacle, the Place of his Publick Worſhip and Service, 
to. be made and kept very decent and comely. 

Some there. have been, even among thoſe who would be thought 
Chriſtians of the higheſt Form, of ſo ſordid and impious Diſpoſition, 
as to think any Coſt, or rich Ornaments, beſtowed upon God's Houſe, 
to be loſt and thrown away. Nay, ſome have /ac;i/egroufly taken 
away from it thoſe Uren/ils and Adornations, which the Piety ot 
ſome good devout People have heretofore decked and beautified it 
with. Whereas when God was pleaſed to erect his Tabernacle, he 
required that every one ſhould bring, according to their Ability and 
Degree, towards the adorning as well as raiſing of it. Some, that 
could, were to bring Gold, Silver, Braſs, Blue, Purple, and fine 
Linnen : Others, who had no better, were to bring Goats hair, Rams. 
Skins dyed Red, and Badgers skins, and Shittim-wood ; as you may 
ſee in the 25. Exod. 3, 4, 5, v. All which duely put together by a cu- 
rious Artificer, would make a very Beautiful and Glorious EA . 

9: Ay! But Quorſum hec? may ſome ſay; why all this Waſte © 

A. The very Queſtion of Judas himſelf, * when he ſaw Mary 
Magdalen to take a Pound of Ointment of Spiknard, very , 
coſtly, and anoint the Feet of e. He begrudged it, Mas A 
and thought *twas all thrown away. What, as if he withJoh.1 2.4. 
had ſaid, means the Woman, thus to throw away Oint- 
ment of ſo much Value, which might be fold for ſeveral hundred 
Pence? Yet we ſee our Bleſſed Saviour was well pleaſed therewith ; 
and promiſes, that the Fame of her Pieiy ſhall reach ſo far and 
wide, as the Goſpel it ſelf. Verily I ſay unto you, whereſocver this 
Goſpel ſhall be preached, inthe whole World, there ſhall alſo this that 
this Woman hath done, be told for a Memorial of her, Mat. 26. 13. 

Thus ſome alſo, very great Zealots in our late Ci Wars, + could 
delight in demoliſhing of Churches, in defacing the Oy. 
naments, and ſpoiling or taking away thoſe things of < n en, 
Value, in Plate, Veſtments, and the like; which the ah 
Piety of former Ages had enriched them with. I pray God always 
to keep his Churches (I mean ſuch as have any thing to loſe) from. 
ſuch profane, avaritious Reformers as theſe. 


Who might too well be compared to Diony- a3 ous grave, dons 
fires the ant, that robb'd Apollo of his in Dionyſ . 


Cloak and Beard of Gold; for that it was | 
too hot, he ſaid, for the Sammer, and too cold for the Winter. || 
Julian (as I take it, it was) took away the Golden Plate from the 
Chriſtian Altars, appointed for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper: And in the room thereof, left a wooden Diſh and a profane 
Reflection upon our Saviour; indeed too profane to be repeated. 
| Some 
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8 Ne Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 
Some likewiſe, in the laſt Age, among our ſelves, defaced the Pla- 

„ conſecrated to God's Publick Service; and out of a 
ch. . * blind Zeal, thinking all Picfures to be Idols, broke and 


5 ſpoil'd the Hiſtory of the Holy Scriptures, curiouſly 
painted in ſome G/2/s Windows, which can't now be recovered ar 
any Price. | 


The Houſe of God then, the Place of his Publick Worſhip, here - 


calPd his Tabernacle, is Amiable and Lovely. Twas materially true 
among the Zeros, both in reſpect of this Tabernacle God appointed 
in the Wilderneſs, and that moſt Glorious Temple he erected in Hie- 


ruſalem Of which laſt take this brief Account, That this Temple 


was fairly built, and artificially contriv'd, of white Marble Stones, 


+ Bunt. Trav which were ſo well way 5 n'd, that a Man could not 


n perceive the Junctures The inner Walls were all 
; covered over with Cedar-wood, carv'd with Flowers of 
divers kinds, gilt all over with pure Gold, and ſet - with precious 
Stones. Inſomuch that all the Parts of the upper Roof within the 
Temple, did ſhine with the Luſtre of it . The Pave- 
188. Jad. 1 0 ment thereof, alſo was plated all over with fine Gold; fo 
2 ** * that all the Temple within, both above, under foot, 
and on every ide, was gilded clean over. Much more 
of its wonderful Luſtre and Glory may be ſeen by the Curious in the 
Fewiſh Hiſtorian. | | 
A But what is all this to us, may ſome Chriſtians ſay? Was not 
this extraordinary Glory of the Temple at Hieruſalem, only Typical 
of Heaven, and the Glories unexpreſſible of the Celeftial Canaan ? 
For Anſwer 
A. True: But what then? Are not our Chriſtian Churches in ſome 
Meaſure expreſſive of the ſame ? And doth not the Nobleneſs of the 
Palace declare the Majeſty and Grandeur of the Prince? This we 
may ſuppoſe was the reaſon, why Chriſtian Kings and Emperours 
heretofore not only endowed, but excellently adorn'd thoſe Churches 
which they builded. *Tis confiderable, when that moſt Chriſtian 
Emperour Conſtantine the 1ſt, determined to raiſe a Temple unto 
God at Zeruſalem, in the Place of the Holy Sepulchre, he gave Com- 
mand to the Magiſtrates, =— vt illud opus magnifice imprimis & 
L  ſplendide fabricandum curarent — that they ſhould take 
9 T7 _ Care it ſhould be builded ſtately and magnificently *. 
So he did alſo to Macarius Biſhop of Jeruſalem, that 
2 the Walls of the Sanctuary ſhould be made of Stone 
N ge or oliſhed with. exquiſite Artifice; and the inſide thereof 


Pillars, as Socrates teſtifies of him f. Thus noble and 
magnificent 


pag jould be ſet forth to the greateſt Luſtre by Marble 


* 
* 
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magnificent was the Emperour Fuſtinian alſo, when he erected to the 
Worſhip and Service of Jeſus Chriſt, that moſt ſplendid Temp/: at 
Conſtantinople, call'd Sancta Sophia (now in the hands of the moſt 
cruel Enemy to the Croſs of Chriſt the Tr) which the Hiſtorian 
calls — Eximium edificizm * — That ſurpaſſing Edifice; | 
of which he gives this farther Account — 2uod qguidem 28 _ 
tale fuit, quale non aliquando, viſum fuiſſet. Quodq, Or. 30. hs g * 
natu & ſplendore, adeo excelluit, uti nulla dicendi vi | 
facile explanari poſſet = Such an one, as the like is but rarely ſeen : 
Which did ſo excel in Beauty and Splendour, that it could not ea- 
ſily be expreſſed by the moſt eloquent Orator. 

Conſtantine the Good, as well as Great, thought he could not ſuth- 
ciently enrich, and adorn the Houſe of God he had raiſed to him. 
— Quanta in ipſo Templo donorum Turba, ex auro, ar- ng 
gento, precioſo Lapide, — He beſtowed ſo much Gold, j =p wow 
Silver, and precious Stones upon it, that Euſebius him- 46. OE 
{elf tells us, 1 he had written a Book of it, and dedica- 


ted it to that Emperour. 


Nay, not the Chriſtians alone, but even Infide/s and Heat hene 
have been and are, not only neat and curious but alſo generous and 
noble in their Temples and Places dedicated to their Gods. And we 
are told expreſly of the Turks l; that they - = 
are very magnificent in their Moſchs, and Sisi ADE FROM 
Edifices erected to the Honour and Service of |, 2. 25 Nein F 
God; not only in the Buildings, but in the 
Endowments of them; with ſo large Benevolences, that as ſome com- 

ute, one third of the Lands of the whole Empire, are allotted and 
et out toa Holy Uſe. Much to the ſhame of thoſe (as the ſame 
Author ſays) who pretend to the Name of Chriſtians, and yet judge 
the ſmalleſt Proportion to be too large a Competence tor thole who 


1erve at the Altar. 


So very tender and curious alſo are ſome even of the Het hen, of 
the Honour and Reverence of their Temples, that they won't ſpit in 
them; nor ſuffer Dog, no, nor Man who is not of their own Reli. 
gion, to come into them. | | 

Why Chriſtians then in this Age of the Church, ſhould nor alſo 
be very curious and magnificent in keeping and adorning their Cor/e- 
crated Churches, and Places appointed for the Worſhip and Service 
of the true God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, I can ſee no reaſon. And 
ind sed, when People can let God's Houſe be neglected, foul and fil- 
thy, this far from expreſſing either any due Awe or Reverence they 
have for God, or any true Love or Reſpect unto his Service. No. 
the Filthineſs, the Sordidneſs of the Place, ſeems an Indication of the 


$ Protanenels 


— . 
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Profaneneſs of the Worſhippers, as it ſome Bull, or Crocodile, or 


other Egyptian Beaſt, were the God that is worſhipped there. Or as 


if they thought any thing were good enough for God, 
* 2 Sam. 24. and his Service; whereas we ought to worſhip him, 


wh. not with that which colts us nothing *, but the very beſt 
of all we have | | 


Secondly, This Tabernacle the Prophet had Relation to was not 
only lovely, bur 7ranſcendently lovely: For tis not ſaid only Amable, 
but how Amiable, which is ſpoken as it were by way of Wonder, and 

pathetical Exclamarion, as the Critic f notes upon the 
i By. * place. This Interrogation is a Figure in Rhetorick, that 


94. highly ad vances and intends the Affirmation. Toto 


amiable! — 'tis as if he had ſaid, who is able to ex- 
preſs. I challenge any to declare the ſuperlative Excellency and Love- 
linefs of God's Houle: 

We ought not then to look upon the Place of God's true, reform'd, 
Publick Worſhip, to be amiable only in a low degree or meaſure 
(tho? where are they among us that do fo much as-this?) but that 
tis incomparably ſo, in the higheſt and to the laſt degree. O how 
amiable! And this leads me on unto the 8 | 

4. Fourth General propoſed, and that is to confider unto whom 
the Tabernacle of God is ſo very, ſo tranſcendently Amiable. 

2. What! Is it ſo to every one? Are all People fo affected with 
it? Do all take up ſuch a good Opinion of it? May ſome ſay. 

A. We may anſwer, alas! no. The more's the pity, there are but 
few, very few that do ſo. The matter therefore muſt be accommo- 
dated, by diſtinguiſhing, that as the World confiſts but of two 


forts of Perſons, the Good and the Bad, the Righteous and the Wic- 


ked, fo the Church viſible upon Earth, conſiſteth of two ſorts like. 
wiſe, Hypocrites and ſincere Chriſtians, Worldly Profeſſors, and 
Zealous Pracliſers. N 

1. Firft, For worldly, looſe, carnal People (however they pre- 
tend to the Name of Chriſtians yet) we know and find by Experience, 


that they don't ſee, they don't 1 05 ſuch Lovelineſs or 
Beauty in God's Tabernacle, the Place of his Publick Worſhip and 


Service. If they did, they would certainly love it, and frequent it, 


much more and much better than they do. We deſire, we endea- 


vour nothing more, than to be in the Place or the Company which 
we truly love, and is Amiable in our Eyes. The Houſe of God is 
Lovely, is Amiable, tho' Worldly People don't diſcern it, and are 
not duly affected with it. f | 

2. But then Secondly, Tho? it be not ſo to the Carnal Worldly Pro. 
feſſor, yet to the truly Righteous Sincere Chriſtian, God's Taber- 


nacle 
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nacle is highly lovely: It was fo to David, and it is ſo to ſuch as he. 
*Twas in no Complement, but from the Sincerity of his heart, that he 
here breaks out into theſe Words of Admiration — How amiable are 
thy — as we may well infer from hence, that we find him at the 
ſame ſtrain elſewhere, P/ 24. 4. One thing have I delired of the 
Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the Houle of the 
Lord all the Days of my Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and 
to enquire in his 4 | | 

Nor was this the Diſpoſition of good David only, but of all God's 


faithful People and Servants, throughout all Ages ot the Church. 


The Temple of God, the Place where he recorded his Name, hach 
been their great Delight and Comfort: They could be content to 
dwell nigh it, to be always in it. As it is recorded of A772, rho' a 
Widow, Fourſcore and Four Years old, yet ſhe departed not from 


the Temple, but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayers Night and 
Day, Lk. 2. 37. What a Love had this good Old Woman io Cod's 


Houſe ? How was ſhe taken up with the Beauty of it, that ſhe could 
be contented to be in it Day and Night? Not that we are to ſup- 


pa that ſhe lived in the Temp/e, and ſpent her whole time there 


ut that ſhe was conſtantly at the Morning and Evening Sacrifice 
there celebrated; at the Holy Prayers there offered up; at the In- 
terpretation of the Sacred Scriptures there made. For among the 
Fews were three Places of Public Worſhip \, their _ 
aero, or Place of Prayer, wherein they prayed only; eas Cab. 
their Synagogues, wherein they prayed and interpreted 8 " "i 
the Scriptures; And the Temple in which they prayed, 
interpreted the Scriptures and ſacrificed. Of which laſt Place this 
pious Widow was a conſtant Devotee. So the Learned . 
interpret it, — Non ex hoc intelligatur ſemper in Iem- Nat 2 
plo reſidere, ſed quod crebro frequentabat &. F. 75. 
Nor was this the Obſervation only of the good People of old, but 
we know it hath been the continued Practice of all that truly love 


and fear God, even home unto this Day. They make Conſcience 
of waiting on God in his Houſe, according to his Command and 


their Duty: And there's nothing they more delight in, or deſire. 
Yet the Number of thoſe, in the preſent Age, is fo very ſmall, that 
I may well break out, O ! where is a Perſon of ſuch a Frame, of ſuch 
a Temper to be found among us? There's nothing generally (like way- 
ward and wanton Children) that People more loath ard nauſeate, than 
the Spiritual Food of their Souls, and the Place it is diſpenſed in. 
I have ſeriouſly thought, if God Almighty ſhould promile to ſpare 
this Place from Deſtruction, as ſometime he did Sodom, it there were 
but Ten Righteous People found therein, 7. e. but Ten that do come 
C 2 early. 
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early, duely, conſtantly, and out of a Principle of Conſcience to God's 
Houſe, and God's Ordinances, I tremble to think what would be- 
come of it. Nay, *tis much to be feared, a far ſmaller Number 
thus qualified, would not eaſily be found A ſad Demonſtration of 
the great Decay of Piety and Religion. When I ſee any one Perſon, 
Man or Woman, who make it his Buſineſs to come timely, and 
conſtantly, and devoutly to the Houſe of God, then (and not before) 
— begin to think the Tabernacle of God is truly Amiable in his 

yes. 

Yer, however their Number is but rare, and of late grown to be 
remarkably ſo to the Righteous, ſuch as truly fear God, his Houſe 
and his Ordinances are ſweet and pleaſant. There's nothing in this 
World they love or value. in compariſon of them. | | 

If any ſhould enquire into the ground or occaſion hereof? 

A. I ſhall anſwer briefly in a word or two only; that I may not 
ſeem to anticipate my ſelf as to the 5th Genetal propoſed. 

1. It may be reſolved into good Peoples accuſtoming them 
from their Youth up, unto a diligent frequenting of God's Houſe 
and Ordinances. 8 and Familiarity, prudently manag'd, 
breeds Love and begets Eſteem, both as to things and Places, as 
well as Perſons. How are moſt wont to be extraordinarily affected 
unto thoſe places they have long lived, and in which they have 
much convers'd ? They who from their Youth or Infancy (by their 
pious Relations) have been trained up to a conſtant Attendance up- 
on God's Houſe and Ordinances, take a Delight and Pleaſure in them. 
*Tis more Comfort and Satisfaction to them to go to the Church, than 
it is to a worldly Perſon to go to a Feaſt or a Playhouſe. Would 
you then know, why theſe things are no more Amiable in your Eyes? 
*Fis very much, from this, that you were never train'd up in them, 
nor accuſtomed to them. Practice renders every thing eaſy ; that 
becomes a Delight to ſuch as are accuſtomed thereto, which ſeems: 
hard or impoſſible to thoſe, who never tryed it before : But then 

2. Secondly, This Love they have to God's Tabernacle, ought eſpe- 
cially to be attributed to the Grace of God's Holy Spirit, working, 
in and upon the Souls and Conſciences of the Righteous. By Nature 
all ſpiritual things are bitter and inſipid to our Taſte; we find no 
guſt or reliſh in them; they are dry and unpallatable, and we have 
no Appetite towards them. We are like a Perſon ſick of the Jaun. 
diſe, have not only little or no Stomach to theſe things, but our Di- 
{temper turns them into an ungrateful Reliſh. But they who are en- 
lighten'd by the Grace of God, the Eye of whoſe Soul is open'd and 
clear'd from the Clouds and Miſts of Sin, by the Rays and Beams of 
the Holy Spirit, they diſcernan enraviſhing Beauty, an attractive Amia- 
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Amiable and Lovely. There may ſeveral weighty Ar- 
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bleneſs in the Tabernacles of God: So that they ſeem to defire no 
thing more, nothing ſo much, nothing elſe, rhan to be therein. This 
we muſt reſolve into the peculiar Bleſſing of Almighty God in open- 
ing their Eyes, without which they could never do it. For if there 
be ever ſo curious or lovely an Object in the room, yet ſo long as a 
Man's Eyes are ſhut he can't diſcover or diſcern it. But when, with 
St. Paul, the Tales fall off his Eyes, he then ſees and admires at the 
Beauty and Lovelineſs of that Houſe, and of thoſe Ordinances, 
which he before deſpiſed or neglected. So much for the 4th Gene- 
ral Head propoſed. | 
5. Fiftbly, 1 come next to enquire why, and upon what account, 
the Tabernacle of God (call'd in my Text Tabernacles, not for that 
there were more than one God's Inſtitution among the Jews, but from 
the ſeveral parts thereof *) ſhould be ſo exceeding , 5 
Poles Crit. in 
guments or Reaſons be aſſigned for it. | MM 
1. For the Unity and Uniformity thereof, Uniformity is Lovely: 
*tis what greatly commends the Beauty of any material Houle or 
Building. If it be not ſome way uniform and proportionable, tis 
an heap rather than an Ediſice, and it may be call d a Babel, but not 
a Church. What greatly commends alſo the Amiableneſs of God's 
Houſe, is the Uniformity thereof. I don't mean ſo much, in the 
outward Structure, though this be deſireable: And tis what we ſee 
our Fore. Fathers were careful of, that the Frame of our Churches 
ſhould be uniform; to repreſent (we might think) that more defire- - 
_ Uniformity there ought to be within among thoſe that frequent 
em. a 
But the Uniformity which is ſo Amiable, is ſpiritual and internal; 
when pious good People, who profeſs to worſhip the only true, one 
God, are content to do it with one Lip, and one Tongue, and one 
Heart. The Unity and Uniformity thereof, was what greatly com- 
mended the Beauty of the City Feruſalem, which ought chiefly to 
be underſtood in a Myſtical Sence and Meaning. Feruſalem, ſays 
the Royal Pen man, zs built az a City that is compatt together, Pſ. 122. 
3. The old Tranſlation in our Common-Prayer-Book, reads it thus, 
Jeruſalem is built as a City, that is at Unity in it ſelf. . 
That would be a deplorable Sight indeed, to ſee a City diſtracted 
and divided within it ſelf. Such a ſad Object the ſame City, by the 


Juſt Vengeance of Almighty God, yielded, when in the Siege of 


us Veſpatianus the Roman Emperor, it was exposd OY 
to Deſtruction meerly by the Seditious that were there- 7, ter. de 
J | a | ' : Bel. jud, Lib. 

in. For by their Deſperation and Obſtinacy, ſaith their 5. cap, 16. 
own Hiſtorian |, the whole Nation was extinguiſhed, . | = 
| Blut: 


ow y ; 

14 The Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 

But a bleſſed light it is, to ſee a City, and eſpecially the Houſe 14:1 
Church of God, myſtical Zernſa/em, at Unity in it ſelf; of one 
Heart, and one Mind, eſpecially in Religion and the beſt things. 
Bebold, how good and pleaſant it is, ſays David, for Brethren 19 
dwell trgether in Unity?  P/at. 133. 1. where Unity is found among 
Brethren, Brethren in Religion, in Profeſſion, that is à lovely fight, 
4 pleaſant Object indeed. : 

Such is the true Tabernacle of God; there is Unity, and ſo far as 
poſſible, Uniformity too. For indeed, what Unity can be pretended in 
Variety, where Diviſion and Separation is found, where one ſaith 
I am of Paul, another, I am of Apollos, a third, I am of Cephas? Is 
this what makes the Tabernacle of God ſo Amiable? Far from it: 
There is but one God, and one Chriſt, and one Baptiſm, and one 


Faith, and one Hope of our Calling, Eph. 4. 5, 6. How ought we 


8 8 

then to endeavour to keep the Unrry of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace? Truth is but one, and *tis uniform too; that can't be diffe- 
rent; for then it muſt divide from it ſelf. 


I muſt openly own, I am not for Perſecuting or Proſecuting any, 
that differ from me in Matters of Religion, from a pure Principle 
of Conſcience. I ſhould think it hard Meaſure to be ſerved ſo my 
ſelf; — Et quod tibi ſieri non vis alteri ne feceris = is a Rule to 
me. You know whoſe Words they are, Do as you would be done 


to, and what Streſs is hung upon them by our Saviour, no leſs than 


that of the Law and the Prophets, as yu ſee, Mat. 7. 12. 

'Tis true, all ſober ſincerely Conſcientious Chriſtians do, and 
ought to manage their Doxbrs and Scruples ſo, as that they ſhall 
give the leaſt Offence poſſible to others ; eſpecially to their Supe- 
riours, whether in Church or State. But alas! the Separation among 
our ſelves ſeems of another kind; not to be grounded (generally 
ſpeaking) upon a Principle of meer was oper (tho' that is pretend- 
ed) but upon (what I am loath to ſpeak of Profeſſors of Religion) 
upon Ambition and Emulation. The Conteſt held with the Church 
ſeems to be this, not who ſhall ſerve God beſt and moſt fairhfully 
(that were a good Emulation) but who ſhall Govern; who ſhall 
Command; who ſhall be Uppermoſt. This is plainly the bottom and 


ground of thoſe Diflentions and Seperations, which have harraſs'd 


and perplex'd the Eſtabliſhed Church of England, for a whole Century 
of Years laſt paſt. | 


But to paſs by thefe things, the Beauty of God's Tabernacle is 
Unity and Uniformity : His People go up thither to ſerve him with 
one Heart, and with one Voice. And this is a moſt lovely Sight; 


whereof we may ſay with David, O! how Amiable are thy Taber- 
nacles, O Lord | : 


2. Secondly, 


* 


— 
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2. Secondly, The Tabernacle of God is Amiable to the Righteous - 
upon the Account of that truly profitable Entertainment they find 
there. A deſolate Wilderneſs, the wild De/arrs of Arabia, are no 
way Amiable or Deſireable: They afford no Accommodation, they ; 
yield no good Entertainment, whereby we can in the leaſt be advan- 
taged. This is what renders a Place defirable : And when it is ſhort 
hereof, we neither much admire or commend it. 

'Tis true, the profane Daughters of Feruſalem may cry out to the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, in thoſe ſcornful Words, What ig thy Beloved more 
than another Beloved, O thou faireſt among Women! What is thy Beloved 
more than anther Beloved, that thou doſt thus charge s; Cant. 5. 9. 
ſo many are ready to ſay, what is the Tabernacle of God better than 
another Tabernacle £ What is the Church better than any other Houſe? 
Like Naaman the Syrian, when the Prophet bid him go waſh ſeven 
times in Jordan and then he ſhould be clean, breaks out into this 
contemptuous Expreſſion, Are not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of Da- 
maſcus, better than all the Waters of I/rae/? And ſo went away in 
a Pett. | 5 

Tis true, if Perſons mind nothing but Senſuality, and the gratify- 
ing of what the Heat hen calbd the Beaſt of a Man, the Body and 
natural Appetite, then indeed here can no ſuch Gratification be found. 
But we hope none approach this ſacred Place only to pleaſe the out- 
ward Sences; not the Eye in any Material Object; not the Ear by 
uw harmonious Sounds, or Cadency of Utterance ; if they ſo do, no 

onder they go off greatly diſappointed : For that is neither endea- 

vour'd, nor deſign'd in this Place. Bur the Entertainment all good 
Chriſtians do, and ought to * here, is only what is Divine and 
Spiritual. Which to them is far more affective and impreſſive (as 
well as profitable) than any ſenſual or carnal one can be. 

Now the Particulars of this ſo advantagious Entertainment, the 
People of God meet with in his Houſe, are ſuch as theſe, Prayers, 
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9 Sermons, and Sacraments. All which in their æind rightly diſcharg'd, 
5 are highly profitable. 

+ t. Prayer, Publick Prayer, which hath a peculiar Promiſe made 
1 unto it; where 7wo-or three are met together in my Name, there am 
5 I in the midſt of them *: and tohat two of you ſhall 

AI agree in, to pray for upon Earth, ſhall be granted in Mat. 18. 20. 
4 bp 2 

+ Heaven f. ho is able to deſcribe the innumerable Be. + Ver. 19. 

2 nefits, and almoſt Omnipotent Power of Prayer? How 


— 


hath it ſealed up, and unſeal'd the Heavens? How hath it ſtopp'd - 
the Mouths of Lyons? How hath it opened Priſon Doors? What 
han't it done? What can't it do? A Duty ſo acceptable to God, and 
ſo profitable to our ſelves that we can't be better imployed W | 

| Public 


16 Tbe Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 
Publick Celebration of it. God himſelf is ſo pleaſed with it, will 
have it ſo frequently repeated in his Temple, that of all other, the 
weighty Duties of Religion, he hath denominated his Houſe from 
that of Prayer — My Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer, not 
the Horſe of Hearing, not the Houſe of Preaching, but the Houſe 
of Praying. Which may render it very ſtrange, how a Duty of ſuch 
Conſequence, of ſuch Advantage to our ſelves, of ſuch Acceptation 
with God, ſhould come to be ſo greatly negleQed, if not deſpiſed, 
among ſuch as yet would be thought Chrift:ans. This undoubtedly 
was one of thoſe Duties performed in God's Tabernacle, that render'd 
it ſo very amiable in David's Eyes: And which ſtill renders the Houſe 
of God deſirable in the Eyes of all true Chriſtians. _ | 

2. Another truly Profitable Ordinance adminiſtred in God's Ia. 


bernacle, which ſpeaks it ſo Amiable, is that of Hearing the Word of 


God. A Duty no leſs to be eſteemed and attended on, than any 


other; which ſhould be done indeed with great Zeal, and with 
great Reverence. . 5 

Tho? ſome ina Pariſh (whoſe Parts and Accompliſhments are bet- 
ter than ordinary) may know as much, it may be more, in ſome 
nice ſpeculative Points in Divinity it ſelf, than the Preacher ap- 
pointed to be over them doth, yet ought they, while he preacheth 
the Word of God, duly to attend his Doctrine; not only to be a 
good Example to others, but in reſpe& to the Ordinance of God. 
Becauſe (faith St. Paul in remarkable Words) it pleaſeth God, by the 
Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to ſave ſuch as believe, 1 Cor. 1. 21. How- 
ever to the Sophi, the wiſe Philgſophers and conceited Opiniaſtres of 
the World, the Goſpel Preach'd, may ſeem weak, fooliſh, or vain, 
yet they are to know, tis the Inſtitution of infinite Wiſdom; and 
what is more, tis — ſuyews Zed hrs EI — as the Apoſtle calls it, 
*Tis the Power of God to Salvation, to all that Believe, Rom. 1. 16. 
By which Power of God (which nothing is able to refiſt) this Con- 


temptible Ordinance Preaching, (as *tas been held) hath born down 
before it, all the Wiſdom and Philoſophy in the World, in its great- 


eſt height and Glory. For that the Word of God was there read, 
and the Statutes of God were there expounded, therefore the Taber- 


nacle became ſo Amiable in the Eyes of David: And the ſame Rea» 


ſon renders our Churches ſo too, in the ſight of all good Chriſtian 
People. f | 


Laſtly, Other Ordinances celebrated in our Chriſtian Tabernacles, 
are the Holy Sacraments; which are two, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper; the firſt is an initiating Inſtitution, we are hereby admitted 
into the Church of Chriſt, and become Members thereof; and the 
other is a confirming and corroberating Ordinance; which ſerves to 


ſeal 
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ſeabup to the worthy Receivet an undoubted Right to a free Pardon of 


his Sins, and an Eternal Inheritance among the Saints in Glory. 
Which Holy Sacraments appointed by our Saviour to be admini- 


ſtred in his Houſe, ought be attended. on with great Zeal and Reve- 


Tence, And we are to know, that neither of them was deſigned to 
qualify Men to any ſecular Preferments. If any receive them ſo (as 
*tis-notoriouſly known ſome do) tbey abuſe them and receive them 
unworthily ; and become guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
which, without Repentance, will bring Damnation. 

Now this is a Privilege, eſpecially the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, David himfelf could not partake of, in the Fewiſh Taberna- 
cle. Could he have gone thither, and fed upon the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt , verily and indeed there, as Believers now do in Chriſtian- 
Churches (I mean in a Spiritual Sence) How much more dear and 
e (if poſſible) would it have been in the Royal Propher's 

es? i 6 | | 
"Theſe are (all.of them) the wiſe Inſtitutions cf infinite Goodneſs 
and Merey gracious Methods and Inſtruments for the bringing us 
to Salvation, which are here made uſe of. Which if duely conſi- 
der'd, how amiable would they render God's Houſe unto us} 

3. Thirdly and laſtly, The Tabernacle of God is farther Amiable 
to the Righteons, upon the account of the Pleaſure that is there 
found. Now, Pleaſure is very inviting, very attractive: And that is 
e lovely in our Eyes, that will afford us Pleaſure and De- 
I8nt. 103 en D 02 

07. But againſt this, I expect ſome ſhould Object. 3 
Pleaſure, do you ſay? What Pleaſure? We taſte, we feel no 
Pleaſure at all therein. For Anſwer, e 


- LY * 


1 Azſio. Nor does the full Soul reliſh any Sweetneſs in the Honey- 
Comb, nor is the A/ pleaſed with the moſt melodious Sounds; 
(hence the Proverb, Alnus ad ILyram) nor is the Sine delighted in 
the moſt fragrant Perfumes; nor Otw/s, nor Moles, with the Sun- 
Beams. However, there's Sweetneſs in Honey, there's Melody in 


Miuſick, there's Refreſhment in Odours, and there's Comfort in the 


Rays of the Sun, tho' Stolte, and Oꝛole, and Aſſes are not affected 
with them. 80 is there in the Houſe of God, and thoſe gracious Or- 
dinances there celebrated, tho':wicked and ſenſual Men don't feel it. 
They, who by reafon of uſe; as the Apoſtle - expreſſes it, have their 
Sences exerciſed, to diſcern between good and evil, Heb. 5. 14. they 
are ready to own and acknowledge, there is no'Pleaſure, no Delight, 
like what they find, and meet with, in the Tabernacle or Houſe of God. 
_ T ſhall here therefore, in my farther;eoforcing of this Argument, 
propoſe to your Confiderations two things. 5 ” lun” 
ARES | D 1. Firſt, 


18 be Beauty of God's Hauſe Diſplayed, 


1. Firſt, What kind of Pleaſute it is the Righteous find in God's 
Houſe, that doth ſo affect their Hearts with the Amiableneſs of it. 
And, | 


2. Secondly, What is the true ground and reaſon of this Pleaſure, 
which doth ſo afte& them. | 

1. Fir, The Pleaſure which the People of God meet with in his 
Houſe, is no Bodily ſenſual Pleaſure, but what is much hetter and 
greater a Divine and Spiritual Pleafure. It does not indeed affect 
our Bodies; we miſtake if we think to gratify them there; bur it 
touches our Minds and Souls, our nobleſ} part. And this is what 
People ought to conſider in their going to the Houſe of God, that 
they go thither not to indulge the Body (tho many by their drowzy 
lazy Poſtures, ſeem to intimate they come for little elfe) but to feed 
their Souls with the Bread of Eternal Life. So that the Pleaſure 
they are to expect there, is of a far more pure refined Nature, than 
any this World can yield ; All zbar, is Earthy, ſenſual, and too often 
Deviliſh : But this is Heavenly and Seraphick; Angelical and Divine. 
And though it be ſo, yet 'tis not the leſs vigorous or influential, ra- 
ther the more ſo; as that which attefts the Mind, is far more pier- 
cing and impreſſive than what only touches the Body. As the Apoſtle 
ſpeaketh in another Caſe, Though the weapons of our Warfare, are 
not carnal, yet they are mighty thro God, to the palling down of ſtrong 
holds, as in 2 Cor. 10. 4. So, tho' the Plexfure, the righteous meer 
there be not carnal, yet tis mighty thro” God, and very influential 
to the filling of their Minds with Joy and Comfort. For, + 

1. It is a true, ſolid, and ſubRtantral Pleaſure that is there found; 
what the World affords is but Fancy and imagination; and very little 
more than a Dream. According to that Comparifon of the Propher 
in another Matter, It is even ag toben a Þungry Man dreameth,” and 
behold he eateth, but when be awaketh his Soul is empty: Or as when 
a thirſty Man dreameth, and behold he drintetb, but he awaketh and 
behold he is faint, and his Soul hath Appetite, Iſa. 29. 8. All the Sa- 
tistaction the World yields, is only like the Pleafure of a Dream, 
there is nothing in't. Tis ſhallow and ſuperficial, and we are ſoon 
at the bottom of it; whereas God's Houſe, to the Religions Per- 
formers of thoſe. Goſpel Ordinances there adminiſtred, yields a true 
and very ſenſible Pleaſure. According to that of David, the Statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoycing the heart, Pf. 19. 8. There are but very 
tew things, if any, that this World yields, which can fill the hearrs 
of the Children. of Men: Pleaſe them they may a little while; but 
tis but in a faint and low degree. Whereas the Statutes of God 
taichfully obſery'd and practis d, do. rejoice. the very Hearts and 
Souls, of Believers. But them X „ 
| 1 2. Secondly, 
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2. Stcondly, They not only meet with true, but Jar igſaclory Plen- 
ſures here: | However, the orld ſeems to tickle us a little, with 
its flatteting Vanities, yet it doth not Satisfy us; nor indeed can do. 
*Twas a witty Fancy of him, that gave this reaſon for it (tho' whe- 
ther exactly true I ſhan't diſpute) becauſe the World is round, and 
the Heart of Man triangular ; and a Circle or Orb can't fill a Tr:- 
angle. However that be, this we know, That the whole World, as 
large as it is, is not able compleatly to fill the Heart of Man, ſo 
{ſmall as it may ſeem. He that hath poſſeſſed as much of the World 
as was to be found in it, all the Honours, all the Riches, all the 
Pleaſures of it, hath always found fomething or other wanting; and 
ſtill had ſome Needs or Neceſſities or other, (real or imaginary) un- 
ſupplied : Witneſs Alexander, who having conquer'd (as he thought) 
the whole World, ſate down and wept, for that there were no more 
Worlds to conquer. 

But then the Hoſe of God yields a full and ſatis factory Enjoy- 
ment; anſwers all the Needs and all the Defires too of the Soul. 
So David, Pſ. 36. 7, 8. How excellent zs thy Loving kindneſs, O God! 
therefore the Children of Men put their truft under the ſhadow of thy 
Wings : They ſhall be abundantly ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of thy houſe ; 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy Pleaſures -- with 
the fatneſs of thy Houſe — In God's Houſe is a feaſt of fat things ;, a 
feaſt of Wines on the Lees, of fat things full of Marrow, of Wines on 
the Lees well reſin d, Iſa. 25. 6. What are all thoſe Metaphors, from 
things that yield the moſt ſenſual Gratifications to our natural Ap- 
petites for, but as ſo many Demonſtrations of that more real ſpiri- 
tual Delight and Pleaſure, which ſanctified Souls do find in the Houſe 
and Ordinances of God? Give me leave to refer you to one Paſlage 
of the ſame Royal P/almiſt elſwhere; tis in the 65. E/. 4. v. Bleſſed 
is the Man whom thou chiſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, that 
he may dwell in thy Courts : We ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of 
thy bouſe, even of thy holy Temple. Where the Prophet gives a Rea- 
ſon why they ſhall be b/efed that approach God, and dwell in his 
Courts, becauſe they ſhall be /a::sfied with the Goodneſs of God's Houſe, 
even of his holy Temple. All the Delights of this World are as 1 
laid, zor-ſatisfaffory : But the Houſe of God yields true Contentment, 
ſatisfactory Joys and Comforts. There is more real Delight and Sa- 
tisfaction to the righteous, in one Lord's Day, well ſpent in God's 
Sanfuary, in one good Sermon, in one holy Sacrament worthily re- 
ceived, than all the admired things of this Life are able to yield. 
And this is another ground of their Amiableneſs to God's People. 

3. The Righteous find in God's Tabernacle ſurpaſſing Pleaſure and 
Deligbt; much excelling, far ee all other — what - 

| 2 ever. 


- 2 . 
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ſoever. Thus Holy 7ob profeſsd, I have eſteemed the word of his 


of 
Mouth, more than my neceſſary food, Job 23. 12. There is nothing. 
more pleaſant, more deſireable to an hungry Man, than his Food; 


tho' Man don't live by bread alone, _ he can't live without it, 7. e. 


without Food convenient for him. Yet how neceſſary ſoever that be, 
Joh here declares, that the Statutes and Commandments of God 
were dearer to him than that. So David alſo, the Zudgments of the 
Lord, (his Statutes and Ordinances) are more to be de ſired than Gold, 
than much fine Gold; they are /aveerer alſo than honey and the Honey- 
Comb. Nothing in Nature is ſweeter than Honey, nothing in Fancy 
dearer than Gold. Net David declares, that the Ordinances of God 
were to be delired not ſo much as a little Gold, but much of the 
belt refined Gold; nor ſo ſweet as the Honey, but the Honey - Comb; 
nay, nore to be delired than mach Gold, and more ſweet than the 
Honey Comb. 


* 


Thus ſpeaking of God's Houſe oriTabernicle (for the Temple was 


not built in Davids time) heoprofeſies that a Day there, 198 bet- 
ter than a zhoxſantelfewheres as you ſee at the 10. U. of this 84. P/. 
A day in thy Courts is betterthan \a thouſand": T bad'ratber be u Door. 
keeper in the Houſe. of ny God, than to dwell in the Tents of Wicked 
ne/s. Where you ' les what ſurpaſſing Joy and Pleaſure the Houſe 
ot God attorded in good David's Opinion, that he declares he had 
rather be one day there, than a thenfand any other where. And that 
he would chuſe rather to be the Offiarius, the Door fer per or Sexton 
of God's Houle, than to dwell in the ſtatelieſt Pavilions of Sin and 
Wickednsſs. 4 | WIT O26 386: 1 522 
Oh! How different is the Temper and Frame here, of this good 
King, from the Complexion-of the preſent Age in Matters of Reli- 
gion ?. David hath rather be one Day in God's Hôuſe, than a thou- 
land any.yvhere elſe: Our People generally, had rather be a thouſand 
any where elſe, than one Day in God's Hoe. What a Weariſom- 
neſs is it to them to ſerve the Lord? And how are they ready to lay, 
wh thoſe the Prophet mentions +, hen will the New-Moon be gone 
| that we may. ſet forth Corn? And the Sabbath that we 

+ Amos 7. 3. ell Wheat? There's. hardly any thing more 'irk- 
lome or tedious to em, than to be employ'd in che in- 
tenſe: Wotſhip and Service of God. But then, pray conſider, if an 
Hour or two, once in a Week, be ſo very tedious to be beſtowed in 
thaſe Aftaus, how camydu, with any Comfort, think of making them 
your lolz Employment for a whole Eternity? j: 
We mult not think, that the Eternal State cf the Bleſſed doth 
confiſt in 8/079 and Idleneſs; but rather in a continued active Praiſing 
and Bleſnng God for ever, But then it is, without any tæ dium, or 


Weariſomneſs 
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Weariſomneſs at all. Their Imployment, whatever the particular 
Inſtances of it be, will be a great part of their Happineſs; and to 
their higheſt Satisfaction. Which we may partly . infer from that 
ſurpaſſing Delight, many zealous Servants of God, take in his Houle 
and Service here. They have (as it were) ſome Prelibat ions, or Fore: 
raſts of the Joys "above, after which they ſo heartily aſpire. This 
then is a farther ground of that ſurprizing Amiableneſs which they 


ſee in the Tabernattes of God. 


Laſtly, Farther yet they find there, a durable and laſting Pleaſure 
and Delight; and that's another Reaſon they are ſo taken with the 
Lovelineſs of it. Whatever Lovelineſs or Beauty, we lee upon the 
Face of the World, in any the particular ObjeQs of it, it is not only 
but Skin deep, but very ſhort and uncertain. What more freſh and 
lovely than a Lilly? Solomon in all his Royalty, was not arrayed /i\ke 
one of theſe : Yet by 10 morrow it is cur down, dried up, and wither d. 
Whatever Delights or Pleaſures we reap from any, or all the Enjoy- 
ments.of the World, they may be well compared to the 
cruckling of Thorns under a Pot & they make a noils * Eccl. 7. 6. 
and blaze for a little while, but are ſoon out and ex- 
ire in unſavoury Smoke. DOS 76. OC 

Tis not ſo with theſe Joys and Pleaſures the Houſe of God 
affords, rhoſe who conſcientioully frequent it; That yields a molt 
permanent and durable Delight. Such an one, which the World 
can't igive, fo it can't take away. Thoſe cruel Tyrants, . Sid. ge 
Nero, Divcleſian, Maximian , and others that could * Hill. ov 
take away the Lives of Chriſtians, could not take from 
them the Joy and Delight which ſprang up in their Souls, from a 
faithful Attendance upon God in his Houſe, We have ſeveral Ex- 
amples to this purpoſe, in our own Books of Martyrs") : 8 
particularly of one Baiubam, who cried out in the midſt {ſex * 
of the Fire, I fee} no more pain than if I toere in a Bed 249. 


, Down e but it is to me as a Bed of Roſes. And Biſhop 
Farrar before his Death, told a Friend of his, That 


1 
a nx ES oh x þ  * [Td. ibid. vol. 
he jaw him once id ſtir, in ds pains of bis Burning, be 3. p. 178. 


Jhould then give no Credit to his Dotfrine:, und he right 
well perform'd the fame *7 77 2 0 2 


What can welimagine it was aries the Hearts and Spirits of 


theſe, and many other Murtyrs of Chriſt, but that Joy and Comfort, 
which they had found in the Houſe of God, which did not forſake them 
in the Flames ? In the multitude of my Thoughts within me, faith David, 
thy Comforts delight my Soul, Pſ. 94.19. Tis only the Comforts of God, 
can ſuſtain any ſinking and fainting Souls: And thoſe Comforts” the 
rightedus ſeck and find in God's Houſe, in his holy Tabernacle. roms 

| &1X: 
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their true Joy and Pleaſure begins, but it never ends to all Eternity. 
"Tis true, it may be ſomewhat interrupted in this Vale of Tears, as 
the Sun it ſelf may ſuffer an Eclipſe, or be a while under a Cloud. 
In a little wrath, God may hide bis Face for a moment, but with ever- 
laſting kindneſs will he haue mercy upon them, Iſa. 54. 8. From all 
which Confiderations you may come to be fully convinced of the 
tranſcendent Amiableneſs of God's Houſe, which produces Joys, Plea- 
ſures and Delights, which nor Death nor Hell can ſpoil the Righteozs of. 
2. Secondly, | now come to conſider what is the ttue Ground of 


that Delight and Pleaſure, which the Righteous find in the Houſe of 
God; i. e. in the Place of his Pub/ick Worſhip and Service: Which 1 
ſhall do in one or two Particulars. SES 


1. It ariſes partly from that Chriſtian Society, the Righteozs there 
have with one the other. Society is the great Comfort of humane 


Life: Without this, what would the Word be, but a deſolate - 


derneſs? God himſelf ſaw it was not good, for Man to be alone: 
Tho” *ris indeed better be without ſome Company than with it. For 
Company may be well compared to Æſop's Tongues, tis the beſt and 
the worſt Diſh. Or like the Prophets two Baskers of Figs ; the one 
of which was very good, the other very bad, Fer. 24. 2. Company is 
good, if it be good Company: If evil, nothing more dangerous. We 
know how much Perſons are wont to be taken (according to their 
Humour and Capacity) with wile, or pleaſant, or witty, or courteous, 
nay, or debauch'd Company, and what Satisfaction it often yields. 
But then no /ewd debauch'd Companions in the World, yield ſo true 
Delight and Gratificatioꝝ to themſelves, as Chriſtian Society, piouſly 
improv'd, doth to one the other. Their mutual engaging in the Du- 


ties of true Religion, enkindles a rejoycing and delight in one towards 


the other: As we tee ſenſual Peoples enjoying one the other, in pro- 
fane Courſes, often does. 


The Communion of Saints is an Article of our Faith : Now what is 
Communion, but a Common Union, an Union of Hearts and AﬀeQions? 
And here that is, eſpecially in Holy things, in the Faith and Fear of 
God, in the Publick Ordinances of the Goſpel of our Saviour Chriſt, 
the Reſult of it, is an high and real Gratification and Delight. Ho- 
Iineſs and Religion is of an aſſimilating Nature; it is apt to convert 
all it converſes with, into it ſelf, as Frre is obſerved to do. Like the 
Philoſophers Stone, that is ſaid (how truly let them look to that) to 
turn all ir touches into Gold. What then cauſes a Likeneſs, that 
creates a Love, and Love begets Delight? Simile ſimili gaudet — is 
as true as old. | : 

Now there is a true real delight, which the righteous take in one 
the other; a remarkable Example whereof we have in David, tho? a 


great 


” 
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great King, in the 16. E/. 2, 3. My Goodneſs extendeth not to thee 
(ſpeaking to God) but to the Saints that are in the Earth; and to the 
excellent in whom is all my Delight. The oy Righteous, be they eve 

ſo high, or otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed in the World, do delight in ſuch 
as are righteous, be they ever ſo low or mean. And upon a ſerious 
Conſideration, we ſhall find this is not ſtrange z nay, it would be 
inhumane and monſtrous if it ſhould be otherwiſe: For they are 
Members one of another. And where one Member rejoyces the other 
rejoyces with it; be the one ever ſo noble in the Body, or the other 
ever fo ignolle; and that Health and Harmony among them, pro- 
duces their mutual wy and Felicity in one the other. 

'Tis ſo in the Body Myſtical of Chriſt's Church; where all the 
Members, at what diſtance ſoever they ſeem to be placed, tho'as far 
aſunder, as the head and the heel, they all delight and rejoyce in 
one another, in a Divine and Spiritual manner. And eſpecially to 
meet on the other, in the Houſe of God; and the Celebration of his 
Worſhip and Service. What Satisfaction is it to carnal ſenſual Men, to 
meet at a great Feaſt or Entertainment? But tis a greater to ſpiritually- 
minded Chriftians, to meet together at this divine Banquet. Chriſt 
and the Goſpel are compared to a great Feaſt, which the King made 
for the Marriage of his Son. And there is a mutual Comfort, that 
who truly partake of this Feaſt, do meet within one the other, in the 
due Celebration of the Public Duties of Religion; eſpecially where 
they are unanimous, in the ſame form of Worſhip and Devot ion. 
Where they all and, where they ought to and, and Aneel, where 
they ought to Ane; and ſpea when they ought (in the Antipbonies 
and Reſponſes) and are ſilent when they ought. There is not under 
Heaven ( whereof it ſeems the Reſemblance ) a more bleſſed, plea- 
ant Sight, than to ſee a Congregation of true ſincere Chriſtians thus 
mer together. e Ss | 

But alas! our Congregations generally, are not ſuch; no, ſuch a 
light is near as rare as the Black Swan. There is too much Carnality 
and Wotldly-mindedneſs, even among ſuch as call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, to delight in each others Chriſtian Society ſo far, as to render 
the Church where they meer, Amiable and Lovely in their Eyes. We 
muſt acknowledge (the more's the pity) there is not that true mutual 
Love and Dearneſs among us there ought to be. No; rather Envy, 
Malice, Animoſities abound every where, to the Shame of our Per- 
ſons. and the Blemiſh of our Profe/ton. However, there is nothing 
more our Duty, than Love and Charity: *Tis of all other, the di- 
ſtinguiſning Badge of a Chriſtian ; by this ſhall all Men 
know ye are my Diſciples ( ſays our Saviour *) if ye *Ich. 13. 35: 
love. one. the. other.. And where this Charity and Love, a 

| where 


Expreſſion is, P/. 149. 1. in his own 


= 
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where Humility and Meekneſs, where a well manag'd Zeal and De- 


votion, abound among Chriſtians, theſe things endear to one the 
other, not only themſelves but the Place of their Aſſembly. 


2. This Amiableneſs of God's Tabernacle, is eſpecially founded 


upon the Enjoyment of the gracious Preſence of God there. He is 
moſt chiefly to be met with, in the Congregation of Saints; as the 
| ouſe, in the Aſſemblies. of his 

People; for there hath he promiſed to be — Where rwo or three are 
duely met together in his Name. Thus he is ſaid to dwell in the 
midſt of the Camp of the Children of I/rae/ ; i. e. in 

his Holy Tabernacle : Becauſe he had appointed that the 
7 Tabernacle ſhould be in the midſt of the Camp, Num. 2. 
17. The P/ahmiſt tells us of a River, the Streams whereof ſhall make 
glad the City of God; the Holy Place of the Tabernacles of the 
molt high ? What is that Stream? *Tis the Stream of God's Grace 


and Favour who is in the midſt of her; as you may ſee P/al. 46. 
5 e 


* Num. 5. 3. 


:: 4s Yo | 
When the Daughters of Feruſalem brake out into this Enquiry, 
Het her is thy Beloved gone, Ol thou faireſt among women? Whether 
rs thy Beloved turned afide that we may ſeek him with thee £ The An- 
ſwer the Spouſe returned was this, My Beloved is gone down into his 


Garden, to the Beds of Spices, to feed in the Gardens, and to gather 
ould you know where to find the gracious - 


Lillies, 6 Cant. 1. 2. v. 


and bleſſed Preſence of A/mighty God? of your merciful Savzaur and 


Redeemer £ You will have him in his Garden (in his Tabernacle) 
among the Beds of Spices (n his holy Ordinances) where he is ga- 


thering Lilies (the Soxls of the faithful, which he b:7deth up in the 


Bundle of Life and preſenteth to the Father, as a fragrant and moſt 
acceptable Pore.) you will find him then in his Garden; in his own 
Garden Houſe, the Church, if you ſeek im there (as you ou 
upon your bended knees, in humble Prayer: There will you 
him ſpeak to you, if you open your Ears attentively to him, in the 
Preaching of the w/o Nay, there will you recerve him in your 
Arms, yea, in your Hearts (it you come as you ought) in the Holy 
Sacrament. . 
Now of all Society whatever, none ſo Honourable, none ſo Plea- 
fant, none ſo Beneficial, as that of Almighty God. IF you did but 
conſider, you would ſoon acknowledge, That *tis your higheſt Ho- 
nour, as well as Privilege, that you may be admitted to his Taber- 
nacle; that he, in whoſe Preſence the Angels tremble, will accept 
your poor Services, and permit your Attendance there, yet we find 
(to our great Comfort, as well as Aſtoniſhment) with what Conde- 
ſcention, and Earneſtneſs too, he is pleaſed to invite us to his Houſe. 


This 


1 — 


and Conſecrated Places for Religious Worſhip Vindicated. 25 
This is the great King that made a Marriage. Supper for his Son ; 
and at Supper time ſent out his Servants to call thoſe that were in- 
vited. And when he ſaw they were {lack in coming, he ſent out 
others and bids them compe/ them to come in, that his houſe may be 
furniſhed with Gueſts. All which may be referr'd to the Goſpe/, 
and may repreſent that Willingneſs Chriſt hath, to meet People in 
his Houſe and in the Celebration of the Ordinances thereof. 

How far People may be compe/Pd in matters of Religion, I ſnan't at 
preſent undertake to determine : But that People ſhould be let alone, 


in their Profaneneſs, and the neglect of all Pub/ick Divine Worſhip, 


this certainly is intollerable. Were People but ſenſible of their own 
exceeding great Privilege, did they but know their own Happineſs, 
they would need no Laws, no Exhortations to make them go to 
Church, and the Place of God's Publick Worſhip. That infinite 
Delight and Comfort of meeting and enjoying the gracious Smiles and 
Loving-kindneſs of Almighty God there, would very effectually 
oblige them to it. ES | 

It we have ever truly met, and enjoyed God, in his Ordinances, 
there's nothing we ſhall ſo much aclight in ever after. See Hol 
David to this purpoſe, in the 63. P/. 1. 2. v. O] God, my Soul tirft 
eth for thee , mh fleſh longeth for thee, in à dry and thirſty Land, where 
no Water is. Why? What's the Matter? That you find at the next 
ver. To ſee thy Power and thy Glory, fo as I have ſeen them in thy 
Sanftuary. What was it that made the Kingly Prophet, thus to pre- 
ter the Tabernacle of God? So earneſtly to long for it, as the parch- 
ed Earth doth for the Showers of Rain ? *Twas becauſe he had met 
God there ; had ſeen God there, as it were Face to Face ; had en- 


Joyed him there in the large Diſplay of his Love and Mercy. Hence 


he deſired nothing more, nothing ſo much, as that he might /ee him 
again; and ſee him / as he had ſeen him in his Santuary. There 
he may be found; and there he is (as it were) at home. And he that 
meets his friend at home, may expect the more free and hearty wel- 
come, were it not for this bleſſed Preſence, David met with there, 
this Tabernacle would have been no more Amiable to him than ano- 
ther Dwelling. That which renders the Church or Houſe of God, 
nor my or deſirable than another Place, is that relation it hath 
to God. 

Thus have I diſpatch'd the D-@7n2/ Part of my Text, and have 
{hewn, what is here meant by the Tabernacle of God ; the Place of 
his Pzblick Worſhip, unto whom it is ſo tranſcendently 4 miable; urs 
to the Righteous. Why and upon what account ? becauſe to their great 
Comfort and Delight, they enjoy Gd there in his Ordinances. 1 
now proceed to what is the Lite of Do@rine, a mote particular A/. 
plication of it. E Application. 
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Application. Since the Apaſtle hath told us, That all Scripture 
given by Inſpiration of God, is profitable, for Doctrine, for Reproof, 


for Correction, and for Inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs,, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 


I ſhall endeavour to make the preſent Subject ſo all theſe ways. 

1. Firſt, This may be Profitable — ex Mdzoxaniay — tor Docfrine; 
for your Information in the Truth of God. Seeing the Tabernacle 
of God, the Place conſecrated to his Publick Worſhip, is ſo fair and 
lovely, Chriſtians ought to be very careful that they don't any way 
ſtain the Beauty of it. | i | 

There are three ways whereby it may be blemiſh'd and defiled, by 
Sin, by Sacrilege, and by Profane Uſe , and you ought to beware in 
all theſe. 1 je 

1. Six is the worſt Defilement z there's nothing defiles the Temple 
of God, either figuratively, or materially conſidered more than Sin. 
When any notorious Wickedneſs is acted or committed in it, this 
even Deſecrates and unballows the Houſe of God. 2 8 

1. Now Sins are of divers kinds, ſome groſs and bodily ; ſome 
Mental and Spiritual. We read of Spiritual Wickedneſſes in beavenly 

laces, Eph. 6. 12. Sins not viſible to the bodily EYE, acted in holy 
laces. Altho? then, the more groſs and ſenſual Sins be not com- 
mitted in our Churches, yet thoſe which are more refin'd and ſpiri- 
tual, we ſee and know are; ſuch as Pride, Envy, Malice, and Un- 


 charitableneſs. Theſe are too frequently brought into the Houſe and 


Preſence of God himſelf: Which no leſs defile the ſacred Place, than 
others which are more groſs and carnal. As is obſerv'd of the Air; 
tho? it can't be ſeen with the Eye, is a moiſter Element, accordin 
to Ariſtotle, than Water that is, and that wets us more. Theſe 
then, as well as any others, ſhould be carefully avoided every where; 
but eſpecially in the Hoy/e of God, for the Pollution they bring into 
it, as well as the Scandal. | bt 
2. But then there are other fins, which no leſs dangerouſly ſtain, 
and defile the Tabernacle of God, and they as the Sins of Here ſie 
and falſe Doctrine. The Preaching down any fundamental Article of 
Faith, the Preaching up of dangerous Errors in Faith or Practice, theſe 
are they, which in a great Mealure defile the Houſe of God; they are 
the Plague in the very Walls thereof, Levit. 14. 39. and a hard mat- 
ter it is, once enter'd, to get 1t our. | 591 
How much any of the Houſes of God in the Land, are, or have 
been, defiled herewith, Experience teſtifies, and future Generations 
will know to their coſt. It becomes them therefore, who are Over- 
ſeers of the Lord's Houſe, to beware in this particular Reſpect; eſpe- 
cially tor that we are fallen into perillous times, in thoſe Matters. 
When Hereſies and morftrous Tenents in Religion every where ſo much 


abound, 
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abound, Arriani/m, Socinianiſin, Deiſm, and the like. It chiefly be. 
comes the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to look well to their Churches; 
and to ſee that they neither bring in any ſuch Defilement themſelves, 
nor ſuffer any other ſo to do. 


* 


God's Houſe is Holy and Amiable, but Sin exceedingly defiles it; 
and you have heard what Sins they are which eſpecially do it, that 
you may avoid them. 

2. That which farther defies the Lovely Face of Gods Houſe is 
Sacrilege. When vile and profane People, as the P/a/mſt expreſies 
it, break down the carved Work thereof, with Axes and Hammers, PC. 
74. 6. do Violence to the External Beauty and Figure of it, in decent 
Paintings, Gildings, and the like; beſtowed upon it to render it more 
auguſt and venerable in our Eyes, and more expreſſive of that glorious 
Majeſty, unto which it belongs. 8 

Bur then there is a farther way of defacing the Amiablene/s thereof, 
and that is by a ſacrv/egious robbing of it, of any of the rich Orna- 
ments and Utenſils, as Veſſels, Carpets, Veſtments and the like, which 
hath been beſtowed upon it, for the more decent celebrating of God's 
Worſhip and Service therein. But more eſpecially, by Robhing it of 
thoſe Tithes, Lands, Houſes, and other Endowments, which pious 
People have inveſted it with, for the ſupport of the Go/pe/, and for 
the Encouragement of thoſe who are to miniſter therein. 

Now how hainous a Crime Sacr/ege is, under the Goſpel, we may 
infer from that dreadful Curſe, heretofore denounced by the Bi/hop, 
at the ſettling any thing on the Church, upon thoſe, 1 „ 
who ſhall preſume to alienate it, in theſe dreadful EX Mb dict. 
Words, which for the Terrour of all Church-Harpies, J penult. an 
ſhall here ſubjoin *. 85 

Ex authoriate Dei patris, omnipotentis, S. Mariæ Virginis & om- 
* nium Santtorum, Excommunicamus, Anathematizamus, & Diabolo 
* commendamus, omnes ſupradittos Malefattores, Excommunicati ſint, 
* Anathematizati, & Diabolo commendati; maledifi (int, in villis, in 
* Campzs, inVis, in Semitis, in Domibus, extra Domos, & in omnibus 
© alns Locis, ftando, ſedendo, jacendo, ſurgendo, ambulando, currendo, 
* dormiendo, comedendo, bibends, & aliud opus faciendo; & illos alimi- 
* mbus, & omnibus bonis Eccleſiæ ſequeſtramus, & Diabolo damnamus, 
in pœnis inferni animas eorum extinguamus, ſicut extinguitur iſta 
* Candela, niſi reſipiſcant & ad ſatisfaftionem veniant. Et tunc ext in- 
guitur Lumen. 

In Exgliſb thus, 5 

* By the Authority of God the Father Omnipotent, of the Holy 
Virgin Mary, and of all Saints, we excommunicate, Anathematize, 
and give over to the Devil, all the aforeſaid Malefactors (i. e. Sa- 

E 2 * crilegtous 
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crilegious Perſons) Let them be excommunicated, curſed and given 2 
over to the Devil. Let them be accurſed in the Village and in the 
Field; in the Way, and in the Path; in the Houſe, and out of the 
© Houſe, and in all other Places, ſtanding, fitting, lying, riſing, walk- 
Fi © ing, running, fleeping, eating, drinking, or doing any other thing. | 
* And we ſequeſter them from the very threſhold of the Church, and * 
all the good things thereof; we damn them to the Devil; and ex- E. 
* tinguith their Souls in Hell. fire, even as this Candle is extinguiſhed, _* 
* unlets they ſhall repent and make Satisfaction. And then the Bi- 5 
ſhop puts out the Candle, which all the while he denounces the Sen- bp 
tence he holds. in his hand. | | * 
We have alſo a dreadful Example for this, even in the New Teſta- 
ment it ſelf. Words, ſome may account them but as Wind ; but this » 
was a ſignal Judgment, vis. St. Peter's blaſting Annanias and Sa- | 
phira for this Sin of Sacrilege; fo that they immediately wither'd 
and died in the Place. It was (it ſeems) agreed by. the Church, to 
fell all they had, and.ſo repoſe the Money in the Apoſtles hands, for 
; EN the general ſupply of all occaſions x. Annanias had 
4 An“ a parcel of Land, he ſold it; and his Wife conſenting, 
5 ; he kept back part of the Money to his own private 


; uſe : For which you ſee, God ſtruck them both dead in the Place, 
iy Ac + Yo begin. | 


k \ 2 
\ 
2 


4 St. Paul alſo ranks Sacrilege among the worſt of Sins; ſaying, 2 
1 Thou that abhorreſt Idols, committeſt thou Sacrilege 9. Rom. 2. 22. As 425 
1 if Sacrilege were at leaſt as bad, if not worſe than Idolatry. 
1 We have had thoſe among us, who were wonderful nice in reſpect 
4 of Idols: They were afraid of every thing, that it was an Ido; the 


Common. Prayer Book was an Idol; Biſhops were Idols; the Croſs in 1 
Baptiſm, the Surplice and the like, theſe were: all. Idols; and they 
could not abide them, for fear (good Men!) they ſhould be defiled 
with Idols. Yet we well remember, how glibly they could ſwallow 
Sacrilege, Church. Lands, Church. Plate, Church-Ornaments, things of 
any Worth or Value, that lay in their way, theſe were no Idols; 
there was no Idolatry in them; thoſe. render-conſcienc'd Men, could 
{wallow theſe things well-enough. 

I ſhould have been loath to have rub'd ſo ſeverely: on this ſoar; 
but that we may fear ſuch Birds of Prey are ſtill hovering in the Air, 
over the ſmall remarnder of the Church Revenues ; and only watch a 
= fit opportunity to be catching at it. But let them fear the Eagles 
i} Fate, who catching a Gobber of the Sacrifice from off the Altar, car- 
1. tied a Cul with it, that burnt up her. Neſt and all her Jung. Tis 
* obſervable, how very few that have uſurped upon the Churches Rights 
'F have ever proſpered in their unjuſt Poſſeffons: Beware here,. 


3. There 
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Paſitor for the dead Bodies of the greateſt Saints. 
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---3: There is another way of ſtaining the Amiable Face of God's 
Houſe, and that is by putting it to any. common or profane uſe : Im- 
loying of it in any of our worldly: Affairs or. Buſineſs. The very 
155 (as Hiſtorians tell us) are very tender and ſcrupulous in 
reſpect to their Temples (tho? devoted to Szacks or Stones, to Beaſts. 
or Fiſhes, to Fiends or Devils) and are ſo far from putting them to 
any common uſe, that they won't permit a Stranger to approach them, 
or ſo much as to look into them: Tis no leſs than a Capital Crime 
(if he be known) for any to do ſo. This I 
mention to the Shame of Chriſtians, who * Can. Eecleſ, 88. See the. 
can ſuffer their Churches and Wards to be de- To to be a rg ou my 
filed, by Drinking, Smoaking, Playing, Quar- 7, Fight 3 yo 
relling, and. many otherways; contrary in- Heyl. Hiſt. of the Ch. p. 126. 
deed to the Rule of our Church *, which re- and in the Book. of Statutes, 
quires the Officers to ſuffer, 20 Plays, Feaſts, A. zt. Ed. 6. Cap. 4. 
Banquets, Suppers, Drinkings, Muſters, or 
any other. fo ane. Uſage, to be kept in the. Church, Chappel, or. 
urch Jard. | | 
But among all the Profane Uſes, God's. Houſe is put to, I don't 
hold that the.leaft, the common and promiſcuous Burying of the Dead 
therein. Even they, whoſe Lives deſerv'd, they ſhould have had a 
Place under ſome Ga/lows or Dunghill, at their Deaths. Swearers, 
Drunkards, Oppreſſors, Murtherers, and the like, when. they die. 
ſhall often have their Carrion Carkaſes buried in the. Houſe of God. 
A ſad Inſtance. of the decay of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline among us; 


which might it have its due effect, would greatly prevent this vile 


Abuſe of fo ſacred a Place. I muſt profeſs my ſelf of the Opinion, 
in this Matter, of that pious Prelate, ſometime of this Church, 1 
mean Biſhop Hall, who in his laſt Vi and Teftament _ 5 
declares t, That be did not hold God's Houſe a. meet Re- 1 — * 
And as to any ſecular common Uſe, tis remarkable, That ourgSa: 
viour would not permit the eus ſo much as to carry a Veſſe through 
the Temp/e; nor to buy and fell, in the outmoſt Courts of it. Hence 
he overturn'd the Tables of the Money-Changers, and made a Whip 
of ſmall Cords, and drove the Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple. 
Now *tis fit you ſhould know what part of the Temple it was, our 
Saviour drove thoſe People out of ||: Not out of the : | 
firſt Court, that contain'd the Holy of Holies; nor out | NY 4 | 
of the. ſecand Court, which was the Priefts, wherein «4g 28, 126. 
was the Brazen Altar for Sacrifice, and the Laver. Nor 
out of two parts of the third Court, which conſiſted of three Parti- 
tions; in the firſt of which were the Few:/ſh Men; in the /econd the 


Jewiſh 
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Fewiſh Women; and in the Third, or outmoſt of all, were the Gen. 
tiles, which were received as Pro/e/ites of the Gare. 

Out of this laſt Court only it was, our Saviour Chriſt drove' theſe 
Buyers and Sellers. For becauſe the Zeros themſelyes did not wor: 
ſhip in it, they conceived it might be put to lay Imployment. Who 
being obliged to come thrice a Year, from the utmoſt parts of their 
Country, to make their Offerings at Feruſalem, for the Eaſe of the 
People that came from far, the Maney. Changers here ſet up their 
Tables; and others in like manner, brought thithet Sheep and Oxen, 
and-Doves, to fell to them, who had not brought theit Sacrifices 
with them. All theſe Traders and Traffckers, in this outmoſt Court 
of the Gentiles, Chriſt drove out with a Scourge, relling them it was 


a Place of Prayer, and had been hallowed to Eccle/iaftick Miniſtries, 
and ſet apart for holy things; and therefore their Lay-Imployments 
did Diſhonour to it, as my Author well obſerves. = | 


And we may take notice, that our Saviour ſhew'd this Action (as 
if he had been jealous of the Honour of his Haſe) the greateſt Hear 


and Violence he had ever done in his whole Conver wh Wonder- 
ful it is too, that a fingle Man (as he was thought) ſhould over- 
turn, whip and drive out, ſo great a Multitude of Men, and Beaſts, 
as were there together: Which indeed is none of the ſmalleſt Pe- 
3 of his Divinity, nor the leaſt Miracle of his Life. | 

f then our Bleſſed Saviour was ſo zealous for his Houſe, and would 
not allow it to be put to any common, wor/dly, tho' honeſt Uſe, be- 
cauſe twas the Houſe of Prayer, why may we not conclude of our 
Churches, that he hath ſtill the ſame Concern and Tenderneſs for 
them, for the very ſame Reaſon ? i. e. for that they are dedicated to 


his Name, to be Hoſes of Prayer and other Goſpel Rites, which are 

pleaſing and acceptable to him? 

The Church of God then being ſo Amiable, we may hence learn 

my Truth, That we ought not to defile it. So much for the firſt 
nference. 


2. Secondly, This Text of Holy Scripture may be farther profitable 
— Tes hey — according to our Eng/iſh Tranſlation, for Reproof , 
whereas the Wool, properly ſignifies — argumentzs convincere, refu- 
tare. To convince by Arguments; to refute. From this place of Holy 
Scripture, we may come to Refute, two common and dangerous Ex- 
rors, which many among us in this Age are guilty of, in relation to 
the Houſe of God. We may hence Refute in the 

1. Firſt place, The Error of thoſe who too much depretiate, and 
diſeſteem, the conſecrated Places of God's Publick Worſhip and Service. 

2. In the Second place, The Error of thoſe alſo, who too highly 
magnifie private Houſes and profane Places, for that uſe and purpoſe. 


1. This 
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1. This may convince thoſèe of their Error, who leſſen and under- 
value the Places conſecrated to God's Public Worſhip. How many 
ſuch have there been, and are ſtill among us, who openly deſpiſe the 
Tabernacle of the Lord? Spitefully terming our Churches Steeple- 
Houſes, Temples of Baal, Idol-Synagogues &, and the like: 


| ing 1 : * Mr. Hook. 
In their fiery Zeal, equalling it not preferring ordinary weld Beal 1 
and mean Places, to the beſt of them, whereas we owe 5. Num. 11. 


great Reverence and Reſpect unto 'em, as conſecrated 
and dedicated to God and his Service; whereby they become, at 
leaſt relatively ſacred, and ought to be treated as ſuch. 

1 ſhan't go about to defend, all the faperſtitiows Ceremonies, that 
have been prattis'd, in 1 e of Churches, as the Biſhops ſprink- 
ling the Walls with Holy Water, going three times about the outſide 
of the Church, knocking three times at the Door with his Paſtoral 
Staff, making a Croſs in the Pavement with Aſhes and Sand, on which 
the A/phabet was written in Greek and Latin Letters; and twelve 
Croſſes on the alle, with ſuch other Fopperies, to be 
ſeen in Durand t, with the Signification of them. I 
fay, I ſhan't undertake to juſtifie all. theſe Ceremonres, 
in this Performance: But a decent Conſecration of them, in a pious, 
ſober manner, may and ought to be defended. 

There was, we find, nothing acceptable with God, among his own 
People the Fews, whether Tabernacle, Altar, Cenſers, Veſtments, 
Prieſts, &c. but what was conſecrated... The Conſecration of Chriſtian 
Churches is derived from the Old Tſtament; and practiſed by the 
Holy Fathers under the Nem (as in the Canſtitations of . _ 
Orho \|) which ought, ſaith he, much more eſpecially to le IT in cat 
obſerv'd, for that under the Old Teftament, there was 888 
nothing offer d, but the Sacrifice of dead Beaſts; but ander the New 
the true and living Sacrifice 4 Jeſus Chriſt-is repreſented as offer d 
for us. And the Hiſtary of the Churth informs us, that in the fir 
Ages of Chriſtianity, Churches wete not only built and ſer apart for 
Religious Worſhip, but alſo formally conſecrated by Biſhops — per 
Dreceſanos Epiſcopos, ad quos pertinet, vel eorum Authoritate, per 
alios conſecrentur, as that famous foremention'd Legare ; 
decreed here in England — (of which I gave ſome Ex- l Thid. . 4 
amples in the beginning of. this Diſcourſe and might n 
add others) This was done by Prayer and Religious 1 
Rites; which ſo long as they are grave, pious, and pertinent are no 
way to be lighted or condemned. For indeed G 
obſer ves h) a Nat ions and Religious haue conſented un- 7 Weny's quo 
to, and in all Ages: practiſed, the Separation of Public nn 
Places of Honſbip, by Prayer and other Religious Circumſtances- oo. 

barely 


+ Ration. Di- 
vin. quo prius. 
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barely by having Prayer in them: For then every private Houſe, 


where Prayers are perform'd, would become a Church; but by Pray- 
ers, eſpecially for that occaſion. I ſay, this hath been, all along, the 


* — . . * 8 
general Practice of Chſtians in all Ages (when and where they might) 
until now of late in this Kingdom among our ſelves: Where we may 


ice many great Pretenders to Chriſtianity, as boldly celebrate the 


Puh/ic& Worſhip of God, in the vileſt Places, as if they were the moſt 
lacred Temples in the World. Even Heathens, as well as eus and 


Chriſtzans, conſecrated their Temples, as well as their Prieſts, and 
the Mahometons praQile it to this Day. 


Churches then, and Places of God's Publick Worſhip being ſet apart, 
and confecrated by devout Prayers (and other decent Rites) of good 


Biſhops and People, ought among Chriftians, to be had in great Ho- 
nour and eſteem ; and not to be & lighted and deſpiſed, as generally 


they are: And the rather for that ſolemn Dedication is made of them 


to God, The true and rightful Owner and Founder making away all 


his Right therein to A/mghty God, by the hand of the Biſhop, for the 
Public Worſhip and Service of our Saviour ever after, we need not 
queftion, (if done in a pious ſincere manner) his gracious Acceptation 
of it; for thereby it becomes God's Propriety indefeaſible. 

3 Conſecratio (lays the Ritualiſt *) duo officit, &c. Con- 


ſap. quo ſecration (ſays he) effecls rwo things, it appropriates the 


Church to God; and inſinuates the Eſpouſals to him, as 
well of the Church, as the Souls of. Believers. An oufe, ſays he a lit- 
tle after, not conſecrated or dedicated, is like a Virgin betrothed but 
not married nor dowred: but in conſecratione dotatur, & tranfit in 
propriam Jeſu Chriſti Sponſam — by Conſecration it receives the 


dowre and paſſes into the relation of the Spouſe of Jeſis Chriſt. So 
that. Learned Author. SE Ws 


The great Matter here in doubt, ſeems only this, whether Almigh- 
ty God is pleaſed to accept of Churches, and Revenues, thus devoted 
and conſecrated to his Service? That he was pleaſed to accept of the 

Temple at Feruſalem, at firſt begun (as ſome Learned 

(| ** quo Alen note ) by no particular Command of his, is ap- 
. parent enough; for he calls it his Houſe, and claims a 
Propriety therein. Thus alſo he accepted of the Synagogues (of which 
Number were no leſs, than 300 in Feruſalem) tho erected by no 
ſpecial Command of his: For he calls them God's Synagogues, Pl. 74. 8. 

Then under the New Teftament, when the Fetus urged our Saviour 
to heal the Centurion's Servant, they uſed this Argument, He lovet h 
our Nation, and bath built us a Synagogue. Then . Feſus went with 
him, *tis faid, Lick. 7. 4, 5, 6. as if he had highly approved of that 
Inſtance of the Centurion s Piety. He was ſo:pleaſed alſo. with the 

5 | | primitive 


and Conſecrated Places for Religious Worſhip Vindicated. 33 
primitive ON; iving all they had to pious and charitable Uſes, 
that he ſeverely puniſhed Annanias and Saphira, for defaulting part 
of the devoted Summ, as you heard before. Now God's Public Nor- 
ſhip and Service continuing our Duty (which is {till fit and proper to 
be diſcharged in the moſt decent becoming Place, duely hallowed to 
ſuch a divine Purpoſe) we need not at all doubt or queſtion, but that 
he is graciouſly pleaſed ſtill to accept of ſuch pious Dedications; and 
always will to the end of the World, Nay, farther, That he looks 
upon them as his oron peculiar Right and Propriety; and will puniſh 
accordingly, all Sacrilegious Violators of them. 

2. If God's Houſe be ſo peculiarly and tranſcendently Lovely, what 
Preſumption is it in thoſe, who equal, yea, prefer common baſe Houſes 
before conſecrated Churches? *Tis true, as to the matter whereof the 
are made, they may differ nothing. Sed per Myſterium Dedicationis, 
 znviſibile fit Templum Domini — as *tis ſaid in one of the 
Conſtitutions of Othobon * : by the Myſtery of Dedication , 8 wo 
the Church becomes the inviſible Temple of the Lord; i.e. © 
a Temple tho? viſible to Man's Eyes, yet tis that wherein Almighty 
God delights to dwell in an invifible manner. | 

This notwithſtanding, how many are there among us, who chuſe 
to forſake God's Tabernacles, Places ſolemnly conſecrated and ded:- 
cated to his Worſhip and Service, and creep into Houſes ? This creep. 
ing into Houſes and leading captive filly Souls, is of no very good 
Reputation in the Opinion of the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 6. which yet ſome 
among us ſeem to make their Choice and to glory in. Nay. in De- 

fiance to the Apoſtle, are not afraid to deſpiſe the Church of God, 
1 Cr. 11. 22. — Deſpiſe ye, faith he, the Church of God? implying, 
that *tis a great Sin and a dangerous thing, for any to deſpiſe God's 
Church, . e. the Place ſet apart for his Pablicꝶ Worſhip and Service. 

For however ſome of our Church. Deſpiſers, would fain have the 
Apoſtle to be underſtood of the Church- Myſtical, i. e. the People there 
met together, and not the Church Material, tis plain he intends it 
of the Church Material, the Place of God's Worſhip. As may be in- 
terr'd from that Antitheſis he puts between the Church of God, and 
their own Houſes. What ! ſays he, have ye not Houſes to eat and 
drink in, but deſpiſe the-Church of God ? The Corinthians here, it ſeems, 
would eat their own Supper in the Church, i. e. the Place of their 
Worſhip. This gave an offence to St. Paul; and he looks upon ir 
ſo great a piece of Profanation, as amounts to a deſpr/ing of it: Which, 
he inſinuates is a hainous Crime. If there had been no difference in 
the Opinion of the Apoſt/z, between Private Houſes and Publick 
Churches, why ſhould he here reprove them for eating in them ? 
Why had it not been as lawful to have eaten there, as in any, other 


P Place? 
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Place? If fo, the Apoſtle (no doubt) would not ſo ſeverely have Re- 


frimanded them hereupon. 


Give me leave to preſent you with the Opinion to this purpoſe, of 


our Fudicious Hooker t, on thoſe Words of St. Paul, 

T Eecl. Fol L. Have ye not Houſes to eat and to drink in, &c. It hath 
4 Fog 12. Þ © been, not abſurdly conceived (faith he) that the Apo- 
; < {tle here teacheth, what difference ſhould be between 

« Houſe and Houſe ; what is fit for the Dwelling-Place of God, and 
© what for Man's Habitation. He fheweth, that Chriſtian Men at 
their own Houſes take common Food, and in the Houle of the Lord 


© none but that Food, which is Heavenly; he inſtructeth them, that 


as in one Place they uſe to refreſh their Bodies, ſo they may in the 


© other learn to ſeek the Nouriſhment of their Souls; and as they 
© {ſuſtain there temporal Life, ſo here they ſhould learn to make Pro- 
* viſion for Eternal. Chriſt would not ſuffer that the Temple ſhould 
* ſerve for a Place of Mart; nor the Apoſtle of Chriſt, that the 
Church ſhould be made an Inn. When therefore, we ſanctify or 
© hallow Churches (faith he) that which we do is only to teſtifie, 
© That we make them Places of Publick Reſort, that we inveſt God 
© himſelf with them, and that we ſevere them from common Uſes. 


Thus he. | 


Common things then ſhould be done in common Places; but 
Holy things in Holy Places. Thoſe Places may be fit enough for the 
ends unto which ar firſt deſign'd, but not to be choſen for the moſt 
ſolemn Worſhip and Service of God. We know who they were, that 


ſometime clamour'd againſt their Brethren o the Separation, after 


they themſelves had ſhewn them the way for ſetting up A/tar againſt 
Altar, and Church againſt Church. Whereas, what is their own Practice 


now, but worſe, in ſetting up the moſt profane Places, in Oppoſition 


to God's conſecrated Temples and Churches? Nay, and Preferring 
them too? | 

What hath been ſpoken may ſerve to convince all ſerious Chri- 
ſtians of their Error in thoſe matters: So much for the 2d Inference. 

3. Thirdly, This Place of Holy Scripture may be farther Profitable 
— ess %% for Correction — i. e. for the Reproof of thoſe, 
to whom the Lord's Tabernacle is not truly Amiable; and who do 
openly manifeſt it, either by ot frequenting it at all; or by frequent- 
ing it from a wrong Principle, Both which, are deſerving of a ſe- 


_ vere Rebuke, | | 
1. Some there are among us, to whom the Lord's Tabernacle is ſo 


unamiable, that they wort frequent it at all, Of which there are 
two torts. 


1, Some deſpiſe the Lord's Houſe how Amiable ſoever it be, from 


a Principle 


* 
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a Principle of meer Atheiſm and Irreligion ; for that they are with- 
out God, and without Chriſt in the World. Hence they neglect the 


Church, and all the Ordinances diſcharged therein; wholly negle& 


them, and throw them all up, as if they had no more Sence of Re. 


ligion than the _ _ tw 
ane Wretches 


Some ſuch pro 


(nay, but too many) every where 
there are, who don't ſee the inſide of God's Houſe, from Month to 


Month, from lear to Near. And yet they go under the Name of Chri- 
ſtiane; and have been baptized into the Faith of Crit. But inſtead 
of being Chriſtians indeed, they turn Renegado's, and wretched Apo. 


ſtates, - Of whom we may ſay, in the Words of the Apoſtle, it had 


been better for them, not to haue known the way of Righteouſneſs, than 


® after they have known it, to turn from the Holy Commandment deli. 


vered unto them, 2 Pet. 2. 21. — Better — i. e. More tolerable, far 
eaſier, as our Bleſſed Saviour ſaid unto Chorazin and Bethſaida; That 
it ſhould be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the Day of Judgment 


eed ſhould be found among thoſe as call 
themſelves Chriſtians, is not ſtrange if that be true which is reported, 


than for them, Mat. 11. 22. 


That ſuch Profaneneſs ind 


one of the Popes of Rome * ſhould ſometime, ſpeak to 


Cardinal Benbus — Quantum nobis profuit, Fabula iſta de * Leo Xth. 


Chriſto? — Which for Piety ſake,, I ſhall forbear to put 


into Eng/iſh. How much Atheiſm, Deiſm, Socinianiſin, and many 
other monſtrous — 7/ms, every where prevail among us, to the open 
Neglect, nay, Contempt of the Tabernacles of the Lord of Hoſts, all 


oblerve, and good Men lament. 


What Reproof therefore, is ſharp an 
Some of which, may be ſaid to be worſe than the Devil; 


d keen enough for ſuch Wretches? 


for the Devils believe and tremble , but they do nei- + Jam. 2. 19. 


ther. How do theſe, with the obſtinate cus at An- 


tioch, put away from them the Word of God? and judge themſelves un- 
worthy of. Everlaſting Life? Act. 13. 46. Could this Diſcourſe but 
reach their Ears or Eyes, I ſhould caution them in the Apoſtle's words 
Beware therefore leaſt that come upon you, 


to thoſe before: mentioned; 


which is ſpoken of in the Prophets, Behold ! ye Deſpiſers, 


and wonder and periſh . Sad and deplorable it is, ſuch || v. 40, 41. 


profane Perſons ſhould be found, and ſuffered to live in 


a Chriſtian Kingdom : Theſe are Crimes, as Job expreſſes it, to be 


puniſhed by the Fudge. 


2. Others negle& God's Houſe from another Principle, that is from 
Fanaticiſim; give me leave ſo to call it, not to exaſperate any Perſon 
or Par whatever, but as what in one word is molt expre/or of my 


Meaning. 
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5 7 which Number are two ſorts, or at leaſt two diſtin& Degrees 
_- of them. | | | 

15 1. The firſt are ſuch as are led, by a certain Spirit of Entbuſiaſm; 
PL pretend ing they are above Ordinances, above Praying, above Hearing, 
"A above Receiving, that theſe are beggarly Elements; that to obſerve 
£4 them is to be {till in the Letter, and not in the Spirit. Hence they 


fancy, God hath no other Chxrch but themſelves, no other Sarttuary 
4, q but their Hearts; that in them he is in his Temple, or rather in his 
\ By Throne. What need have they then (they think) of Prayers, Ser- 
mons, Sacraments, or Houſes to celebrate theſe in, who are arriv'd 
at Perfſetion, and are already in Heaven, or rather that Heaven is in 
5 them? Theſe, they ſay, are of no uſe to them; of which Number, 
bo have been ſome Anabapt iſte, Quakers, Muggletonians, and other s. 

We may then conclude, That theſe are ſuch as hate and deſpiſe 

. the Material Fabrick of God's Houſe; and. load it, with all the op- 
al probrious Names they can invent; crying out againſt it, as the Chil- 
| dren of Edom did againſt Feruſalem, Down with it, down with it, even 
uM to the ground, Pſ. 137. 7. Againſt whom *tis to no purpoſe to bring 


. Demonſtration of Reaſon, the Judgment of the Fathers, the Teſtimon 

. of the Scriptures, they are above all theſe: We can only pray, The 
. Lord rebuke them. But then | 

M 8 2. 2dly, Some again deſpiſe the Tabernacle of the Lord upon ano- 

. ther Pretence (I mean the Houſes of God in the Land) for that they 


have been abuſed in times of Popery to Idolatry, and ſince (as they ſay) 
to Superſtition: And that by the Law of God *, the 
7 * Deut. 12. 2. Places where Idols have been worſhipped, are devoted to 
% utter Deſtruction; ſo that their furious Zeal is all for 
2 + Paget's He- deſtroying of them; of which Number we are told, 
reſ. p. 96. - were ſome of the Independants heretofore f. But as 
Diogenes is ſaid, to correct the Pride of Plato, with a 
greater Pride of his own, ſo do theſe Men correct Superſtition ; 
they pull down an Image, and in the room thereof, ſet up the Idol of 
their own Imagination with much greater Superſtition. _ | 
If the Abuſe of things were ſufficient reaſon to take off their law- 
ful Uſe, I wonder what we ſhould have left for our Support and - 
4. Comfort, either in reſpect to Nature or Grace. Han't our Meat, 
15 | Drink, Rayment, &. been abuſed by ſome or other, to Pride, Luxu- WF 
ry, Drunkenneſs ? May we not therefore be allowed to make a ſober 
uſe of them? Have not the Diſpenſations of Grace been allo egre- 
gioully abuſed ? The Bible? the Holy Scriptures themſelves? The 
Th. Blelled Sacraments ? Eſpecially that of the Lord's Supper, even to 
5 Idolatry it felt? As ſome Learned Men of the Church of Rome confeſs 
"i themiclves, if the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation be not true? May 
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not good Chriſtians therefore, wreſt theſe things out of Saperſtitious 
and Idolatrous hands, and make very good uſe of them 

Tis very obſervable, what a Learned Divine of our own ſpeaks, 
in anſwer to this Objefion *, the Zews were required 1 
to cut off the Canaanites, becauſe they were Idolaters: 9 5 
Muſt we therefore look upon our ſelves oblig'd to cut Num. 17. 
off all Ido/aters that come in our way? There was a 1pe- * 
cial Reaſon, wherefore God required the I/rae/ites to deſtroy all 
thoſe Temples, and Religious Places in the Land, which had been 
abuſed to 1dolarry ; becauſe there ſhould be only one Place in the 
whole Country, whereunto his People might bring ſuch Offerings, 

Gifts, and Sacrifices, as their Law did require. 

If therefore Temples and Churches have been abuſed, as the Inſtru- 
ments of Ido/atry, they need not be pulbd down and demoliſh'd ; bur 
ſanctified again, and continued; being ſo conveniently framed for 
the People of God to ſerve and honour him therein, that no Man 
beholding them can chuſe but think it exceeding great pity, they 
ſhould ever be any otherwiſe employed. Strange! yet true it is, what 
the ſame Author farther notes, That the Deſtruction of | 
our Churches is deſired, not now by Infidels, Pagans, or |", Hiſt. Ot. 
Turks (no they convert Chriſtian Churches into Turkiſh tom. Emp. p. 
Moſchs, as Sancta Sophia is now one of the moſt glo- 214. 
Tious in Conſtantinople t) but by a Refined Set of Chri- 
ſtian Believers. Thus our Reverend Hooker. 

Such may be ſaid indeed to have a Zeal, but not according to 
Knowledge. A blind Zeal is a dangerous thing; it may, Sampſon 
like, pull down even the Houſes of God to the Ground. But then all 
the while, they who are guilty herein, are execrated by the Pſulmiſt, 
F.. 83. 12, 13, Cc. for ſo doing, and ſufficiently demonſtrate, that 
theſe are not ſo Amiable in their Eyes as they ought to be, for which 
they deſerve ſmartly to be Reprov'd. | | | 

2. Secondly, There are others to be Reprov'd, who altho' they fre- 
quent God's Houle, yet *tis not upon the account of the Amzableneſs 
thereof, but only upon ſome worldly carnal Motive, and deſign or 
Other. As | =. 
I. Such who come only ont of Novelty and Curioſity. Tis not any 
Delight, they take in the Hoſe of God, i. e. in the Ordinances which 
are there adminiſtred ; but in that Variety of Faces, Faſhions, or Modes, 
which they there ſee. 2 the Wit, Tone, or Oratory of the 
Preacher, which they there Hear: Or with the ſurprizing WE or 
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remarkable Paſſages of Hiſtorb, which they there obſerve; theſe may 

1nvite, and bring ſome thithęr, with ſome kind of Delight. But this 

is far from that Spiritual Heligbt, as all Chriſtians ought to, i 
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good Chriſtians do, take therein; this is only ſenſual, carnal, and 
{ometimes Deviliſb. For it gratifies but the Body, and touches only 
the Sences and ſuperior Faculties; but the So in the mean time, 
is no way affected. *Tis that Delight, in God's Houſe, becomes a 
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chere; no, he returns {ad and afflicted, like a Perſon diſappointed of 
what he moſt ardently deſires. | 
This notwithſtanding, what a ſtrange Athenian Humour, is crept 
into the Hearts and Minds of our People, even in reſpect to the 
77 Concerns of Religion? They are altogether for Novelty ; ſ the 
2 hearing, or telling, ſome new thing in Divinity. And this Itch ib very 
catching; and ſpreads wide among us. Hence to hear a New Preacher, 
65 one they never heard or ſaw before, and know not whence he is or 
1 whether he goes, if he undertakes to bring them any News out of the 
1 Goſpel (tho like other News it be ever ſo falſe) they can be content 
48 to go Miles after him, and take any pains. What is it but this, 
which ſets People a gadding, and a madding, after every Nero. Comex? 
The true Reaſon is, becauſe they have zrching Ears: So the Apoſtle 


a f k Pp 
decides the matter, in that paſſage of his to Timothy, 1 tn 


1 Chriſtian, which is Spiritual and Divine; and ariſeth from the ſweet 
* Enjoyment of God in his Ordinances. For this the devout Sou! goes 
* thither; and if he meets not his God, he finds but little Comfort 
0 


„„ 


1 
. 


5 ſeems to Propheſy of this Age, and to give a Deſcription of the Se- 

5 parat iſts of the preſent times; A time will come (faith he) when they 

* will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after their own Luft, ſhall heap 5 
2 to themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears, 2 Tim. 4. 3. * 
1 A time will come — may we not ſay, and now is? — when People 2 


won't endure ſound Doctrine — as now they won't; for ſound Do- 1 
Erine was never, with more prudent Zeal and profound Learning, I 
enforced upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians, than now generally in 1 
their own Paroch:ial Aſſemblies unto which they belong, and from * 
which they fly; for they don't like thoſe Orthodox Teachers, whom 
God and the Reform d eſtabliſpd Church, are pleaſed to place over 4 
them. — rhey muſt beap to themſelves Teachers — be their own Car- 9 
vers, in the moſt weighty things; and what generally, they leaſt © 
underſtand — eftes their own luis — which ſhall beſt gratifie their 
Humours and Fancies. But what's the true Reaſon of all this? — ha- 
ving itching Ears, This itch in the Eur, bath prov'd the Scab of the 
Church; Peoples delight, to have ths 7c, claw'd and gratified, 
i (which can't be better done than by Ned Teachers, and New Docfrinòs) 
7% hath produced in a great meaſure, mc ſt of the Divi/tons and Factions 
. which are among us. : 3 

But this is far from that Principle, 1 Thich moves a good Chriſtian 
to love and frequent the Houſe of God. Tis only the Amiableneſo 


thereof; 


| | 7,” 
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thereof; thoſe ſweet Ordinances of the Goſpel there celebrated: 
brings him thither; he comes, not to have the Ear z:c&/ed with empty 
Notions, but to feed his Soul with the Bread of Life. They then, 
who come out of Novelty and Curioſity, deſerve a Reproof for fo do- 
ing. And fo the 
2. Second place, Do they alſo who come only out of Cuſtom and 
Faſhion; This, to ſome, is the greateſt Inducement they have; tis 
the Mode and Faſhion of the Place where they live, for People to go to 
Church on Sundays; and *twas the Practice of their Friends and Relations 
before them ſo to do, and they don't love to be ſingular; and not 
knowing well what to do with their time at home, while they are 
thus hinder'd from their Morldly Buſineſs, therefore they go too. This 
we may juſtly fear is the only Motive that brings many unto God's 
Houſe; not any real Sweetneſs which they taſte in that heavenly 
Banquet here diſpenſed, but only for Faſhion. 
hereas they who ſenſibly taſte of the Fatneſs of God's Houle, 
come for that real repaſt they find therein, beyond any other Place 
whatſoever. The Bleſſed Ordinances which are there ſolemnized, are 
the very Food of their Souls: And the Righteous come to them, not 
to fill their Eyes or Ears, but to ſatisſie the Appetite. As a Perſon 
goes to a Feaſt, not to deſcant or criticize upon the Diſhes ſet before 
him but to eat, and feed himſelf. And the Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
which the Taſte *adminiſters make him come with Readineſs and 
Chearfulneſs. | OR 4 
Now they who come to the Ordinances, celebrated in God's Houſe, 
as they ought, raſte a great Pleaſantneſs in them. Tis no incongru- 
ous Expreſſion, O zafte and ſee (ſays David) how gricious the Lord 
zs, Pſ. 34. 8. God's Goodneſs may be taſted ; and if we. don't taſte 
the Goodneſs of God in his Ordinances, *tis a ſad fign that our — Sen- 
ſorium — that Faculty whereby we reliſh any thing, is loſt or out 
of Order. Thus the Author to the Hebrews intimates, That we may 
Tafte the good Word of God, and the Powers of the World to come, 
Heb. 6.5. And if we taſte of them, i. e. in a ſpiritual manner, the 
more we taſt the more we ſhall delight therein. If not, *tis an Argu- 
ment People come only out of Cuſtom; which ought to be reproved. 
3. Some go not for the Amiableneſs of God's Houſe, but only for 
Company and Complaiſance to go with a Friend thither, or to meet a 
Friend there. 8 | | | 
Thus to keep a Friend company, to ſhew him the way, that they 
Nes ſeem to neglect him, or the like, they will accompany him 
thither. | | 3 
Or elſe to ſee, or meet, or ſpeak with a Friend there, whom they 
have not ſeen of a good while, this often induces them to go to 8 
f But 


; «TY 


ſhip at all: Which is a dreadful Evil, and deſerves the Auimadver- 


_ gregations : Not a-defire Perſons have to ſerve God, in any ſeperate 


Buſineſs. As if they had Souls — fantum pre ſale — only to keep 
their Bodies from ſtinking. Yet however, there is ſomething they 
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But] mult plainly tell you, That if this be all your Motive, all 
your end in going thither, you were hetter ſtay at home; for tis a 
going unworthily. As there is unworthy Receiving, ſo there is antor- 
thy bearing ; and unworthy praying. And as the one is dangerous, ſo 
is the other allo; the Prayer of the wicked is an Abomination to the 
Lord, ſays Solomon, Prov. 15. 8. ſo is his Hearing, fo is his Commu- 
nicating, 10 is all that he doth. It therefore they go thus, out of 
Company, tis becauſe that and not the Horſe of God, is Amzable in 
their Eyes; and ſo moſt deſerving a Reproof. | 

4. Fourthly and Laſtly, Some others go thither only upon Pruden- 
tial Reaſons, and Worldly Policy. Not becauſe they are affected with 
the Beauty thereof; but to avoid Cenſure, Reflection, or the Il. will 
of thoſe, whole Favour, Buſineſs, or Imploy, they depend upon. 

Heretofore indeed, many poſſibly came to avoid the Penalty of rhe 
Law: But now that is ſuſpended, the more (I think) is the Pity. 
Not for that, any truly tender Conſcience is eas'd ; but becauſe, when 
our People ſee, that if they go no whither, ſerve God no way, either 
in Publick or in Private, they ſhan't be puniſhed, this makes many 
grow Bo/d in their Profaneneſs; and frequent no place of God's Wor- 


fion of the Wiſdom of the Nation. 5 
This indeed, is the true — of the general thinneſs of our Con. 


Meetings; no, tis from no deſire they have to ſerve God at all. As 
it they were like him, the Prophet ſpeaks of, Dan. 11. 37. That did 
not regard the God of bzs Fathers, nor any God: But magnifie himſelf 
above all. So hey; they don't regard the God of their Fathers; their 
Fathers way of worſhipping and ſerving God, according to the rule of 
the Reformed Church of England; who were wont to be early, frequent, 
conſtant therein; that they regard not — 0 nor any God — They dort 
{erve God at all, no God; any how, any way; but exhauſt the whole 
Lord's Day, and confume it in Sloth, Smoke, Drink, or Worldly 


have inſtead of God, whoſe God is their Intereſt : And to promote 


that, and to curry favour, they may ſometimes come to the Houſe 
of God. Whereas, if you are Mer Pleaſers only, confider who hath 
{ſpoken it, Verily ye have your reward, Mat. 6. 2. | 
Thus you ſee who they are, that deſerve this ſevere Reprehenſion, 
they who don't delight in the Lord's Tabernacle at al: And they who 
come to it from an Evi Principle, or to an Evil fog „„ 
And here we may make a brief Enquiry into the Juſtneſs of this Re- 
proof, and ſhew whereupon it is grounded. Upon theſe Four. follow. 
ing Con/aderations. ; Arcs 1. For 
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48. Diſcourage their Newghbours. — 0544 03 
"mids 5; 2701 508 26012 20h yr ovgh yet Sinot ye bl Shit fo 
hen in ichuſe Eyes*the'Taberaucle ef God is not'traly Amiable, 
ate in ſome meafure (at leaſt) guifty of fotne, or other, or all theſe 
things: Which whoſocver are ſo; are moſt juſtly Tel 9 4 

r. They who neglect, or contemn the Houſe of God and the Place 
of his Publicꝶ Worſhip, diſhonour God. They diſappoint'what in 
them lieth, the great end and deſign fer which it was raiſed, vig. to 
be the place, where the Saeriſices of Prayers and Praiſes, may be 
duely and unanimouſſy offered up to Almighty God, thro* our Lord 
and Saviour Ju ſus Chriſt, to the Glory and Honour of his Holy Name. 
Now we find, that good People's frequenting the Houle of God, 
and publiekly paying him that Worſhip and Adoration they owe him, 
Gad is pleaſed to interpret this an Honouring of him; according to 
that of the King'y Prophet, . rp me thanks and Praiſe, he 
honoureth me, Pf. 50. V. lt. ui ſacrificiat Laudem — He that 
offers me the Sacrifice of Praiſe, he honoureth me. Sacrifices were 
a Publick Worſhip: of God: And the Sacrifices of Chriſtians, Thanks 
and Praiſe, the more Publick they are, the more is God hogoured 
28 Which we may conclude to be the ground of Holy David's 
xhortation, Let them exalt him alſo in the Cngregation of the People, 
and 8 bim in the Aſſembly of the Elders, Pſ. 107. 32. That his ways 
may be known upon Earth, and bis ſaving Health among all Nations. 
As a Perſon that reports any ſcandalous Story of another, the more 
he ſpreads it, the-more he diſhonours him-: So he that declareth the 
Praiſes of Almighty Gad, the more publickly aud openly, and com- 
monly he dotk it, the fore may he be faid to hondur'him. Which 
indeed is one Reaſon, why the Puablicꝶ Aſſemblies of his People are 
molt acceptable to him; for that in thetri, his Praz/es are the greater, 


+ 


and there is a more open Manifeſtation thereof. 

Whereby we ſee, not to frequent the Horſe of God, not to encou- 
Tage and my his Paid there, in his Interpretation is a diſho- 
nouring of him. O, How: greafly then, do many among us diſho- 
nour God? who flight and ne; A thePlace-where his Honour dwells'? 
who:wilfilly abſent themſelves from it days withour number? who 
when they have ever fo fair Invitations and Encouragements, ſhaH 
not be prevailed upon to come? But let them conſider 
what Truth hath ſpoken * Then that honour ine 1 * 1 Sam. 2.39, 
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"oy 2. Farther, Such may be ſaid to Diſreſpeli themſelves. They who 
It are not taken with the Amableneſs of 's Hauſe and Ordinances, 
$15 as 5 ought, have not that true Love to themſelves, they may ſeem 
to have. TRIES A Hep 2 SWAN DL 4 
. 2. How? May ſome ſay, Have they not that true Love to them- 
12 ſelves? Why! *ris becauſe they love themſelues fo well, that they 
* love God's Houſe ſo little; becauſe they won't put themſelves to the 
15 Labour and Trouble of going. For Anſwer, | ; | 
bl A. This is not true, but a falſe and fooliſh Love; like theirs, who 
Fil prefer the Cabinet before the Fewel, the Ring before the Diamond, the 


Shell before the Kernel. The Body, in Compariſon to the Soul, is but 

a Shell, a Husk, a Cabinet; tis the Soul is the Fewe/ of ineſtimable 

Value, which ought eſpecially to be preſerved. 

2 If People are therefore willing to ſecure their Temporal, with the 
a Deſtruction of their Eternal Intereſt, to ſecure their preſent. Eaſe, 
ky with the loſs of their future Happineſs, to reap Pleaſures of a Mo- 
ments Duration, with the Forfeiture of thoſe which are at God's 
right Hand for evermore, can they be ſaid to love themſelves? Call 
you this-Love? Do you look upon this as Wiſdom ? Beloved, thoſe 
bleſſed Ordinances here adminiſtred, are intended for your higheſt 
and trueſt welfare; as was intimated before, they are appointed for 
the Nouriſhment of your Souls, in Grace and Faith; and they ought 
to be looked upon as your neceſſary Food; withont which they muſt 
. ſtarve and periſh. Now can that Perſon be ſaid to lovg himſelf, or 
"Fg conſult his own Welfare, that neglects his appointed Food? Who 
taſts away his Stomach, and pines himſelf to Death? Yet this is the 

caſe of the Generality of our People: Tho' the Word and Sacrament 

be that heavenly food, that Manna that. came down from above, 

which alone can ſupport and maintain the Spiritual Life in them, yer 
where are they, that do hunger and thirſt after it? That will go but 

a few ſteps to the Houſe of God, and take it in its Seaſon ?: It. may 

de juſtly fear'd, upon a due Enquiry, very few ſuch may be found: 
Wl. Le, rather argues the Cryelty of a Hyrant, than the Love of 2 
ns Tien | 
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5 3. What farther juſtifies this Reproof is this, That ſuch as do not 0 
I. Love, i. e. frequent God's. Tabernacles, lo greatly diſparage the js 
* Meſſengers and Miniſters of God belonging thereunto. They leflen 116 
45 them, and cauſe their Diſeſteem in the Opinion of the World; to Nu 
by leave them to preach, to a few empty Seats (and yet more ſometimes » 
1. perhaps than Hearers) or to Read the ſolemn Prayers of the Church, 125 
oh to a few Stone Pillars, what a Diſparagement is this? For it 13 
5 | makes the World ſuſpe& them to be deficient in Gifts, Parts, Morals, 

al! Learning, or ſome other thing (when all the while they may — 58 | 

a. | 0 


and (on ſecrated Places for Religious Manſbip Viudicated 0 43 
ſo) to ſee them thus neglected. Were they Wiſe Men, or Good Men, 
or Able Men, many ate ready: to lay, their Flocks would not thus 
leave them; their People would not thus forſake them; thus is the 
World apt to cenſure. ie ILY 

But then this doth not always (indeed but ſeldom) hold true: For 
the moſt eminent for Learning, the molt exemplary for Converſation, 
the moſt powerful for Doctrine, have oftentimes been forſaken by fa- 
ious, proud, falſe-willed People. Our Bleſſed Saviour when he 

achal Life and Salvation in the World, was not liked by all. 
t. Peter that was ſo fervent in Spirit, St. Paul that was fo power- 
mul in Preaching (that twas one of the three things St. Auſtin deſired 
> to have ſeen, Paul in the Pulpit) and Apollos, that was ſo eloquent 
and mighty in the Scriptures }, had each of them ſome 
4 Hearers which did not like them; as we find from that FAR. 18. 24. 
Y 


E 


Paſſage of the Apoſtle, where he tells us, that the Chr:- 

| ſtians at Corinth, ſome were for Paul, ſome for Apollcs, ſome for 
1 Cephas, and ſome for Chriſt; all (it ſeems) were not for Chriſt him- 
ſelf. So that ſome of God's true and faithful Miniſters and Meſſen- 
% gers, may be forſaken by their People, be they ever ſo accompliſhed, 
1 be they ever ſo eminent whether for Parts or Piety. 

Farther we know too, That many who are no way excellent, ei- 
ther for natural or acquired Parts, have little or no Learning, no 
| Education, no Skill in the Tongues, no Knowledge in Phz/oſophy, yet 
by are flock d after, are cromdad, arehac wn Admiration, as if they were 
Angels deſcended from Heaven. Are cried up by their ignorant Ad- 
2 mirers, are, tantum non, adored; and commanded, and frequented, as 
| by it they were Apoſtles immediately ſent from God, Whereas, tis ſuffi- 
95 ciently known, all the while, that many of them are ignorant, illi- 

* terate, uneducated Mecbanichs; and beſides Tore, and Noiſe, there's 
1 nothing in them. eb c 0 1 | 
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9 Now how much it is good Peoples Duty, to eſteem and reverence 
1 the true Meſſengers of Chriſt, and Miniſters of the Goſpel, whom 
65 God, and his Church, hath placed over them, you may infer from 
that of the Apoſt/e ? 1 The. 5. 12, 13. We beſeech you Brethren to 
know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admoniſh you; and to eſteem theni very highly in 4 for their Works 
Jake. Where you: fee, your Minifters, who are over you in the Lord, 
whom the Lord, in his gracions Providence, hath Jet over gon, or 
who are over you in the things of the Lord, you ought to treat them 
with a reverential Lobe; and eſteem very highly of them, as the 
Ambaſjadors of Chriſt. So the ſame Apoſile elſewhere *, 
Let the Elders that rule well, be counted worthy of dou- * Tim. 5. 17. 
ble Honour, eſpecially they who . in Word and Do- a 
58857 2 HFriue 


44 WL The Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, Es 
ri ne. And as I» ought” to'reverence the true Biſhops and Presby- 
ters of the Church, ſo to beware how you credit and countenance, as 
fuch, thoſe who are none; who vun be 


fore they are ſent, and pre- 
ſumptuouſly invade the ſacred Functi n. 
You therefore, who by your careleſs, wilful, profane abſenting 
our ſelves from the Tabernacle of God to which you belong, to the 
Diſpatageriient of your Gofpe! Miniſters, ought to be feproved. 
Laſtly, They in whoſe Eyes God's Houſe, his Worthip and Service 
is not Amiable, do thereby greatly 2:/courage their Neighbours ; and 
diſcourage them too, in Matters of the higheſt and weightieſt Conſe- 
quence; which may at length iſſue in their Eternal Ruin 
'Tis the Duty, and it ought to be the Care of Chriſtians. not to lay a 
Snare in their Neighbours way; but rather (as the Apoſtle exhorts) 
every one ſhould, pleaſe his Neighbour, for his gcod to Edification, 
Rom. 15. 2. promote the Edification of his Neighbour. in Vertue, Pi- 
ety, and the Fear of God, as much as in him is. EL 
Now an ill Example is a Snare, and à very dangerous one too; 
ſuch as but too many are taken in. For when you abſent your ſelves 
and keep away from God's Publick Worſhip and Service, you there- 
by diſcourage your Neighbour'from frequenting of it alſo. He is apt 
to think, tis no greater Sin in him to neglect God's: Hoxſe, than tis 
in you; if he ſees you to do it, he thinks he may as ſafely do it alſo. 
Hence he grows /#Xewarm, and indifferent in this matter; and at length 
ſtark cold, down-right profane, deſyifing and negleQing all the Duties 
of Religion. And this is owing much to your Example; the Badneſs 
whereof, hath prov'd this, or that Man, or perhaps many Men, their 
Ruin, their Eternal Ruin. Tos ap | 
From all which ſerious Confiderations, you ſee how very deſerving, 
of a /harp Reproof they are, who have no true Love, nor Eſteem. for 
the Lord's Tabernacles; which though it be highly Amiable, yer”tis 
not ſo in their Eyes: And this ſhall ſuffice as to the Third-Inference. 
4. Fourthly and Laſtly, This Place of Scripture may be farther z/e- 
ful yet — mes mdviay — For Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs. And that 
theſe two ways. r | 
1. Firft, By way of Examination. And © + 
2, * By way of Exhortation. ITE SIO 
1. Hirſt, This may put you upon the Tryal and Examination of 
your ſelves, whether God's Tabernacle, the Place of his Publicꝶ Wor- 
Hip, be truly Amiaule in your Eyes or nag i 
Some, I fuppoſe, will be ready to look upon this Advice as need - 
leſs and impertinent; pretend ing, they are ſure that they Love the 
Church very well (tor I am ſpeaking to ſuch now, as own ſome 
Kindneſs to our Churches) they are Friends of the Church; * 
| | 2 7 


* 
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teady to cry out, with thoſe the Prophet mentions, The Temple of 
.tbe Lord] The Temple of the Lord! So that at firſt hearing, one 
would conclude, That they were the only true Lovers of the Church. 
Yet upon a fair Tryal, upon a true Examination of things, it will be 
found, That they do not love the Church, and (whatever they ſay) 
ris not truly lovely in their Eyes; as may appear upon theſe tollow- 
ing Marks and-Charatters. Oy” | 

1. Are you careful to keep the Tiosſe and Tabernacle of God in 
good L oe well cleanſed from Filth, Rubbith, or any other Annoy- 
ance? *Tis one of the expreſs Canons of our Church, 

That the Wardens ſhall take Care, That the Church be „ Can. 85. 
well and ſufficiently repair d; the Windows well glazed, 

and the Floor kept paved, plain, and even; without Duft, or any thing 
that may be noiſome or 3 as becometh the Houſe of God. The 
leaſt and loweſt degree of our Love to it, is to keep it ſweet and 
clean, and handſome , as knowing, the God whom we there worthip 
is the God of Parity and Cleanneſs; and we ought to find, or make ir fo, 
as an Argument of our Honour and Reverence to the God we ſerve. 

This is a Matter, whatever any fooliſh or profane Perſon may 
think thereof, of that Nature and Conſequence; That the Fathers of 
our Reformation here in England, have thought fit to compole an 
Homily, to be Read in Churches, For Repairing and keep- | 
ing clean, and comely Adorning of Churches; that is 2 * 
the Title of it f. 3 whereot, for the grea- om. * 5 
ter Authority, of what J ſay, Iſhall here lay before you 
in the ſame Words. 

. © It is a common cuſtom uſed of all Men, when they intend to 
* have their Friends and Neighbours come to their Houfes, to eat or 
drink with them, or to treat or talk of any Matter, they will have 
* their. Houſes (which they keep in continual Reparations) to be clean 
and fine; leſt they ſhould be accounted Sluttiſh, or little to regard 
their Friends and Neighbours. How much more then ought the 
< Houſe of God (which we call the Church) to be fufficiently re- 
* pair'd in all Places, and to be honourably adorn'd and garniſh'd 
and to be kept clean and ſweet, to the Comfort of the People, that 
© ſhall reſort thereunto. ——- | 

And then the Homily, having obſerv'd how K. Foaſh and K. Foſtas 
repaired the Temple of God at Feruſalem, proceeds to make theſe In- 
ferences from thence. 1. That God is well pleaſed, that his People 

** thould have a convenient Place to refort unto, to-praiſe his Holy 
Name. 2. He is highly pleaſed with-all -thoſe,: which diligently 
© and zealouſly go about to amend and reftore fuch Places as are ap- 
pointed for che Congregation of God's People:to reſort unto, 3. God 
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© was ſore diſpleaſed with his People, becauſe they builded, decked, 


and trimmed up their own Houſes, and ſufter'd God's Houſe to be 


jn Ruin and Decay; to lie uncomely and fulſome. Wherefore God 


© was ſore grieved with them, and plagyed them as appeareth in the 
© Prophet Aggie, Ch. 1. v. 4, 5, 6. ——— By which it may evident- 


© ly appear, that God will have his Temple, his Church, the Place 


© where his Congregation ſhall reſort, to be well maintain'd — And 


© 2 little after thus it proceeds — The World thinketh it but a Tri- 
fle, to ſee their Church in Ruin and Decay; but whoſo doth not 
lay to their a hands, they fin againſt God and his Holy Con- 
* gregation. It is Sin and Shame to ſee ſo many Churches, ſo rui- 
* nous and ſo fouly decayed, almoſt in every Corner. If a Man's 
private Houſe wherein he dwelleth be decayed, he will never ceaſe 
till it be reſtored again. Yea, if his Barn where he keepeth his 
Corn, be out of Reparations, what Diligence uſeth he to make it 
in perfect State again? If his Stable for his Horſe, yea, the Stye 
for his Swine, be not able to hold out Water and Wind, how care- 
ful is he to do colt thereon? And ſhall we be ſo mindful of our 
common, baſe Houſes, deputed to fo vile Imployment, and be forget- 
© ful toward that Houſe of God, wherein be intreated _the Words of 


our Eternal Salvation? Wherein be miniſtred the Sacraments and 
© Myſteries of our Redemption. —— Thus our Homily. 


L have been the larger in giving the ſerious Exhortation of our 
Church in this Affair, for the Scaſonableneſs thereof; For that God's 
Houſe is ſuffer d to fall into ſuch ſad decay in many Places of the 
Kingdom, the Pavement much broken, ſunk, and uneven; Duſt and 
Rubbiſh ſcatter d up and down, very unſeemly for the Houſe of God. 
Is this your Love to God's Houſe ? Is it only thus Amiable in your 
Eyes? — Pudet bec opprobria nobis — | 


This certainly is a Shame, and a Reproach to Perſons profeſſing 


Godlineſs: And not only ſo, but a Sin too. A Sin that muſt be 
very offenſive in the Eyes of God, who in his wiſe Providence, amidſt 
all our late Fears, having eltabliſhed his Reformed Worſhip and Ser- 
vice among us, ſhall obſerve, that we take no Care, will be at no 
Charge to keep up, and adorn the place appointed for the Celebra- 
tion thereof. Let not any eſteem this ſo ſmall a Matter; if God 


ſees that we ſo neglect his Houſe and Service, he may juſtly deprive 
us of both; and ſuffer Superſtition and Idolatry to return upon us: 
Which God forbid. This is the firſt Mark. | 


2. You may try your Love to God's Houſe farther, By what yore 
have given toit; either towards the Adorning of it, or the furniſhing 
it with ſuch Urenfils, as are fit and proper. for the better Celebra- 
tion of God's Worſhip and Service therein. When God raiſed up, his 


Tabernacle 


' $267 
* 


Primitive Chriſtians 


Shrines, and Altars of Saints: 
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Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs, he commanded that it ſhould: be 
adorn'd with great Coft and Curiaſity. He was pleaſed himſelf to in- 
ſpire Begaliel and Ahohab, in Wiſdom and in Underſtanding, and 
Knowledge, to deviſe curious Works ;, to work in Gold, and in Silver, 
and in Braſs, in cutting Stones, and in carving of Wood, &c. as is ex- 
preſſed, Exod. 35. 31. v. and onward. And the People of God we 


find, were fo very free in their Offerings of Gold, Silver, Precious 


Stones, Rich Hangings, and the like, towards the Adornation thereof, 


that Moſes was forced to reſtrain their Liberality, by Publick Procla- 


mation, Exod. 36. 6. Wag 
But then, if we deſcend to the times of Chriſtianity, we find the 
begrudg'd no Coſt or Charges in building and 
adorning Churches for the Publick Worſhip and$eFpice of God. They 
not only rais'd Noble Strutfures, but very richly adorn'd them; an 
Account whereof you had before. . eee 

Nor let any ſay, or think, That this was done only in the Days of 
Superſtition. No; Conſtantine the Great, who built that noble 


Church call'd the Martyrium at Conſtantinople, lived long before 


Popery, and that ſort of Superſtition obtain'd in the Worid. And as 
he was the firſt, ſo he was the moſt pious any 6 Prince recorded 


in Hiſtory. Nor would I be thought to go about to vindicate the 


Practices of deluded People, in reſpe& to their ſeveral Gifts and Of- 
terings, which heretofore they ſuperſtitiouſly made, to the Images, 
hich amounted in ſome Churches 
here in England, to an immenſe Treaſure of infinite Value. Such 
was that of Thomas Becket, in the Church of Canterbury: 

Of which the Hiſtorian gives this Account * That the Speed 's Hilt.. 


Shrine of Thomas Becket did abound with more than df Great r. 


Princely Riches ;, whoſe meaneſt part was pure Gold, gar- 8 8. p. 


viſb d with many precious Stones; and great Orient Pearls. To 
The ſpoil of which, when it was defaced in King Henry the VIII's days, 
in Gold and Fewels, fuld two great Cheſts .; one of 

which, fix or eight ſtrong Men could do no more, than 7 Weev. Fun. 
convey out of the Church. Which Images and Shrines, © P. 09% 


as they were abuſed, to Superſtition and-Idolatry, were ſo far from 


_Adorning, that they did greatly pollute and defile the Houſe of God. 


Wherefore by the Ijunction of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſhoners, in the 
1. Edw. VI. they were very juſtly ordered to be taken down and de- 
moliſhed; /o that no Memory of them was to remain in 
the Walls or Windows\}, But then the Church was not Jg. Hiſt.of 
to be defaced, but carefully in the room thereof, to be . 


adorn d with ſeveral Texts of Holy Scripture in the 9 


Enxgliſb Tongue, as was noted before: Which is the ground of thoſe 
. Sentences, 


48 The Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, 


Sentences, we ſee written on the Walls of our Churches, now every 
where, too little regarded; as appears, for that in ſome Places they 


are clean waſh'd out by Mens hands, and others, ſuffer'd to be obll. 
terated by the Spunge of Time. 


However therefore, this Practice may have been abuſed (as what 


harh not?) yet this ſhould-nor diſcourage a prudent and pious Zeal 
herein. And People may ſtill pleaſe God, and do him good Service, 
in Rebuilding, Repairing, and Adorning his Houſes in the Land. As 
Arch. Biſbop Laud, beſtowed ſo much in the laſt Age, upon St. Paul's. 
London, that Sir Edward Deering, his profeſſed Adverſary, ſaid thus 
: of him, That whereſoever his Grave ſhould be, Paul's 
f Ach. wo Y. would be his perpetual Monument, and his Book againſt 
. Fiſher the Feſuit, bis Epitaph *. ee] 
Nor are we deſtitute of eminent e to this purpoſe, in the 
poet Age: Not only in reſpect to London, where they have Re- 
uilded their Churches, deſtroyed by that Dreadful Fire, 1666. in a 


very beautiful manner, and St. Paul's very g/orioufly (unto which an 


Honourable Gentlewoman, born in this Pariſh of Berry-Pomeroy, gave 
a Thouſand Pounds) but in the Country alſo. Where the ſame No- 
ble Lady, Miſtreſs Dorothy Seymour, gave to the Pariſb- Church of 


Berry. Pomeroy aforeſaid, a very fair Altar-Piece, with a New Commu- 


nion- Table, a rich Carpet to cover it, carv'd or turn'd Rails to en- 


cloſe it, a large gilded Chalice, with other things of Value; and «lp 
e 


new laid the Floor of the Chancel throughout with ſquared Stones. We 
have another Example of a like Piety, in Totnes near adjoining z 
where Mr. Richard Langdon, Merchant, hath given lately an Hun- 


dred Pounds, in double-gilt Plate, for the Communion Service of that 


Church, and a rich Crimſon Velvet Carpet, with deep Gold Fringe for 
the Commyinion- Table there. The like whereunto near to the ſame 
Value, was done for the Pariſh Church of Dartmouth in this County, 
by Willom Hayne, Eſq; lately deceaſed. ds een yh 
Theſe things I mention, not only for an Honourable Record, of the 
Memories of thoſe pious and worthy Perſons, but alſo for the Ex- 
ample and Encouragement herein of others ; eſpecially ſuch as-are of 
Quality and Ability to do the ſame. For the truth is, the Lord's 
Table is fo ill furniſhed generally, in our Country-Churches, with 
proper Utenfils, that we are enforced to ſerve him in Pewter, which 
methinks, they who would ſcorn to be ſerv'd in ſuch Veſſels at their 
own Teb/es, ſhould diſdain to ſee God, and themſelves too, ſerv'd 
in them, at the Lord's Table. This can't but be a Reproach to thoſe, 
who can glory; in rich Cup 

care not how very meanly God is ſerved in his. 
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in rich Cap boarde of Plate, in their own Houſes, yet 
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This then will remain, as one certain Character whereby to diſtin- 
guiſh your Love to the Houſe or Tabernacle of God, the Gifts you 
beſtow upon the Beautiſying and Adorning of it. 

3. You may farther 77y your Love to God's Houſe, by examining 
your ſelves (it you have done it no good) whether you Þave done it no 
wrong; whether you have not taken, or kept away, any thing which 
belongs to the Church; which the Piety of your Fore-fathers, and 
the Goodneſs of God hath beſtowed and ſettled upon it. 

This may be thought a nice and tender Sore ; however, by a taith- 
ful hand, it ought to be ſearched to the bottom, in order to à tho. 
rough Cure. 

Tithes and Offerings were fo ſettled by God upon himſelf, in the 
Prieſts and Levites under the Land, that when the People detained, 
or with-held them, he complains that they had Robbed him : le have 
Robbed me, fays God. Wherein, ſay they? In Tithes and Ofgerines, 
Mal. 3. 8. Well, what follows? Do they eſcape ſo? No; look on 
to the next v. and ſee — Ie are curſed with a Curſe; fer ye have 
Robbed me, even this whole Nation. 

Now what was the ground of Peoples Payment of Tyhes under 
the Law ? That ſeems Moral and perpetual, viz. the upholding and 
maintaining God's true Worſhip and Service. So that under the Late 
it can't be denied, but that Tithes were — Fure divino — due. 

Well then, Why ought they not to be held ſo ſtill, under the Go. 
ſpel 2 Do we any where find, that they are any way abrogated, by 
our Bleſſed Saviour or his Apoſtles, as the Ceremonial Law was? 
When St. Paul reckons up ſeveral Fewſh Rites and Ceremonies, that 
were aboliſhed by our Savious's coming, as Meats and Drinks, and 
Holy-days, and Sabbath-days, in the 2 Col. 16, We don't find Tithes 
mentioned as any of them. | 

Nay, rather, we find they are continued and confirmed by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles : So our Saviour, when he ſent out the ſeventy Dif: 
ciples to Preach the Goſpel, he encourages them to take ſomeching 
for their pains; Eat and drink ſuch things as they give : for the La- 
bourer is worthy of his Hire, Luke 10. 7. The things that they give--- 
Some perhaps, may be encourag'd hence to ſay, that tere of 
the Goſpel ought to take no more, than what good People willingly 
dive them. I wholly deny this Interpretation; nor is ther one word 
of giving in the Original; as it what they received was a Matter of 
meer Charicy. The Words are theſe — mis duriy — Que ipforunm, 
froe apud 1þjos ſunt, ipſorum Bona. So the Critic f. „ 
Eating and drinking, ihoje things that are theirs, taking 1 Pol. Crit. in 
part of what they - have, viz. of their good things; and . 
that for this Reaſon — The Labourer is worthy of his Hire. He 


H that 


— * * 
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Sentences, we ſee written on the Walls of our Churches, now every | 
where, too little regarded; as appears, for that in ſome Places they 


are clean waſh'd out by Mens hands, and others, ſufter'd to be obll. 
terated by the Spunge of Time. | | 


However therefore, this Practice may have been abuſed. (as what 


harh not?) yet this ſhould-not diſcourage a prudent and pious Zeal 
herein. And People may till pleaſe God, and do him good Service, 
in Rebuilding, Repairing, and Adorning his Houſes in- the. Land. AS 
Arch. Biſbop Laud, beſtowed ſo much in the laſt Age, upon St. Paw/'s. 
London, that Sir Edward Deering, his profeſſed Adverſary, faid thus 
van . of him, That whereſoever bis Grave ſhould be, Paul's 
Ach. Ox. v. would be bis perpetual Monument, and his Book againſt 
2, p. 31. g Aare rat 4. 
Fiſher the Jeſuit, bis Epitaph &. 1 

Nor are we deſtitute of eminent Examples to this purpoſe, in the 
reſent Age: Not only in reſpect to London, where they have Re- 
uilded their Churches, deſtroyed by that Dreadful Fire, 1666. in a 


very beautiful manner, and St. Pauls very gloriouſiy (unto which an 


Honourable Gentlewoman, born in this Pariſh of Berry-Pomeroy, gave 
4 Thouſand Pounds) but in the Country alſo. Where the ſame No- 
ble Lady, Miſtreſs Dorothy Seymour, gave to the Pariſb- Church of 


Berry-Pomeroy aforeſaid, a very fair A/zar-Piece, with a New Commus- 


nion. Table, a rich fn, 
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This then will remain, as one certain Character whereby to diſtin- 
guiſh your Love to the Houſe or Tabernacle of God, the Gifts you 
beſtow upon the Beautifying and Adorning of it. 

3. You may farther 77y your Love to God's Houſe, by examining 
your ſelves (if you have done it no good) whether you haue done it no 
wrong; whether you have not taken, or kept away, any thing which 
belongs to the Church; which the Pzety of your Fore-fathers, and 
the Goodneſs of God hath beſtowed and ſettled upon it. 

This may be thought a nice and tender Sore ; however, by a taith- 
ful hand, it ought to be ſearched to the bottom, in order to a tho 
rough Cure. 

Iithes and Offerings were fo ſettled by God upon himſelf, in the 
Prieſts and Levites under the Land, that when the People detained, 
or with-held them, he complains that they had Robbed him le have 
Robbed me, ſays God. Wherein, ſay they? In Tithes and Offerings, 
Mal. 3.8. Well, what follows? Do they eſcape ſo? No; look on 
to the next v. and ſee — Ne are curſed with a Curſe, for ye have 
Robbed me, even this whole Nation. 

Now what was the ground of Peoples Payment of Tithes under 
the Law ? That ſeems Moral and perpetual, viz. the upholding and 
maintaining God's true Worſhip and Service. So that under the Lato 
it can't be denied, but that Tithes were — Fure divino — due. 

Well then, Why ought they not to be held ſo ſtill, under the Go- 
ſpel ? Do we any where find, that they are any way abrogated, by 
our Blefſed Saviour or his Apoſtles, as the Ceremonial Law was? 
When St. Paul reckons up ſeveral Zewiſh Rites and Ceremonies, that 
were aboliſhed by our Savious's coming, as Meats and Drinks, and 
Holy-days, and Sabbath-days, in the 2 Gy 16, We don't find Ti hes 
mentioned as any of them. | 

Nay, rather, we find they are continued and confirmed by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles : So our Saviour, when he ſent out the ſeventy Diſ- 
ciples to Preach the Goſpel, he encourages them to take ſomething 
for their pains; Eat and drink ſuch things as they give : for the La- 
bourer is worthy of his Hire, Luke 10. 7. The things that they give--- 
Some perhaps, may be encourag'd hence to ſay, that Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ought to take no more, than what good People willingly 
ive them. I wholly deny this Interpretation; nor is there one word 
of giving in the Original; as it what they received was a Matter of 
meer Charity. The Words are theſe — mis du — Que ipſorum, 
Jſroe apud iþfos ſunt , ipſorum Bona. So the Critic f. . 
Eating and drinking, thoſe things that are theirs; taking 1 Pol. Crit. in 
part of what they habe, viz. of their good things; and 
that for this Reaſon — The Labourer is worthy of his Hire. He 
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that worketh hath a right to his Wages; *tis his proper due; and 
he that detains it, fins in a high Meaſure. Nor can the Labourer be 
ſaid to live of Charity, but by what properly is his own, and belongs 
to him. That our Saviour, by this Hire, intends no leſs than the 
Tithe, we may infer from that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. v. Do ye 
not know that they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things 
of the Temple ? and they which wait at the Altar, are Partakers with 
the Altar? Even ſo bath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the 
Goſpe! ſhould live of the Goſpel. Where is not only a very compe- 
tent Maintenance eltabliſhed upon Goſpe/ Miniſters, but alſo the kind 
of it, that it ſflall be by T:7Þ-s and Offerings; as we may infer if we 
once more conſider the Circumſtances even ſo hath the Lord — where 
you ſee who hith ordain'd--the Lord And what he hath ordain'd — That R 
they that preach the Goſpel ſhall live of the Goſpel — But how ? after a $ 
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precarious or ſordid manner? No, but as the Przeſts did under the = «< 
Law, as they did that ſerv'd the Temple, and waited at the Altar _ 
— Even ſo, ſaith the Apgſt/e, i. e. by I7thes and Offerings at leaſt. * | 


See allo that of the Apoſt/e elſe-where, Gal. 6. 6. Let him that is 
taught in the word, communicate to him that teacheth, in all good things. 
Where you ſee, that a Chriſtian hath nothing that is communicable, ö 
as the Fruits of his Field, the encreaſe of his Cattle, and the like, - 
but he ought to .communicate ſome part of it. To whom? To him z 


that teacheth him in the word. So that ſomething, you ſee, of every 4 
thing is their Due. The great matter is, to know preciſely how | 
much. Why truly, the Piery of Chriſtians ought to be ſuch, as to ; 


fee that it be not leſs than the Tenth. For what were this, but to 
undervalue the Ge/ of Chrift, and to ſet it beneath the Law? 
Whereas the Gœſyel is a far more glorious Diſpenſation, according to 
that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3. 7, 8, 9. If the Miniſtration of Condem- 
nation be Glory, much more doth the Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs ex- 
ceed in Glory. Under the Law the Prieſt's Office lay much in killing, 
and dreſſing, and offering up Bx//ocks and Goats : The Prieſts under 
the Goſpel, they offer up to God --- vitulos Labiorum — the Calves 
of their Lips. Under the Law they ſacrificed Kids and Lambs , un- 

der the Goſpel, we offer up the Sacrifice of Praiſe and 


* Heb. 13.15 Thankſzrving *. So that tho' the Mode of God's Ser- * 
vice be alter'd, and chang'd, from what *twas under the 1 
Law, the ſubſtance of it {till remains. Which conſider'd, none can of 
{hew a ſufficient Reaſon, why the Go/pe! Miniſtrations ſhould not be 7 
fo highly encourag d and rewarded, as thoſe of the Law were. We ” | 


rind the Primitive Chriſtians, were of a far different Temper from 
the preſent Age, who were not only content to give the Tithe of 
[ hat they had, for propagating the Go/pe7, but fold all they had: 
| | And 
| 
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away the Tithes from many Pariſh Churches, and ſettled 
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And laid it down at the Apes Feet r. So that vou 
here may ſee (at leaſt in part) what Go el-Right Mi. fad. 4.34,38. 
niſters of the Goſpel have to Tithes: Which are alſo 
confirmed to them, by the Laws of our Country. So that what right 
any one hath from the Law to his Goods, the ſame have Miniſters to 
their Tt hes. 

©. But you will ſay, in many Places of the Kingdom, they are 
Alienated from the Church : If they are, as you ſeem to make them, 
fo — jure divino due, how comes that about? 

A. For Anſwer, We know it to be too true by ſad Experience; but 
that they are ſo, hath occaſioned no ſmall Reflection on the Popiſh 
Parliament (for ſuch it was) in K. Henry the VIII's * 


Days, who did it. For as the Pope before had taken ,, , R. K. 


H.8. 31% cap. 


them upon Abbzes and Convents, Ihe) upon the Diſjo- 
lution of thoſe Houſes, with as much right, gave them to the King. 
Who ſcatterd them abroad, ſome by Giſt, ſome by Sale, into Lay- 
mens hands; in which (to the Diſhonour of the Reformation) they have 
generally ever fince continued. For as our Proteſtant Princes and 
Prelates, and Commons of the Realm, Reform'd the Church of other 
pieces of Popery, ſo had they done well to have done this alſo. Bur 
then, if they who then gave them away, had no Juſt Right to them, 
if they were ſettled before — jure divino on it — of Equity and Con- 
ſcience they belong to the Church ſtill; and they that thus have them, 
may do well alſo to refund them. 
That Tithes (which are relative due, and become payable by the 
Law of God, only upon the Score of performing Religious Offices for 
them) nay, that Eafler: Duties, Womens-Churchings, and other Sur- 
plice-Fees, (as in many Places they are challeng'd) ſhould fall into 
Lay-lands, that do no diſtinguiſhable good with them, nor for them, is 
very ſtrange; and remains as a Blot upon the Reforma- : 
tion . So true is that which a Learned Author of the E _ 
laſt Age obſerv'd, in a Diſcourſe he dedicated to King pee, p. "i 
James I. (worthy of the Peruſal, in this caſe, of all Lato- : 
yers as well as Divines) Some may ſay, had we lived in thoſe 
© Days, no doubt we ſhould not have done as our Predeceſſors did: 
But (fays he) hereby are we Witneſles againſt our ſelves, that we 
are the Succeſſors of them that did ſuch things. We have indeed 
* divided the Sin with them; they were the Robbers, and we are the 
Receivers; they took from the Church, and we enjoy it. 1hey take 
WY he Sheaf from the hungry, Job. 24. Io. 
o bring this Diſcourſe a little nearer home to your ſelves and 
your own Caſe ; where It hes are ſtill payable to thoſe Aliniſters of 
2 the 
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the Goſpel, that labour among you, in Word and Docfrine, you may 
do well, to examine your Conſciences how you diſcharge this Duty: 
Don't People make it their Buſineſs in laying them our, to ſhuffle 
and cut, and defalk them as much as they can? Or if the 
agree, don't they labour to impoſe upon the Ignorance or neceſſity of 
their Miniſters herein? bringing them to compound for much leſs 
than the real z7r17/ick Value Don't they inſiſt upon #njuſt, unrea- 
ſonable Cuſtomes and Preſcriptions? And tho' begun under Popery, 
don't they endeavour to keep them up ſtill, even under the Reforma- 
tion? Not conhidering alſo, that tho? there might be ſome ground 
for rhe Payment of ſo little then, that there is none now. A Penny 
then, was more than the Value of a Shilling now. And what? Are 
you willing to have that for a Penny, which is now really worth a 
Shilling? And would yield ſo much, if duely paid? Where is the 
Equity or Conſcience of this Proceeding ? To pretend Cuſtom in an 
evil Matter, is no juſtifiable Excuſe z evil Cuſtomes, how profitable 
ſoever, ought to be broken. The reaſon and ground of the Cuſtom 
being chang'd, the Cuſtom, in Equity and Conſcience, ought to be ſo 
too. This Religion and Chriſtianity obliges to. But then, here 1 
ſhall crave leave to ſpeak a Word or two, to thoſe who come not un- 
der the Obligation of P/edial Jiu hes (i. e. Corn, Graſs, Lambs, and 
the like) as having nothing of this kind to pay, whether they are 
not obliged to pay ſomething to God's Tabernacle, and thoſe who 
ſerve therein? i. e. Merchants, Shop Rec pers, Artificers, and other Tradeſ- 
men, and what they are oblig'd to pay. 


That they are oblig'd to pay ſomething, in Foro Conſcientiæ — in 
the Court of Conſcience, if not in Foro humano — the Court of Man, 


is plain. For that if we miniſter to you in Spiritual things, 'tis but 

juſt we ſhould partake of your carnal things *: And if 
* Rom. 15.27. there were no Law of Max that did require it, the Law 

of Reaſon and Equity doth oblige to it. For if People 
enjoy the Fruit of their Minifters Labours, tis but Juſt, that their 
Miniſters ſhould partake of theirs: And that they ſhould fetch Sp- 
flies from their Shops or Stores to ſuſtain their Temporal Neceſſities, 


as well as they do from our Churches fetch the Supply of their Spi- | 


ritual wants. Yet where are thoſe, who tho' they conſtantly partake 
of cur Miniſtry, do yet contribute to the Supply of our Neceſſities, 
to the Value of Six pence a Year? Which indeed is a great Shame 
to thoſe that are guilty herein, and a great piece of Impiety as well 
as Injuſtice, that is fit to be reformed by a Law. | 

iSir Sim. Dezg's But then upon Examination, *twill be be found, That 
Parſ. Gum . even theſe People allo fall under the Obligation here: 
2. c. 2. | Unto of the Canons of the Church. which require, Thar} 
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made 4% 2. Edio. VI. I That every perſon exerciſing, bar- 
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every one ſhould pay for a Perſonal Tithe, a Tenth part of all his clear 


Gains, of what Imp/oyment or Occupation ſoever. Nor doth the Ca- 
non Lato only oblige hereunto, but there was a Srazure + Vid. Pull, 
gaining and ſelling, cloatbing, bandicraft, or other Art or m_ r 
Faculty, that had been accuſtomed to pay Perſonal Tithes within Forty 
Tears laſt paſt, ſhould yearly pay the Tenth part of bis clear gains. And 
it might be well, if the Wi/dom and Piety of the Nation, ſhould be 
pleaſed to revive this AZ, That thoſe Perſons amongs us, who (tho' 
of ſufficient Ability) now pay nothing towards the Encouragement 
of the Goſpel and Church of God in thoſe Pariſhes whereunro they 
belong, might be compell'd thereunto. 

But then for thoſe Des which the Law till obliges all unto, of 
Eafter-offerings, tho” ſo very ſmall as that they are hardly worth the 
Charge of colleQing in ſome places ; yet how unwillingly do People 
pay them, that pay nothing elſe? Where is their Con/z7ence Where 
is their Religion? Their Love to the Houſe of God, all this while? 
If the King and Parliament ſhall be pleaſed, out of Zeul to the Church. 
of God, to advance thoſe Eaſter-Offerings of 2d. for every Communt- 
cable Perſon in a Pariſh, to the Proportion that 2d. did bear, (when 
this Payment became firſt due) to what it bears now, which is at 
leaſt a Shilling for a Penny, upon thoſe only who now pay little or 
no 1ithes, and yet are of Ability ſo to do, what harm would there be 
done hereby, to any? And what Good, (eſpecially in great Towns, 
where is generally the moſt Labour but the leaſt Reward) would 


hence ariſe, to the Encouragement of the Orthodox and Eſtabliſhed 


Miniſters of the Goſpel there? The thing is ſo very fair, and ſo little 
Burdenſome, duely conſidered, that if our Parliaments ſhould at any 
time pleaſe to have this Matter laid before them, I ſhould not deſpair 
of ſeeing ſome happy Succeſs herein. | 

Now however any may reflect upon this, as an Avaritiouws Projett, 
for our own Interef (as 1 am ſure none but they who are Avaritious 
themſelves will) yet in this I may profeſs with St. Paul to his Phi- 
lippians — I ſpeak net in refpett of a Gift, but in reſfed of Fruit 
which may abound to your account, Phil. 4. 17. For I would have Thzs 
to be in you (as becometh Chriſtians) a Matter of Faith and not of 
Neceſity. A true Fruit of your Belief of the Goſpel, that you are 
truly ſerious in your Profeſſion thereof, which is plain you value ve- 
ry little, if you are willing to give nothing for ir. And therefore, 
until you do ſo, and uſe more Conſcience in theſe Matters, make no 
more vain Pretences, 'That you are Church-men , that you love Ihe 
Church, that God's Tabernacle is Amiable in your Eyes : Theſe are 
but Word, and Words but Wind. But not to proſecute . 

— ab 
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able Notes and Charafters, of your Love to God's Houſe, any farther. 
I proceed in the 
Laſt place, to one diſtinguiſhing Note more, of the Amiableneſs of 
God's 1 in your Eyes, Do you come to it as you ought ? Do you 
attend it duely, as God, and Coꝝſcience, and the Church obliges you 
to? It not, let your Pretences and Boaſtings be what they will, you 
may conclude, you do not truly love it. 

Ve can neglect any other Buſineſs, or be at any pains, to come to 
that Place and Company we greatly value : And this an Argument 
of our love to it. Whereas, it we neglect, ſhun, or avoid them all 
we can, this is a plain Evidence, that true Love is wanting. | 

How can any ſay (as every one is ready to do) That they love the 
Houſe, and the Ordinances of God, that they are lovely and beautiful ; 
in their Eyes, and yet take no care to come to*em ? or to be in the place 
where they are perform d? You may therefore conclude upon this, as 
an undoubted Truth, That when the Houſe and Ordinances of God A 
are truly Amiable in your Eyes, you will be careful to attend upon 4 
them, according to theſe Three ſeveral Circumſtances, 1. Early. 

2. Conſtantly. 3. Foyfully. s 


1. Firſt, You will attend them Early; that you will endeavour 
to come betime, to the very beginning of that Wo 


Mhip and Service, 'Þ 
which is there performed. What we greatly affect, or long for, we A 
don't think we can come to it too ſoon. You that have 'L 

* This was earneſt Buſineſs thither, will chuſe to go betimes to a ; 
2 az Fair or Market, you will make it your endeavour to 
— be there in Seaſon *®. When you have the ſame Value 

for God's Houſe, you have for either of them, you will 
be no leſs careful to be there betimes alſo. 

Thus we have Holy David calling upon his G/ozy, and upon his 
P/altery, and Harp to awake: And ſays he, I my ſelf will awake 
right early, Pl. 57. 8. Why? what to do? Not to follow or proſe- 
cute the World, or any Gratifications thereof; but it was to cele- 
brate God's Publick Praiſes, in the Congregation of his People; as 
[ you ſee v. 9. I will praiſe thee, O Lord, among the People; I will ſing 
i unto thee among the Nations. Of all other times, would good Da- 
vid chuſe to awake early, on thoſe Days eſpecially, wherein God's 
q Publick Worſhip and Service was to be celebrated. And this indeed 


hath been, and {till is, the Practice of People tearing God, to awake 
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and ariſe ſooner upon the Lord's Day, than any other Day; that they 
may diſpatch and put out of the way betimes all neceſſary Affairs: 


that fo they may come the earlier to God's Houſe and Worſhip. Thus 
Chrilt calls upon his Spouſe the Church, Cant. 7. 12. Let ws get 1 


5 
early to the Vineyard; let ws ſee if the Vine flouriſh; whetber = 
tender 
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Tender Grape appear. His Houſe is (as it were) God's Vineyard) w 


whether he repairs early, to ſee how his Vine the Church, i. e. Be- 
lievers, faithful and true Chriſtians, how they flouriſh and grow in 
Grace and Holinels. 5 

If Perſons can beſo early up, to follow the Concerns of this Worl 
(ſhort and uncertain as they are) ſhould not Chriſtians be at leaſt ſo 
early up, eſpecially upon the Lord's Day, to ſecure the Joys and Glo- 
ries of the next, which are full and permanent. Demoſthenes hear- 
ing his Neighbour early up, to follow ſome ſordid Mechanick Trade, 
bluſh'd to find himſelf abed, that had Nobler Studies to purſue. 
How well might Chriſtians check themſelves herein, to ſee how ear:- 
ly People are up to ſerve the World, and how late they themſelves 
are to ſerve God and their own Souls? That of Horace, 
may be well applied, to correct the Lazineſs and Back- + Epiſt. 
wardneſs of People herein. fUr jugulent Homines ſur- 
© gunt de noife Latrones: ut te ipſum ſerves, non expergiſceres — 
Thieves and Cut-throats can rife at Midnight to kill and ſteal: And 
can't you awake to preſerve and defend your ſelves ? 

By your early Attendance upon God's Houſe, you may give ſome 
Demonſtration of your Love to it: When you chuſe, and make it 
your Buſineſs ro come betime, and at the very beginning of God's 
Worſhip and Service. And truly *tis ſad and ſtrange, to obſerve how 
very late many ſeem to defire and defign to come. Whereas did they 
underſtand their Duty, and their Intereſt better, they would be ſurg 
to come at the very beginning. For if they come to the -Confeſfron o 
their Sins, then may they comfortably partake of the Ab/o/ution, 
there miniſterially pronounced by the Prieft, Then may they hear the 
Word of God Preached to em in the Reading of the Holy Scriptures. 
For the Miniſters Reading of the Holy Scriptures, is Preaching ; ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle; Moſes of old time, hath in every City 
them that Preach him, being Read in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
Day, Act. 15. 21. And then may they join in, and have the Benefit 
of, thoſe pious and good Prayers, appointed to be devoutly lifted 
up, to Almighty God in the Congregation. Inſomuch, when we con- 
fider it, twill appear ſtrange, People fhould come ſo tardy and late, 
to what is at once their Duty and their Intreſt. 


- However, if this be a diſtinguiſhing Mark of your Love to God's 


Houle, there are very few who upon Examination, will be found to 
own it. 

2. Such as truly love the Tabernacles of God will attend them 
conſtantiy, i. e. They will take all it and due Opportunities for the 
doing of it: For attending upon:God's Tabernacles, the Places which 
are conſecrated and dedicated to the peculiar Worſhip and Serv 5 of 

| God, 
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God. Thither will they go; and to chuſe unto that particular Ta. 
bernacle, which they belong to. If the Prayers of the Church be 

there devoutly Read; the Word of God faithfully Preach'd, and the 

Holy Sacraments, tightly Adminiſtred, thither will all they (that 

truly love the Houſe of God) repair, and that conſtantly upon all 

Occaſions, 

When our People therefore, ſhall come only ſometimes, and ſhall 
attend upon God's Ordinances there celebrated, only when they are 
at Leiſure, when the Weather is fair, and they have nothing elſe to 
do at home, this is a fad fign, that there ſomething elie ſways 
and moves them beſides Love and Conſcience. But when we ſee you 
to come duely, and conſtantly, thro? all Diſcouragements of way, or 
Weather, or Buſineſs, to God's Houſe and Worthip, then may we 
conclude, you are moved by a Principle of Love, and Conſcience , 

i and that you do thus, becaufe the Tabernacle of God is amiable in 

1 your Eyes. And verily, to attend conſtantly upon God's Pub/ick Or- 
dinances, diſpens'd duely in his own Houſe, is ſo much every good 
Chriſtian's Duty, that nothing under an abſo/ute Neceſſity, or a great 

_ Charuy, ſhould hinder you from it; as knowing that nothing elſe at 
laſt, will excuſe your neglect herein. Tis expected (at leaſt in theſe 
Parts) that Miniſters ſhould attend conſtantly, Forencon and After- 
noon (altho' they catechize alſo) upon Preaching of the Word, as 
well as Prayers. And if upon any occaſion, they fail but once, there 
is murmuring enough: And often by none more, than by thoſe that 
leaſt frequent thoſe Duties. *Tis therefore Juſt, we ſhould expect, 
and have, your conſtant Attendance, both Forexoon and After, on 
Prayers and Preaching, and other Chriſtian Duries. | 

Some there are, who if they come to the Publick Service of God 
in the Forenoon, make no ſcruple of abſenting themſelves from it in 
A the Afternoon. As if the ſame Law of Man *, as well 
2 A * as the Law of God, did not as well enjoyn the Even- 
K. Charles 11, ing, as the Morning Service. They are both equally 

required, and Authenticated by the very ſame Sanction, 
as well Humane as Divine. We may wonder therefore, how they 
who pretend ſome Zeal for Conformity and the eſtabliſhed Service, 
can anſwer their own Conſciences, in a wilful negle& of either part 
of the Day. "6, 
=. 3. Such as love God's Tabernacles, will attend them 707th joy and 
delight. Thus David calls upon the Godly, to approach the Preſence 
of God with Gladneſs and wirh Joyfulneſs, P/. 95. 1, 2. O come let 
uus ſing unto the Lord: Let us beartily rejoyce, in the ſtrength of our 
Salvation : Let us come before his Preſence with Thankſgiving : and 
ſheto our ſelves glad in him with Pſalms. As God loves a chearful 
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Giver, ſo he loves a chearſul Worſhipper. I was glad (ſays the Eſal- 
mit) when they ſaid unto me, Let us go unto the Houſe of the Lord, 
Pf. 122. 1. If at any time, he might be ſlack or forgetful herein (as - 
who is there but may?) He was glad to be put in mind of his Duty, 
and to be call'd upon to perform it. Quite contrary to the Temper 
and Humour of many among us, who are Azgry and Diſpleas d, when 
== they are admoniſh'd in thoſe Matters. And inſtead of being glad 
= thereof, as they ought and would be, if they were of David's Spirit, 
a are rather N and troubled at it. This Temper and Diſpoſition 
whenever found (and ye your ſelves beſt know who are guilty of it) 
is a fearful ſign, that God's Houſe is not truly Amiable in your Eyes. 
What we love, we attend with Gladneſs, when People go to the 
Tabernacles of the Lord, as Male factors go to the Houſe of Correction, 
or the Place of Execution, with a ReluQtancy and Unwillingnels, tis 
very plain they take no delight in being there. And if they are not 
delighted with the Houſe and Ordinances of God, they may be ſure 
they will do them but little good. Then doth a Perſon's Food nou - 
iſh, and ſtrengthen him, when he takes it with Delight and Appe- 
© tite: For what is eaten againſt Stomach, uſually converts into Sur- 
f;peit and Diſeaſe. How have you thus learned Chriſt, to follow the 
Captain of your Salvation ſighing ? *Twas a true Remark of him 
that ſaid — Non decet Militem, Imperatorem ſequi, gementem — It 
does not become a Soldier to follow his General ſobbing. 
Holy David tells us, That he would delight himſelf in God's Sta- 
tutes, E/. 119. 10. — I will delight my ſelf in thy Statutes : I will 
not forget thy Word. So likewiſe at the 47: v. of the ſame P/alm 
— I will delight my. ſelf in thy Commandment, which I have loved. 
Here you ſee the reaſon whence David came to delight in God's Com- 
mandments: Love zs the ground of Delight : *rwas becauſe he loved 
them; what we love (*tis plain) we delight in it. So that the 
ground of Peoples Averſion to God's Houſe, and their Backwardneſs 
in attending upon his Ordinances, is for that they neither love them, 
nor delight in them. If they did, truly and ſincerely, it would be 
their Grief and Sorrow, when they are hindered, kept back, or diſap- 
pointed herein!“ 0006S : ot & fd 2h; I 25 5 
Hindrance and Diſappointment, in what we greatly defire and 
earneſtly long for, greatly afflics and troubles us. And our Affli. 
Ction upon this account, bears Proportion to the Greatneſs of our 
ExpeQation.. If thar be intenſe and vehement, ſo is the Trouble of 


your Fruſtration. Now this, to all true Chriſtians, is moſt verified 
when they are impeded or diſappointed in any Spiritual Concern of 
theirs : When any thing, unthought of, intervenes, which proves an 
Hindrance to em in their going to * 's Houſe, and the Enjoyment 


of 
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God. Thither will they go; and to chuſe unto that particular Ta 
* bernacle, which they belong to. It the Prayers of the Church be 

there devoutly Read; the Word of God taithtully Preach'd, and the 

Holy Sacraments, tightly Adminiſtred, thither will all they (that 

truly love the Houſe of God) repair, and that conſtantly upon all 

Occaſions, 

When our People therefore, ſhall come only ſometimes, and ſhall 
attend upon God's Ordinances there celebrated, only when they are 
at Leiſure, when the Weather is fair, and they have nothing elſe to 
do at home, this is a ſad fign, that there ſomething elle 1ways 
and moves them beſides Love and Conſcience. But when we lee you 
to come duely, and conſtantly, thro” all Diſcouragements of way, or 
Weather, or Buſineſs, to God's Houſe and Worthip, then may we 
conclude, you are moved by a Principle of Love, and Conlcience , 
and that you do thus, becauſe the Tabernacle of God is amiable in 
your Eyes. And verily, to attend conſtantly upon God's Public Or- 

| dinances, diſpens'd duely in his own Houſe, is ſo much every good 
Chriſtian's Duty, that nothing under an abſo/ute Neceſſity, or a great 
Charity, ſhould hinder you from it; as knowing that nothing elſe at 
laſt, will excuſe your negle& herein. Tis expected (at lealt in theſe 
Parts) that Miniſters ſhould attend conſtantly, Forencon and After- 
noon (altho' they catechize alſo) upon Preaching of the Word, as 
well as Prayers. And if upon any occaſion, they fail but once, there 
is murmuring enough: And often by none more, than by thoſe that 
leaſt frequent thoſe Duties. *Tis therefore juſt, we ſhould expect, 
and have, your conſtant Attendance, both Forenoon and Afier, on 
Prayers and Preaching, and other Chriſtian Duties. 

Some there are, who if they come to the Publick Service of God 
in the Forenoon, make no ſcruple of abſenting themſelves from it in 
„deus the Afternoon. As if the ſame Law of Man *, as well 
for. Ac. 14, as the Law of God, did not as well enjoyn the Even 
K. Charles II. ine, as the Morning Service. They are both equally 

required, and Authenticated by the very ſame Sanction, 
as well Humane as Divine. We may wonder therefore, how they 
who pretend ſome Zeal for Conformity and the eſtabliſhed Service, 
can anſwer their own Conſciences, in a wilful negle& of either part 
of the Day. TD 

3. Such as love God's Tabernacles, will attend them 27) poy and 
delight. Thus David calls upon the Godly, to approach the Preſence 
of God with Gladneſs and with Joyfulneſs, P/. 95. 1, 2. O come let 
ris ſing unto the Lord: Let ws bearitly rejoyce, in the irengih of our 
Salvation : Let us come before bis Preſence with Thankſgioing : and 
ſhew our ſelves glad in him with Pſalms. As God loves a che 
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Giver, ſo he loves a chearſul Worſhipper. I was glad (ſays the Eſal- 
miſt) when they ſaid unto me, Let us go unto the Houſe of tbe Lord, 
8X Pr. 122. 1. If at any time, he might be ſlack or forgetful herein (as . 
who is there but may?) He was g/ad to be put in mind of his Duty, 
and to be call'd upon to perform it. Quite contrary to the Temper 
and Humour of many among us, who are Angry and Diſpleas d, when 
they are admoniſh'd in thoſe Matters. And inſtead of being glad 
thereof, as they ought and would be, if they were of David's * 
are rather grieved and troubled at it. This Temper and Diſpoſition 
whenever found (and ye your ſelves beſt know who are guilty of it) 
is a fearful ſign, that God's Houſe is not truly Amiable in your Eyes. 
What we love, we attend with Gladneſs, when People go to the 
Tabernacles of the Lord, as Malefafors go to the Houſe of Correction, 
br the Place of Execution, with a Reluctancy and Unwillingnels, tis 
very plain they take no delight in being there. And if they are not 
delighted with the Houſe and Ordinances of God, they may be ſure 
they will do them but little good. Then doth a Perſon's Food nou- 
F Tiſh, and ſtrengthen him, when he takes it with Delight and Appe- 
 tite: For what is eaten againſt Stomach, uſually converts into Sur- 
> feit and Diſeaſe. How have you thus learned Chriſt, to follow the 
Captain of your Salvation ſighing? *Twas a true Remark of him 
= that ſaid — Non decet Militem, Imperatorem ſequi, gementem — It 
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does not become a Soldier to follow his General ſobbing. 

Holy David tells us, That he would delight himſelf in God's Sta- 
* tutes, E/. 119. 10. — I will delight my ſelf in thy Statutes : I will 
* mot forget thy Word. So likewiſe at the 47. v. of the ſame P/alm 
E I will delight my ſelf in thy Commandment, which I have loved. 
Here you ſee the reaſon whence David came to delight in God's Com- 
mandments: Love zs the ground of Delight : twas becauſe he loved 
them; what we love (*tis plain) we delight in it. So that the 
ground of Peoples Averſion to God's Houſe, and their Backwardneſs 
in attending upon his Or7dizances, is for that they neither love them, 
nor delight in them. If they did, truly and fincerely, it would be 
their Grief and Sorrow, when they are hindered, kept back, or diſap- 
pointed herein. ate | | 

Hindrance and Diſappointment, in what we greatly deſire and 
earneſtly long for, greatly afflicts and troubles us. And our AMi- 
Ction upon this account, bears Proportion to the Greatneſs of our 
Expectation. If that be intenſe and vehement, ſo is the Trouble of 
your Fruſtration. Now this, to all true Chriſtians, is moſt verified 
when they are impeded or diſappointed in any Spiritual Concern of 
theirs : When any thing, unthought of, intervenes, which proves an 
Hindrance to *em in their going to ys Houſe, and ang 
ot . | 60 
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of him in his Pablicꝶ Ordinances. ' There's nothing (they are reſoly'd) 
under a kind of an abſolute Neceſſity that ſhall hinder them: The 
World or the Affairs thereof that ſhan't : Company or Society, be it 
ever ſo great, that han t. The Way or Weather, be it ever ſo long 
or foul, that ſhar't neither. E 

And yet ſometimes, there may be ſomething or other happen, 
which may hinder a good Chriſtian in his ſtrongeſt Reſolutions , as 
Sickneſs (his own or ſome of his Family) may do it: or ſome fig- 
nal Act of a neceſſary Charity, may call him away. But if it doth 
ſo at any time, it proves a Trouble and Grief to him: not ſo much 
upon any Worldly Conſideration, as that he is diſappointed in his 
ardent Deſires of enjoying God in his Sanctuary. So that tho” he is 
abſent in Body, he will be preſent in Mind : His Heart and his Seul 
are there. Which is quite contrary to the Men of the World : 
Whoſe Hearts are abſent from the Church, when their Bodies may 
be preſent. When they come to God's Tabernacles (which is but 
ſeldom) they leave their Souls at home: Or at leaſt, they ſend them 
back to roam and wander after thoſe dear Enjoyments they have left 
behind, long before the Service is over and the Sermon ended. 

You may, by this Character, come in a great meaſure to diſtin- 
guiſh your Love to the Houſe of God, and the Publick Offices of 
Religion. Is it thus with you? Do you long, even faint with deſire, 
as David profeſſes he did in the v. after my Text, for the Courts of 
the Lord? Are you grieved ? Are you troubled when you are diſap- 
pointed? Tho? you incur no Worldly Loſs, or Cenſure, is it your 
Sorrow that you can't. be there more, that you can't be there always? 
It ſo, this is an Argument indeed, an evident Demonſtration, that 
the Jaber nacles of God are amiable in your Eyes. : | 

But alas! this is far from being the Diſpoſition of the Generality 
of our People! nay, who, or where is that Man' or Woman that is 
of this truly Religious, Chriſtian Frame and Temper? No: quite 
contrary, we ſee many pretend By/neſs when they have none. Or 
they undertake the B nes they may let alone to another time. Or 
they are ſo nice, if the Way or Weather be a little fouler than ordi- 
nary, that they think that a ſufficient Hindrance; when that ſhan't 
hinder them from their Worldly Buſineſs, though a great deal fouler 
or a great deal farther.” And they are ſo far from being griev'd or 
troubled to be diſappointed herein, that they ſeem glad it any thing 
happens on tke Lord's Day, which may look as a tolerable Excuſe 
for their not coming to the Lord's Houſe. Thus, if you try your 
{elves faithfully by theſe Marks and Charafters, you will come to 
ſee, whether God's Tabernacles be Amiable in your Eyes or no. From 
which I proceed 5 e rf 2 
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2. To the Second Branch of the U/e, which is for Exhortation. 
What I would therefore from hence exhort you to, as your principal 
Duty is this, That you endeavour to get your Hearts deeply affected 
with that ſingular Lovelineſs and Beauty, which is and may be found 
in God's Houſe. Not ſo much in the Material Fabrick, how richly 
or coſtly ſoever ſet forth (though even that ought to be venerable in 
our Eyes) as for the holy ſolemn Worſhip and Service of A/might 
God therein perform'd : Thoſe Bleſſed Ordinances of the Goſpe 
which are duely adminiſtred in it, for the Peace, Comfort, and Sal- 
vation of your precious Souls. For this reaſon, and upon this Ac- 
count, it ought to be lovely in your Sight above any other Houſe or 
Place whatſoever; becauſe it belongs to God, and has been conſe- 
crated to his Honour, and to his Service, and is become the Earthly 
Palace of the Heavenly King, called in my Text the Lord of Hoſts. 

The great occaſion why the Houſe of God is no more beloved, is 
becauſe our People are no better convinced of the Amiableneſs of it. 
If ſo, *tis impoſſible but they muſt love it. No one can refrain 
loving what is truly lovely, unleſs he be blind in Mind, or Body, or 
both. Entertain therefore in your hearts, a deep Sence of the Beauty 
of God's Tabernacle: Let it not be ſo eſteemed (as many are found 
to do) in Word only, but in Deed and in Truth; paſs not upon it 
a few. formal Complements, but let it have a Place in your fincere 
Affection and Regard. And manifeſt it to all the World, that you 
have ſo, by your conſcientious and due Attendance upon it. 

But ſome among us, it may be there are, who are not pleaſed I 
ſhould inſiſt ſo much upon this Point; and love not to be call'd 
upon ſo often to the ſame purpoſe. Who*(might they but ſpeak 

their Thoughts) are ready to ſay | | 
Obj. What ado do you keep about our loving the Church! and our 
coming to the Church! and our frequenting the Prayers of the Church! 
and the Sermons preached in the Church ! you were better proceed 
to ſome other thing: To beat down Cur/ing, Swearing, Lying, Steal. 
ing, Drinking, Gaming, and other Inſtances of Debauchery, too com- 
mon and frequent every where, | 

Anſwm. Why! truly this I ſhould be encouraged to do, could I but 
ſee you praQile this one Duty well firſt. For why ſhould I proceed 
to take you forth into another Leſſon (contrary to all the Rules of 
Prudence) before I ſee you have learnt this one more perfectly? Or 
how can I expect you will obſerve any other Duty (pretend what 
you will) when you won't be prevail'd upon to perform this? This, 
that is ſo eaſy, that is ſo pleaſant, that there is hardly any other 
more ſo in all our Religion? No, the true Reaſon of Peoples diſlike 
of this Subject is, becauſe they ae not minded to reform and amend 
: 2 in 
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in this matter, which is ſo plainly obvious to our notice; and they 
don't care to be continually upbraided with thoſe Faults, which 
they are ſo openly guilty of, and fo fully reſolv'd, not to reclaim. 
For notwithſtanding the earneſt Perſwaſion and Importunity, made 
uſe of herein, few or none are brought over to any happy Reforma · 
tion, And what? Is he either a wiſe, or a faithful Phyſician, that 
will throw afide the ſame Medicine, which he knows will eſtect the 
Cure, how much ſoever the Stomach of a wayward or fooliſh Pa- 
tient may keck againſt it? If therefore your Phy/icran continues to 
adminiſter to you. the ſame ungrateful Dofe, know that the reaſon 


thereof is in your ſelves : For ſhould he remove his Applications be- 


fore the Diſeaſe is thoroughly cured, he ſees it will end in your De. 
ſtruclion. | 


However, now you may look on what is fpoken, but as very ſmall 
Matters, yet if you belong to the Elon of Grace, you will come 
to acknowledge them, very ſerious things; and to wiſh alſo, you 
had better minded them before they-came to. be hid from your Lyes. 
"Tis ſerious Advice that of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 7. — Be not. decerved, 
God zs not mocked. People are very apt to deceive themſelves and to 
be deceived, with vain Fancies and Imaginations. O ! they think, 
tis not ſo hainous a thing to neglect God's Sanctuary, as ſome would 
make it; to be abſent from Church, Sundays; to neglect the Publick 
Worſhip This they imagine, is but a ſmall Sin, a Peccadillo; not 
worth a taking notice of. Hence they run into it, and continue in 
it, without the leaſt Shame or Concern : Thus do they ſuffer them- 
{elves to be deceived, with vain Imaginations upon this Account. 

But conſider what tht Apoſt/e ſays, God won't be mocked : You may 
mock Man (rho? you ought to confider whether your mocking of 
Man, if he be the Man of God, be not a mocking of God alſo; ac- 
cording to that of our Saviour, He that deſpiſeth: you deſpiſeth me, 
Luk. 10. 16.) but 'tis to no purpoſe, to think of mocking God; God 
won't be mocked. _ Jet WP 8 
F And that you may ſee, 'tis no ſuch light matter for any one preſump- 
| tuouſly to prophane and deſpiſe God's Day, look into the 15. Chapter 
of Numb. and the 32. v. and there you will find he himſelf ſentenced 
one to Death, but for picking of a few Sticks. upon it. When they 
found a Man ('tis ſaid) gathering of flicks upon the Sabbath-day, they 
bromght him to Moſes and Aaron, and all the Congregation ;, and the 
put him in ward, becauſe it was not declared what ſhould be done 19 
him. Upon this they appeal'd to Almighty God, to know his Di- 
vine Pleaſure in the Matter. Well! and how doth God award it? 
Wiat! that he ſhould be ſtock'd, or whipp'd, or continued in Ward? 
No, worſe than all this, The Lord ſaid, the Man ſhall ſurely be put 

| 10 


WOT OT +0; 0. "3 WS WW Pas 


and Conſecrated Places for Religious Worſhip Vindicated. 6t 
to Death. What! may ſome ſay, But for gathering a few Sticks? 
They might be his own : Or it might have been as lawful for him 
to have pick'd them in the W7/derneſs, as for any other body: And 
muſt the poor Man die for this? Yes; you ſee twas the Sentence of 
God himſelf, that he muſt die. 
Tho' J am not prefling on, to that legal and nice Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day (as ſome of late times feemed to have done) which 
was enjoyn'd to the 7erws in reſpect of their Sabbath, yet the impro- 
ving of it in the Works, and Offices of Piety, and Charity, efpecially 
in a due Attendance on the Public Worſhip and Service of God, is 
what is highly incumbent upon Chriſtians. Nor ought we to think, 
our-Blefſed Saviour is leſs oftended with Peoples profaning his Day, 
and neglecting his Pub/ick Ordinances under the Goſpe/, than God 
was with the Fews under the Law. There are fignal Examples which 
God hath ſhewed (too many and tedious to be now related) upon 
Places and Perſons, who have been guilty in this reſpeck. He that 
obſervetÞ a day, let him obſerve it to the Lord; i. e. as becometh the 
Lord's Day: Not in riotting or Drunkenneſs ; not in chambering or 
Wantonneſs ; not in ftrife or envying; but in the due frequenting of 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel, celebrated in the Houſe of God, to 
which they belong, in Publick ; and the chearful Performance of 
all the Offices of Charity among their Neighbours; and wb 
Piety in their own Families, in private; as becometh un * 
Chriſtians “. See in the Margent what our Church Fin 75 VI. 
requires. TT: apud eybl. 
| gy Eccl. Hiſt. p. 
35. That the Holy-day be wholly given to God, in hearing the Word of God read, and 


taught, in Private and Publick Prayers, viſiting the ſick, &c, See Canon 8th, in my 
Book of Canons. 


Let not any therefore, for the future, think it ſo ſmall a matter 
to neglec the Houſe of God, eſpecially upon God's Day; or to lquan- 
der away thoſe precious Opportunities and Seaſons of Grace, ei- 
ther in Sloth, or Idleneſs at home; or in wandering the Streets or 
Fields abroad; or in haunting Ale-houſes, and other Places. of De- 
bauchery; or in unneceſſary viſiting of Neighbours in time of Divine 
Service, to the Hindrance of them alſo, from the- Publick Worſhip, 
as the manner of too many among us, is te do; as trembling for 
tear, what the Iſſue or Event thereof may prove. 

But all this while, this is too fad- Evidence, and: Demonſtration, 
that the Tabernacles of God, are not truly Amiable in their Eyes: 
The Thinneſs, the ſcandalous Thinneſs of our Congregations every 
where, is but too ſufficient Teſtimony hereof. Let this notwith- 
tanding, muſt not the Miniſters of the Goſpel be allow'd to para 

| eople. 
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People with their groſs neglect of their Duty? And call upon them 
to be more faithful and conſcientious in the Practice and Obſervation 


of it for the future? Should they be filent herein, how might you 
think the very Stones would be ready to ſpeak ? | 


Let me therefore, earneſtly and ſolemnly renew my Exhortation 
to you all, to eſteem the Tabernacle of God to be truly lovely : Let 
it be tranſcendently Amiable in your fight. Prefer it always in your 
Hearts and Conſciences, above any other Place upon Earth. For 
then you will be the more eaſily perſwaded to embrace and follow 
thoſe particular Duties, of great and good Importance relating to it, 
unto which I proceed to exhort you. | 


1. Firſt, I exhort you to be more careful to keep the Houſe of God 
decent and lovely. Tis an Offence to ſee a fair Face defiled with 


Dirt: Or but a curious Picture be ſpattered with Mire. It mult ar- 
ue a ſordid and dirty Diſpoſition in ſuch People, as (like the Stine) 
all be beſt pleaſed in filthy and unclean Places. *Tis unbecoming 
the Notion, we ought to take up, of the great God, as if he ſhould be 
pleaſed with ſuch. *Tis true, no material F:/thineſs can any way 
affect him; any more than a Bog, or Dunghil, does the Sun that 
+ ſhines upon it. Yet we know tco he is the God of Purity, and de- 
lights to dwell in ſanctified and pure places. Which outward Purity 
alſo, we ought the more to affect, as Symbolical, and expreſſive of 
that inward Purity of the Mind; which is moſt valuable in the fight 
of God. What was the meaning of thoſe Waſhings, and Aſperſions, 
and Sprinklings with Water, which Godrequired in his Service among 
the Zews, but to repreſent that Parity wherewith he expected they 
ſhould approach his Houſe and Preſence ? And tho' God be not af. 
fected with ſenſible Filthineſs (as I ſaid) yet when he perceives *tis 
the Effect of our Irreverence to his Perſon, or his Service, he juſtly 


may. And farther too, as it may give an oftence to his People and 
Servants, to the hindrance or neglect of his Worſhip. 


2. Secondly, 1 would hence exhort you to attend this Amiable Ta- 
bernacle of God, more timely and early. *Tis a ſcandalous thing to 
obſerve, how very late many of our People come to Church: Some, 
not till the end of the Leſſons; ſome, not till the end of the Litany; 
and ſome, not till the end of the Service. And can you think ſuch 
a Sacrifice is acceptable with God ? thar he will be put off with the 
blind and the lame? See how he reaſons this Matter with his own 
People, the etws, Mal. 1. 13. v. Ie have ſaid, what a wearineſs 18 
it to ſerve the Lord? We haue brought that which is torn; and the 
lame, and ihe ſick: thus ye have brought an offering; ſhould I accept 
of this at your hands faith the Lord? And at the 8, v. of that Chap. 
If ye offer the blind for Sacrifice, ſaith God, is it not evil? and if ye 


offer 
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offer the lame and ſick, is it not evil? offer it now to thy Governour; 
will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept thy Perſon, ſaith the Lord 
Hoſts ? Where you ſee, that God hates and abominates a torn, de- 
fective, and imperfect Sacrifice; which may, and ought to be ap- 
plied to thoſe Chriſtian Services, and Sacrifices, we are to offer u 

to him alſo, under the Ge“; that we are to ſee to it, that they are 

perfect and intire. Otherwiſe, we ſhall make bolder with God, than 
we would with a Man; than we would with our Governour, or Com- 
mander. Whereas we are to know, That God is a great King, and 
his Name is dreadful among the Heathen, Wherefore curſed be the 
Deceiver, which hath in his Flock a Male, and voweth and ſacrificeth 
unto the Lord a corrupt thing, v. 10. $62 

 ?*Tis obſervable, when Samnel offer d a Burnt-Offering wholly unto 
the Lord, the Lord heard him, 1 Sam. 7. 9. And David tells us, That 
God will be pleaſed with the Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs, with Burnt- 
offering, and whole Burnt-offering, Pl. 51. 19. As this may relate 
to the Ixtireneſs of the Heart in God's Service, ſo likewiſe to this, 
that the Service we offer and pay to God, be intire. Otherwiſe it is 
a plain Demonſtration, that it is not hearty; that it is not perform'd 
as it ſhould be, with all the heart. | 

"Tis a great and dangerous Errour, as well as a profane Prafice, 
moſt People are guilty of, who think that ſo long as they go to 
Church, tis well enough; not regarding what time they come in. 

And this is the occaſion, that can ſo contentedly, without Shame, or 
1 come into the Houſe and Preſence of God, tho? it be ever 9 

te firſt. | 1 5 

Do you think Almighty God does not take notice of this? Can 
yoy*imagine this can be pleaſing in his Eyes? Will he be thus put 
off with a part of his Worſhip, unto whom the whole is due? No, 
you may take this for an undoubted Truth, and I beſeech you ob- 
ſerve it, That when thro Lazineſs, or Negligence, or Profaneneſs, you 
wilfully omit, any the leaſt part of his whole Worſhip and Service, that 
be will accept of none of it; all you do afterward is of no value with 
him; N Performance of Some part won't attone for your wilful 
neglett of the reſt. Be ſure then to come at the Beginning. 8 

3. Thirdly, The Tabernacle of God being ſo pure and lovely, Lex- 
hort you to approach it, with Parity and Polineſs Stain it not, by 


any. ſinful Pollution, And you will find great Reaſon to beware 
when you confider the Purity of that God, whoſe Houſe it is, and 
who is more eſpecially preſent there; That he is of purer Eyes than 

to behold Sin and cannot look on iniquity, Hab. 1. 13. i. e., not with 
the leaſt liking, or Approbation of it. How bold are they then, who 
ſhall bring it into his. Houſe, and there openly hug and embrace it 
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The Beauty of God's Houſe Diſplayed, © 
before his Eyes? Remember what David ſays, in this matter, Holi- 
neſs becometh thy Houſe, O Lord, for ever, Pſ. 93.5. This is a Place 
deſign'd for holy Purpoſes ; and there is nothing, but what is Holy, 
or deſires ſo to be, which ſhould be admitted in there. Qur Laws 
have provided, that none ſhall bring in Hawks, or Dogs, or any other 
Beaſts, into the Church, to defile it, or hinder the Worſhip and Ser. 
vice of God there ſolemnized. This is no place for ſuch Birds of 
Prey, as oppreſs their Neighbours by Violence; as the Hawk doth 
the leſſer Birde. This is no place for ſuch greedy Dogs, as are al- 
ways ſnarling or biting of one the other. This is no place for ſuch 


filthy Swine, as delight to wallow on in the Mire of their own In- 
temperance, or Uncleanneſs. - | 


There's nothing proves a greater affront to God, and Deſecration 


of his Houſe, than to bring Sin into it. He that all over dirty and 
filthy ruſheth into the Preſence Chamber of Kings, or the Bed Cham- 
ber of Queens, is not guilty of ſuch audacious Rudenels, as he that 
preſumes to ruſh into the "Temple of God, all reaking in his fins. 

*Tis the Conſecrated Houſe of God, remember, that you go to: Be- 
ſure theretore to avoid whatſoever may defile it; as minding what 
the 4poſi/e hath ſpoken to this purpoſe, He that defileth the Temple 
of God, him ſhall God deſtroy : For the Temple of God is holy, 1 Cor. 
3. 17. What you are therefore from hence, eſpecially exhorted to, is 
to approach it with Holrneſs; to lay aſide every weight, and the Sin 
which doth ſo eaſily beſet you: Not as Naturaliſts obſerve, the Ser- 

n lays aſide her Poiſon when ſhe goes to drink, with a deſign to 

ick it up again at her return; but ſo as one that takes a Surfert of 
any thing; the very thoughts whereof, makes him loath and deteſt 
it ever after. | 2 

4. Fourthly, The Houſe of God being ſo Amiable, I would farther 

exbort you, to frequent it with Reverence, and Humility. Few there 

are that do ſo: They rather ruſh into rhe Divine Pre- 
* Jer, 8.6. . ſence, as the Horſe ruſheth into the battle, not conſider: 
ing whether it may prove for Life or Death &. 


There is a certain natural Majeſty in Beauty, that carries an Awe - 


with it; Brightneſs and Glory is apt to ſtrike us into Fear and Re- 
verence; as in the Inſtance of the Shepherds, the Angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the Glory of the Lord ſhone round about them, and 
they were ſore afraid, Luk. 2. 9. "IS: | 


We ought to approach this Place with Reverence, for the glorious 
Majeſty of that God, whoſe it is, and unto whom it belongs. In 


1 the Conſecration of Churches heretofore, tis ſaid , the 


Biſhop came and knock'd with his Paforal Staff three 
times at the Church door, ſaying, Tolle Portas, Princeps 


ve niet 
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wenict — Lift up your Gates, that the King of Glory may come in. 
To whom the Deacon from within anſwers, — Quis eſt Princeps ille 
Gloria? Who is the King of Glory? The Biſhop re- * 
plies — Deus fortis, &c. in the Words of the EHalmiſt „ 1. 8, 
— The Lord ſtrong and mighty, the Lord — The Lord ©” © 

of Hoſts he is the King of Glory: Upon this the Door is ſet open, 
and the Biſhop enters in. When God of old enter'd his Temp/e, tis 
ſaid, The Glory of the Lord filled the Houſe, Ezek. 43-5. Some out- 
ward and viſible Splendour ſhone about it : Whereas, though the 


great God now, is not wont to diſplay his Glory in his Houſe, to 
the Eyes and Sight of natural Men, yet the righteous have a deep 


Awe and Reverence, there eſpecially, of the Divine Preſence and 
Majeſty upon their Souls. Which whoſo ſeriouſly conſiders, when 


he comes in there, tis enough to make him fear and tremble, Fear 
ye not me ſaith the Lord? Will ye not tremble at my preſence, which 


have placed the Sand for the bound of the Sea, by a perpetual Decree, 
that it cannot paſs it? Jer. 5. 22. He that conſiders, how ſo raging 
an Element as the Sea, is bound and fetter'd by ſo feeble a Chain, 


as the fleeting Sand, can't but tremble at the Apprehenſion of that 


Majeſty that doth ſo reſtrain it. 


The Truth is, that great Boldneſs, I may ſay Audaciouſieſs, with 


which our People generally come into the _ of God, ſeems to 


argue, That they have no Sence, no Awe or Dread at all, of the 
Divine Majeſty (who is there en upon their Souls. If ſo, they 


would not go into the Chyrch, with that Lightneſs, and Looſneſs, 


they do, into a Theatre, or a Tavern. When Moſes approach'd the 


Buſh, in Mount Horeb, that flamed and yet was not burnt ; going 


to ſatisfy himſelf of the Reaſon thereof, he heard a Voice out 
of the Buſh, ſaying, Draw not nigh hither; put off thy Shc-s from 
of thy feet; for the place whereon thou Hande # holy ground, 
x0d. 3. 5. The putting off the Shooes, in thoſe Eaſtern Coun- 
tries, was a Token of Honour and Reſpect; as the putting off 
the Hat, is in ours. And you may obſerve, God himſelf required 
a peculiar Reverence ſhould be ſhewn to rhe place of his more glo- 
rious Preſence for this reaſon, becauſe That had made ir holy ground. 
This, may we think, was ſomething of the ground of K. S9/omor's 
Advice, where he ſays, keep thy foot toben thou goeſt to the Houſe of 
God, Eccl. 5. 1. That is — uſe Reverence, in going into God's Houle. 
and demean your ſelves reverently while you are there; be not gar- 
rulous and too full of Words; 2½ not vain repetitions, 
as the Heathen dot; for God is in Heaven and thou uh. + Mat. 6. 7. 
on Earth : therefore let thy words. be fero, v. 2. And if 
this be not enough to ſecure the Honour of his Houſe, he hath ex- 
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preſly required it, by poſitive Command, Levit. 19. 30. Ne ſhall keep 
my Sabbaths and reverence my Sanctuary, I am the Lord. Where you 
ſee the Reverencing of God's Sanctuary, is enforced with the ſame 
Authority, as the ra of his Sabbaths. Let no Man therefore, 
be found to contemn and deſpiſe thoſe Publick Buildings, devoted 
to God's peculiar Worthip and Service, as ſome ignorant Zealors 
among us have done; profaning of them to the vileſt ules ; and pre- 
ferring common and ſcandalous places before them. This inſtead of 


ſhall be alike good, 


Reverencing of them, as God requires, is a down-right deſpiſing and 
contemning of them. As our Learned Hooker well ob- 


Lib. 5. S. 16. ſerves, © The end of them being the Publick Worſhip of 
God, they are in Conſideration Houſes of greater Dig- 


© nity, than any provided for meaner purpoſes. For which cauſe, 
they ſeem, after a ſort, to mourn, ſays he, as being injured and 
© detrauded of their Right, when places not ſanctified as they are, 
prevent them unneceſſarily in that Preheminence and Honour. 

You ought therefore to approach theſe ſacred Places with Reve- 
rence Eccleſiam ut Calum adi — ſaid one of the Ancients; approach 
the Church, as you would Heaven it felt, with Awe and Devotion; 
behave your ſelves humbly and awfully in it; be always uncover'd 


therein, as good Subjects are before the Chair of State + But eſpe- 


cially in the Celebration of all Divine Offices, as in the Royal 
Preſence. 22 | 

5. Fifthly, The Lord's Tabernacles being ſo Amiable, | would ex- 
hort you moreover, to a conſtant Attendance upon them. As our 
Bleſſed Saviour adviſes in reſpect to Prayer — Pray always, and the 
Apoſtle in reſpeQ to Hearing -— Be ſwift to Hear — So, take all Op- 

ortunities, put into your hands, for the Publick Diſcharge of thoſe 
uties duely celebrated in God's Houle. 

Be ſure to take all occaſions God vouchſafes you of attending upon 
them there: And that both in the Mornings and Evenings conſtantly ; 
according to the Practice of God's People of old (who had always 
their Morning and Evening Sacrifice) and the Laws and Canons of 
our Church at preſent. And thus upon K. Solomon's Argument, for 
2 continued Charity — In the Morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the Even. 
ing with. hold not thy hand. Why ? tor what Reaſon ? for thou know- 
eft not whether ſhall £1 er either this or that; or whether they both, 

ccl. 11. 6, vo you know not, whether will 
prove moſt Beneficial, to the promoting your Eternal Intereſt, your 


Morning or Evening Attendance z or whether both may not be equally 
advantagious. 


% 


People, 
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People, we ſee, generally will negle& no 
ſeaſon or opportunity for going to a Market F, 5 Theſe Inſtances were 
or Fair, or the like. And being ask d, why C whey pets = 
they can't as duely come to Church upon the Piſcaurſe for the moſt part was 
Lord's Day, they are ready to anſwer, Oh! preached, 
we have Bulineſ? at Market; neceſſary Buſi- 8 
neſs, that muſt needs be done. As if they had no buſineſs at Church, 
or as if that were ſo {light a matter, that *rwere indifferent whether 
it were done or no. A dreadful thought! and yet too true: But 
when our People come to have ſo much Love for their Souls as they 
have for their Bodies, and ſo much regard for Heaven as they have 
for the Earth, they will be of another mind, and not before. Then 
they will ſee, tis as neceſſary to go to Church, as to Market, and 
much more : Then they will acknowledge, that the Bread of Life, 
ought (at leaſt) to be as carefully ſought after as the bread that 
periſheth. Let not any therefore, think it enough to come only ſome- 
times; once a Day, or once a Month; but as a healthy Man, hath a 
conſtant Appetite to his Food, at the return of the due ſeaſons of 
Eating, 10 ſhould you have a conſtant Appetite to the Word, at the 
return of all due Seaſons of Hearing. 

Laſtly, Sith God's Tabernacles are ſo Amiable, as I have already 
exhorted you to have due reſpeCt unto them all in general, ſo would 
I eſpecially perſwade you, to have peculiar regard to that unto 
which you do more particularly belong : And maniteſt it always, by 
your Paying (when at home) your conſtant Attendance, on God's 
Publick Ordinances there adminiſtred, before, and above, any other 
Place. And that, among others, for this Reaſon, becauſe your Law. 
ful Miniſter, duely authoriz'd thereunto, doth take upon himſelf 
the particular Charge and Cure of your Soul. This is agreeable to 
that of the Ape (which hath no little weight in it duely under- 
ſtood) Heb. 13. 17. Obey them, that have the rule over you : and ſub- 
mit your ſelves; for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give 
account; that they may do it with joy and not with grief; for that 
is unprofitable for you. Let us briefly examine theſe words, and we 
ſhall find ſeveral things, worthy our Obſervation, in them; which 
confirm the Point in hand. That by thoſe Rxlers here, are meant the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, and not ſecular Powers, is plain, in 
that they are ſaid, To watch ſor your Souls. And fo much SD 
Beza himſelf acknowledges on the place * — Parendum „ Nook. 
Paſtorum & Preslyterorum monitis, &c. That thoſe B. 
ſhops., Faſtors, or Presbyters, may have ſome particular Flock, over 
which to Ru/e, this is plain alſo. And that bs Flock ought to yield 
Particular Obedience and Subjection to thole Biſhops, or Paſtors, or 
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68 Tue Beauty of God's Houſe. Diſplayed, | 
Presbyters, or all which are over them, is as plain, as any of the 
reſt, The great matter in Controverſy is, from whence thoſe. Paſtors 
of the Church, derive their Authority; or their Ruling Power? Not. 
from the People: For we don't find, in all the Scripture, that they 
had, or pretended to have, any right to confer ſuch Power. . Nor yet 
from themſelves, as the manner of ſome Teachers. is, and hath been 
in this laſt Age of the Church; in aſſuming a Right, and Power, 
without any outward Call, of preaching the Word, * the 
Holy Sacraments, and the like: Theſe are they who run before they. 
are ſem. But we derive it. from God, as the Apoſtle here intimates 
— as they that muſt give account To whom they muſt give account, 
from him they receive their Authority: And who that is, doth need 
no Explication. Or if itſhould, that of the. Apoſt/e makes it plain 
enough; Take heed unto your ſelves, and to all the. flock over which, 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers or Biſhops, as the. Word im- 
ports, MT. 20. 2. 
Q. But ſome may ask, how. they, who are the true Miniſters of 
the Goel, do derive this Ruling Power over their Eocks. from God? 
A. 1 anſwer. Not now by immediate In/p:iration:. from Chriſt, as 
did the Apoſtles; He breathed on them, ſaying, Receive ye the Holy. 


7 
Gboſt, Joh. 20. 22. but by Epiſcopal Ordination; or as the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks, by tbe laying on the hands of the Presbytery. Which is not to. 


be underſtood, of meer Presbyters, but of a Biſhop and Presbyters, 


e to the Practice of the Church of Chriſt, for 1500 Years 
together. 


hereby you ſze, what reaſon you have to keep home, to your own 


Parochial Churches, whoſe Mimſters alone among us generally are 


Ep1ſcopally ordained, and fo ought to be look*d upon, as the true 


Paſters of the Flock, and Teachers of the. Goſpel of Chriſt, in 
England. | | 


Beſides, you have this . farther reaſon to frequent your own: Pariſh- 
Aſſemblies, in that the places of your Worſhip are alike ſolemnly 
onſecrated and Dedicated to God; that your Miniſters have theſame. 
Authentick Call and Ordination with any others; that you have the 
very lame Litugy, Rites, and Ceremonies; the ſame. Prayers, Word, 
and Sacraments. What then is it, ſhould cauſe our People. thus to, 
ſtray and wander as they do? What muſt it be but Novelty, Curiofaty, 
or a De/ign to keep up a groundleſs Separation among us. 


05. But what? May ſome ſay, Are all Miniſters Gifts and Parts 


alixe ? Mayn't we then be allow'd to follow the Beſt, and go where. 
we may Ed:fie moſt ?- 


Anſw. 
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Aſto. For Anſwer, No: All Miniſters Abilities and Accompliſh» 
ments are not. equal and alike; we may ſay with-the 
Apoſtle *, There are diverſities of Gifts, but tie the *1Cor.12.4,5, 
fame Spirit; and there are differences of Adminiſtra- 
tons, but the ſame Lord; And there are Diverſities of Operations, 
but it is the ſame God which worketh all in all. 

But this Objection conſiſting of two Parts, I ſhall, with God's. 
Permiſſion, ſpeak briefly to them both. 1ſt, Of attending the Beſt, 
2dly, Of attending where we can edifie moſt, I (hall conſider Firſt, 
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; 1. How far People are obliged to Attend the Beſt. One would 
H 45 willing embrace the * and I ſhould not diſcourage. it, where it 
1 0 may lawfully be had. But then 


1. Who can tell who is abſolutely the Beſt ? the Beſt in himſelf? 
and the Beſt for them? Some may be Beſt in one reſpect, and ſome. 
Beſt in another, Some may be Beſt for Doctrine, others for App:- 
cation. Some may be Beſt tor Preaching, others for Praying. Some 
- 3 may be Beſt for their Judgment, others for their Elocution : No one. 
is abſolutely beſt for all. So true is the Expreſſion of the Poet, 
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Every one can't do all things alike. People therefore not knowing; 
when they are Beſt, ought to be contented when they are well. 

2. To cover. abſolutely - the Beſt, is neither allowable nor practi- 
cable in other Matters, why then ſhould. it be held neceſſary in this? 
Thus we are contented (and we ought ſo to be) It our Eſtate be. 
not the Beſt ; nor our Habitation the Beſt; nor our Titles the Beſt; 
nor our Habit the Beſt; nor any other thing we have, be the Bet. . 
We are generally well ſatisfied, with that Portion God is pleas'd to. 
allot us in theſe Matters; ſo ought: we. to be likewiſe in the other: 
If you have, what- you may think the Beſt, encourage him in the 
Lord's Work, and Bleſs God for him. If you have not, labour to be 
content; and make the moſt of him, as a prudent Perſon does of 
what he has, in other Matters; as knowing alſo, That the Goſpe# 
he Preaches, is the ſame with the Beſt ; the Prayers and Sacraments 
he adminiſters, the ſame with the Be. And-.if he brings leſs Abi- 
lities, do. you bring the more Zeal, Devotion, and Attention; and 
then all will be as well, as if you had the Beſt. But then 

3. When People ſhall attend only on thoſe; which in humane Ap- 

arance may be held the Beſ?, This ſeems a negle& and underva- 

uing of the Ordinance, and the Bleffing. of Almighty God upon it. 

The Bleſſing of God is not confined to the Parts, Learning, or Ability 

of the Beſt and moſt eloquent Preacher in the World: And tis. _ 
vable 
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. vable, where is moſt of Man ſeen, there is leaſt of God. But his 
Bleſſing is wont to attend his own holy Ordinances, which if accom- 
panied with that, the meaneſt of his Servants ſhall prove the Inſtru- 

ments of your Confolation and Salvation: Without which, Pau! 
may plant, and 7 water to no purpoſe. Let not any therefore, 
Deſpiſe the day of ſmall things; not one of theſe little ones, as they 
may be accounted, ſo long as they are the true Meſſengers and Mini. 
ſters of Chriſt ;, tho their Gifts or Parts may not be ſo eminent as 

| ſome others are. *Tis the ſame Advice that St. Paul gives the Co- 


rinthians, in reſpect to young Timothy, Let no man deſpiſe bim: for 
he worketh the work of the Lord, as I alſo do, 1 Cor. 16. 10, 11. So 
much for the iſt. 


2. To proceed to that other Branch of the Ohjection, of Peoples 
going where they can Ediſie Beſt, This is a plauſible and popular 
Pretence ; though God forbid I ſhould hereby be thought ever to diſ- 
courage true Edifying. No, that is what I do, and ought to endea- 
vour to promote to my utmoſt Power and Capacity. 

But then, many there are who make uſe of this, as a Pretext for 
Separation. I utterly deny, that any can meet truer, or better Helps 
to Edification (if they are not wanting to themſelves) generally than 
in the Way and Conſtitution of the Eftabliſhed Church of England, and 
vrhat they may meet with by God's Bleſſing (if they come thither as 
they ought) in their own Paroch:a/ Congregations. So that Edification 
is moſt in Pretence among ſome People, and leaſt in Execution. For 
-whatever they ſay, that is not the true Reaſon of their forſaking 
the Parochial Aſſemblies, unto which they belong: As we may ſee 


from hence, that generally after their long Separation from us, they 


are no more Edified thin others be; than they themſelves were 
before. | 
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From all which, Iam bold once more, to renew and re inforce my 
Exhortation to you, That you would conſtantly attend the Worſhip and 
Service of God, in your own Pariſh Churches, Let that Tabernacle of 
God, to which you belong, be moſt lovely and amiable in your Eyes. 
So long as the Word of God is there purely and conſtantly preached, 
the Prayers and Sacraments rightly adminiſter'd, according to the 
Order and Eſtabliſhment of the Reformed Church of England, ] adviſe 
| perſwade, and in God's Name, I require you all, never to leave it 
nor forſake it. 


Now 3 better Performance of this weighty Duty, I ſhall 


lay before you, ſome ſerious Conſiderations, as Motives to engage 


you to it; and ſome fe Dzre&7ons to aſſiſt you in it, and then con- 
clude the Subject. | | | 
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and Conſecrated Plates for Religions Worſhip Vindicated. *. 7t + 
1. For the Motives hereunto: They ariſe from theſe following 
Refleclious. 


1. Motive, The Firſt is this, A ſerious Conſideration, whoſe Taber- 
nacle it is, the Lord of Hoſts * This we might think, were enough 
to endear it to us, and render it truly Amiable in our Eyes. For 


whatever belongs co God, ought to be dear to Man; but eſpecially 


to Chriſtians. To Man as created after his own Image : To Chri- 
{tians, as Redeemed with his own Blood. To illuſtrate this by a Fa- 
miliar Example; for one who depends on the Court, who has all his 
Bread from thence, to ſcorn, flight, and malicioufly to deſpiſe the 
Royal Palace of his Soveraign, wherein his Majeſty dwells, and takes 
a peculiar Delight, muſt needs be interpreted as a very high Attront. 
Which way can Man, who depends upon the Divine Bounty and 
Providence, for all he is, for all he has, aftront Almighty God more, 
than by negleCting of his Houſe, the place he moſt delights in, of any 
other upon Earth ? | | | 

They who truly love God, and delight in him, muſt love what he 
loves, and delight in what he delights. If they act contrary here- 
unto, they are rather to be accounted 1raytors, than true Subjedts ; 
Enemies and not Friends, Then are ye my Friends, if ye do whatſoever. 
I command you, ſaith-our Bleſſed Saviour, Joh. 15.14. *Twas a true 
Character of Friendſhip, given by Catalin to his Conſpi- 
rators t, when he ſaid — Idem velle, atq; idem nolle, ea ut _ de 
demum firma eft Amicitia — That is Friendſhip to like, 
and to loath the ſame thing. 

Let this Conſideration move you; /ove the Hoſes and Tabernacles 
of God, for God's ſake; becaule they are his, and do peculiarly be- 
long to him. No good. Subject would deface, or demoliſh, or neg- 
tect, the Palace of his King; but rather honour and eſteem it for his 
Soveraign's ſake. 5 

2. Motive, Another Motive to engage you to delight in God's Ta- 
bernacles, and eſteem them truly Amiable, is the Conſideration of 
the end and deſign for which they are made. They are wholly and 
folely intended, to theſe two weighty Purpoſes. 

1. For the Advancement of God's Glory. 
2. For the promoting Mar's Salvation. | 
1. The chief Deſign of Churches, and conſecrated Places, is for 


the better Advancement of God's Glory. They are ſeparated from 


all other Uſes, and ſer apart as peculiar Places, where the People of 
God may unanimouſly meet together, to glority and praiſe his holy 
Name. Thus Moſes foretelling of the Temples, after he had requi- 
red the I/raelites to deſtroy all thoſe Places, wherein the Nations 
ſerved their Gods, faith unto them, Ye ſhall not do ſo unto the 


1 


| * 
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© Lord your God; but unto the place that the Lord your God ſhall 

* chuſe to put his Name there, thither ſhall you come, and bring all 

that I command you, your Burnt Offerings and Sacrifiees, &c. And 

| © ye ſhall rejoyce before the Lord your God, ye and your Sons, and 
your Daughters, your Men ſervants and your Maid-ſervants, &c. 

Deut. 12. at the beginning of the Chap. ; 

Where you ſee how unanimous and chearful God would have his 
People be, in their aſſembling together, for the Advancement of his 


Honour and Glory; heir Sons, and their Daughrers, their Men.ſer- 


vants and their Maid-ſervants, even the whole Family, were to repait 


carefully to God's Houſe, for the g/orifying of his Name. | 
The end of all our Actions, whether Natural or Religious, the 
Apoſtle tells us, muit be the Glory of God; whether I eat or drink, or 

wbatſcever ye do (ſaith he) * do all ro the Glory of God. 
*4Cor. 10.31. We find God hath denounced a Curſe upon thoſe, who 

will not promote the glorifying of his Name; as in the 
2 Mal. 2. If ye will not hear, if ye will not lay it to heart, to give 
Glory to my Name, ſaith the Lord of. Hoſts, I will even ſend a Curſe 
upon you, and curſe your Bleſſings : Vea, I have curſed them already, 
becauſe ye do not lay them to heart. Where you ſee, who are curſed — 
they that will not hear; they that will not lay it to heart, 20 give 


Glory tothe Name of. God (and how far they do ſo, who negle@ the 


Houſe of God, you may eaſily judge). What of them? God will 
curſe them; he woill curſe their Bleſſings ; nay, they are curſed alrea- 
dy. Can we wonder if the Cur/e of God be upon our Perſons, or our 
Families: Upon the Church, or Nation; when People can ſo gene- 


rally neglect his Houſe, the Place appointed to give Glory to his 
Name? | 


As they are Places then, appointed and ſet apart for the promo- 
ting and carrying on the Glory of God, (the great end of our Crea- 
tion) they. ought to be Amiable in the Eyes and Sight of all Chri- 
ſtian People. 1 8 

2. So they ought to be alſo, in the ſecond Place, as they are ap- 
pointed for the better promoting of our own Salvation, i. e. for the 
Diſcharge of thoſe Publicꝶ Duties of Religion therein, which are need- 


tul to that great end. For it hath pleaſed Almighty God, in his in- 


finite Wiſdom, to ordain, that Life and Salvation ſhall ordinarily be 


found, only in the uſe of his own appointed Means, laid down in 
the Goſpel ; ſuch as Prayers, Sermons, Sacraments, and the like, per- 
form'd in a pious, ſerious, charitable manner. 

Now our Public Churches are appointed for the better ſolemni- 
Zing of thoſe gracious and holy Inftlitutions of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, And they are moſt commodious to this purpoſe ; as 


they 
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| they are public places; known to every one; and free for all Chri- 
ſtians to repair unto; without any check or controul (as may happen 
in private duſes) for the diſcharge of the weighty Offices of Reli. 
gion, in order to their r 
Por although "Almighty God does all for his own Glory primarily, 
and chiefly, yer is hte pleaſed to direct all our ſolemn and Religious 
Performances, to our own Eternal Comfort and Salvation likewiſe. 
He is not any way better d, or made more happy, or Glorious, by 
any thing we do, truly and properly ſpeaking, than he was before; 
and we maß 16 wirf Ee, If thou be righreons, what giveſt ibo 
Hint,” on tohat rectiveth be of 4by hand, Job'35. 7. No; our Wicked: 
wh may hurt g Man; and our Righteouſneſs may profit the Son of 
Man, V. 8. but theſe things don't really affect Almighty God, ſo as 
to make him eſſentially, either more or leſs glorious than he was be- 
fore. They affect our ſelves; and the avoiding the one Wick-dneſs, 
and th&embricing the other Rig htzouſneſs,” God is pleaſed to require 
and command in order to our Salvation. If n 
Y 3 Salvation is of. chat Nature and Importance, in the true No- 
io of It, that' whatever P Jace, Or P erſon, N or other mean E be ap- 
pointed for the effecting and promoting of it, ought to have our par- 
ticular zflegm'and regard. Salvation implies a State of endleſs Bliſs, 
of n of abſolute And 2 Felicity; both 
of Soul and: Bb Pr On the Heavens. Which is undoubred- 
y the higheſt and moſt valuable of all Bteflings; 'and*tmoft*to be 
eſteemed and promoted by us, however it be ſo fadly and generally 
neglected. It our People had but true, deep and lively Impreſſions 
hereof on their Hearts, there would be nothing found more lovely, 
and Amable in-rhir Sight, than whar e e for the inlhing 
and effect "g it.“ 8g much for this Second Motive. © © 
„If after Salvation, it might be fſuppösd, that a Tempora} 


. Mosi, l njehr be fü d, that a Tempota 
Advantage were of Ay Inipreſioti! a Third Motive ſhould be this, The 
great Bleſſings whi Þ accrue to thoſe, in whoſe Eyes God's Tabera- 
cles de Amjable, even here in this World. Let foraſmuch as this 
Conſideration hath its, Freight and Influence on ſuch as are ſwayed 
more by Sence than Faith, and 7 Enjoyments, more than. by 
future Eæprllations; I my (T Hope) Profitably enforce it a little. 
Give me leave therefore to inſtance in a few of thoſe many Bleſſings 
which attend ſuch in the preſent Life, as love the Houſe of God. 

1. They become hereby entitled to Proſperity and Succeſs in their 
Temporal Affairs. Godlineſs and Religion, and diligent Attendance 
upon God's Publick Worſhip,” is not without Promiſes of a pechliar 
Bleſſing, even hete below. According'to-rhar of the Apoſte, Godli. 
neſs Path the promiſe | of - this * ar we as that whith ig to 


COME, 


74 me Bea of God's Houſe Diſpledd. 
come x. And if it doth not always produce our Hap- 
* Tim. 4. 3, pineſs, as a Natural, it entitles us unto it as a Moral 
Cauſe. For Almighty God. hath a peculiar reſpett to- 
wards thoſe, who are upright in his Houſe, and, tender, of his Ho- 
nour. Thoagh a Sinner may do Evil an hundred times, and his Days 
may be prolong'd, yet ſurely I know, faith Solomon , it 
x Eccl. 8.12. Hall be well with thoſe which fear God, which fear be- 
fore him. There is a peculiar Providence encompaſſing 
| thoſe round about g, as are zealous in his Worſhip and 
1 Job 1. 10. Service, tho they do not ſee. itz a5 there is a dreadful 
Curſe hanging over them, that 'd&{piſe or neglect it, 
tho? they may not fear any ſuch thing g 
What Encouragement we have to reſpett the Houſe and Ordinan- 
ces of God in particular, we may infer from that of the P/a/miſt 
— Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem; they ſha#l proſper that love thee, 
Pſ. 122. 6. What was the ground of that, palkovate Strain of Love, 
holy David there expreſſes towards Feruſalem? T was becauſe the 
Houſe of God was there, or to be there, v. g. Beeaufe of. the , Houſe 
of the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy goed. They that, wiſh: well to 
Feruſalem, where the Temple is the true Worſhip and Service of God 
is celebrated ſhall fare the; better for it, even in this World, They 
ſhall proſper that love. her — Their temporal Affairs, and:Concerns, 
ſhall ſpeed much the better for it: They ſhall thrive and flouriſh in 
their, Eſtates, in their Perſons, in their Families, alundantly the more 
upon this account. i 1 1% bee ano 1 aon: 771 et 
We may obſerve ity and as a. particular Judgment (one might 
think) of God upon them, of ſome Worldly People, that negſeh 
God's Houſe, and profane. his Day, and unf down-hinkes 
and thither, in purſuit of their carnal Dehgnsand, Projects, hardly 
one of them, does. proſper in. the World.;, They, are poor, indigent, 
beggarly, as well in Body as in Mind; as well in Goods as in Grace; 
And how can they look it ſhould be otherwiſe ? Can they expect the 
Bleffing of God upon any thing they do, who ſlight and neglect his 
wiſe and gracious Inſtitutions ?, Or think the Lord will proſper any 
thing they have, .as.deſpiſe his Ordinances ? No, far from. 
But then ſee what Fenn pang is promiſed to thoſe who re-. 
Frain doing their own Pleaſure upon the Sabbath, in the 58. i, 13, 
14. If thou turn away thy foot from doing thy Pleaſure on my Holy- 
* day, and call the Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the Lord Honoura- 
* ble, and fhalt honour him, not doing thy own ways, nor finding 
* thine own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own Words, then ſhalt thou 
delight thy ſelf in the Lord; and I will cauſe thee (faith he) to 
ide upon the high Places of the Earth, and feed thee with the 
Heritage 
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and Conſecrated Places for Religious Worſhip Vindicated. 75 
Heritage of Jacob thy Father; for the Mouth of the Lord hath 
* ſpoken it. | | 

| And for the better Encouragement of his People to attend his Ser- 
vice, it is very remarkable, that he promiſed the I/-ae/ites to look 
after their Concerns ! at home, while they and their Families went 
yearly. up to his Temple, that neither their Enemies ſhould invade 
them, nor any Evil befal them in the mean time. Nor can we think 
our Saviour Chriſt has leſs reſpect to thoſe who attend duely and 
ſincerely on his Worſhip, under the Goſpel, than God had to them, 
who were obliged with their Families, to offer up their Sacrifices 
once a Year at Feruſalem under the Law. But then = 
. 2dly,; This farther yields us here Peace of Conſcience, the moſt va- 
luable Bleſſing in the World. If we love the Houſe of God, and 
attend it as we ought, 'twill bring us that Peace, which as the Vo 
cannot give, ſo it cannot zake away from us. It will be a great Com- 
fort, and Satisfaction, that we have done our Duty; that in ſome 
gracious meaſure, we have anſwer d the Will and Commands of our 
Bleſſed Saviour. When we lin, there's nothing remains of that, but 
the Sting of Guilt, which ſticks faſt in the Conſcience —. Here la- 
teri lethalis Arundo — Whereas, what Offices of Piety and Religion 
we perform, though with much pain or hazard, the Remembrance 
thereof brings Delight and Comfort to the Soul; proves ſweeter to 
it _ _ or the Honey-Comb ,. is dearer to it than Gold, or much 

ne Gold. 1 5 5 | 
# Now we can hardly propoſe, to wiſe and judicious People, an 
higher or nobler Motive than this is, to engage them to love, eſteem, 
and frequent God's Houſe, and God's Ordinances, That it will bring 
a Man Peace at the laſt; that amidſt all the Storms and Tempeſts 
that rage without him, he is able to ſay in the Words of the Come- 
dian — At mihi plaudo domi — All is well inwardly, no Wars, no 
Jars, no Convulſions are found there. And this, the Teſtimony of 2 
good Conſcience, is better than a thouſand Witneſſes. 

However, they who now neglett and ſlight the Houſe and Ordi- 
nances of God, ſeem to bear it out merrily and jocundly before Men, 
they often meet with ſecret: Girds and Objurgations in their own 
Breaſts, | in private, : which ſometimes bring them even to their 
Wits end; and they are forced to apply themſelves to the Ano- 
dine of Drink, or Company, or Play, or the like, to drown the 
noiſe within. But what will they do at laſt, when their own 
Conſciences ſhall be their Accuſers, and fly in their Faces? When 
they ſhall be forſaken of themſelves and all the World too? Shanr 
have one Word of Apology cr Excuſe left, why they ſhall not be 
ſent quick down into Hell, and 1 into everlaſting * 

| 7 his 
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This will prove to be your Condition one Day, withöut Repentance, 
who now neg/et? Reproof, and deſpiſe Admonition. However, now 
you {light the Ordinances of the Goſpel, and brave thoſe who adviſe 
you to your Duty, yet know a time is coming (and may be nearer 
than you are aware of) when you ſhall oven! and acknowledge, That 
one Lord's Day well ſpent: in the :Houfernf Gbdyro#d the Kerr, of 
Religion, the ſerious 'remembrance* thereof: will: yield yau more tine 
Comfort and Satisfaction, than all that ever you ſpent in your worldly 
gt Affaire, or your moſt ſenſuul Gratiſfrationt. As an emi- 
. Sir Jen nent Staſeman, ſome 1aid 1, if hiw,ere to live again, 
Tad, raj he would exchange the whole Eife ne had lived im the 
Warn. Palace, fr one Hours Enjoy aint of: Gad in the Chapel. 
A things elſe forfake me, ſaĩd he, beſiden my, Gad, my 
Duty, and my Prayer. So that let chis Confideration move you, to 
love that which is ſo truly Amiable, that it will bring you the trueſt 

Comfort and Satisfaction, you will meet with in all your Life. 
4. Motive, A Fourth Motive to: engage: you to love and delight in 
God's Houſe is this, That your neglettl of it may provoke God, in 
his Juſtice, to ſhut the doors there; againſt you. He may reward you 
| in kind, as he did thoſe the Apoſt/e ſpeaks of *; even as 


* Rom. 1.28. they did not like to retain God in their | Knowledge, fo 


God gave them over to a mind void of Judgment, to do 


the things that are not convenient. Nou do not love God's Houſe, 


and God may reſolve, you ſhall no more frequent it; you do not now 


delight in it, and God may purpoſe, "That you ſbunt much longer en- 

9 10 4 | neee 1 9 
f Give me leave boldly to tell you this, That our Peoples great In- 
differency towards Religion, and their neglect of the weighty In/ti- 
tutions thereot, looks like a ſad Prognoſtick, That God may be about 
to take away from them what they ſe little value: And for the Re- 
Jorm'd Liturgy, to ſend them a Superſtitious Service; for the Holy 
Sacrament, an Idolatrous Maſs, and for Sermons twice a Day, only 
Tome once a Tear; as is the Practice in ſome Places beyond the Seas. 
If therefore Popery ſhould ever come, to be-again obtruded upon the 
Nation (which God forbid, though ſome time or other for- our Unz 
truitfulneſs it may) I dread to think, in what Shoals People will 


run out and embrace it. For can we think, that they who now cafe 
nothing for Prayers, will ſuffer any thing rather : than go to: Meſs , 


that they who now part at the bowing at the holy Name of Feſus, 
will undergo any Hardſhip for not bowing to an Image? They who 
deſpiſe the true Religion, will certainly never make any great Scru- 
ple to embrace a falſe : And they who-efteem all alike, will be ſure 
to be of that Profeſhon (if they mult be of one) which they ca 

makes 


follow upon the Lord 


* 


o y A< x. * 
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makes moſt for their ſecular Advantage, how erroneous or ſuperſti · 


tious ſoever it may be. 


Beſides, what reaſon have any to think that God ſhould continue 
a Bleſfing, which People begin (but too generally) to-deſpiſe ? which 
they don't eſteem as any Bleſſing at all? You are now indifferent 
whether you come to Church or no; and God may come to reſolve, . 
That you ſban't come if you would : Now you won't hear the good 
Word of God; a time may come that you hart. He may, in his 
Juſtice, ſend a Famine among you, not of Bread, nor a thirſt for Wa- 
ter, but of hearing the Word of the Lord. When you ſhall wander 


from Sea ſo Sea, and from the North even' to the Eaſt; and ſhall run 


to and fro to ſeek the Word of the Lord, and ſpall not find it, Amos 


8. 11,12. This may ſometime come to be your Cafe. There is no 


particular Church, if it ſhould Apoſtatize either in Faith or Pradlice, 
that hath any Promiſe from Chriſt of a perpetual Continuance. We 
know thoſe Seven Famous Aſian Churches, that were ſometime ſo 
dear to God, as we ſee in the Revelation of St. John, are now all 
deftroyed-:- it 5H: 4 e a 
And are not theſe things able to move you to a due and diligent 
Attendance upon God's Houſe and Sanctuary, whilſt he 
is pleaſed to continue them? Remember that of our * Joh. 12. 335. 
Saviour d with which I ſhall conclude this Motive, 


yet a little while and the Light is with you, Walk while ye haue the 


Light, left Darkneſs come upon you. | 
2. Secondly, I proceed to what I farther promiſed, and that is to 
lay before you ſome Directions for the facilitating of this Work, and 


your better Performance of the ſame. Which I ſhall diſtribute into 


two Ranks; 


1. Into Negative Directions. And : u 0h 
2. Into Paſitive Inflruftions. ,  - 8 22 

1. Firft, For the Negative Directions; if you would duely love, 
and eſteem the Houſe and Ordinances: of God, there are ſome things 
you muſt not do. As? „CCC 
1. You muſt not Doat too much on the Amiableneſs of this World 
nor too mueh admire the Beauty of it. I mean the Enjoyments of the 
World, which are of various kinds. Unto which many ſo inordinate- 
I addict themſelves, that they quite take them off from a Love to 

God's Houſe, and all that belong to it. Such as are 
1. Worldly Pleaſures; Sports, Recreations, Paſtimes, Entertain. 
ments, and unneceſſary Viſits; which many will chuſe to make and 
fs Day, to the hindrance of God's Public Mor. 
Hip and Service. For thus may we perceive them following their 
ſeveral Fancies, ſome in walking the Streets, ſome in Wwe . 
$7.31 | e-houſes, -. 
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78 The Beaity of God's Houſe Diſplayed, © . + 
Ale-houſes or Taverns, ſome in ranging the Fields, and ſome other- 
ways: But while they thus give up their minds to theſe "things, no 
wonder God's Houle is no more Amiable in their Eyes. But then 

2. Some are hinder'd herein, by an inordinate Love of Wealth and 
Riches; they will be Rech, they are reſolv'd, whatever it may coſt: 
This is wholly in their Aim, their Defire, their Purſuit z and it God's 
Houſe ſhall ſtand in their way, in this ſence, ' they can leap over 

* Churches. The World hangs fo heavy upon them, and hugs them ſe 
cloſe, all the Week before, that they can't or won't caſt it off upon 
the Lord's Day. Hence they contentedly forſake and negle& the 
Lord's Tabernacles, Day after Day; Week after Week; even for 
many Weeks and Months together. | TT 

Infomuch that I muſt acknowledge, that 1 deſpair of ever ſeeing an 
e of Peoples coming ſo late and ſo ſeldom to Church, 
ſo long as ſee them ſo Morlaly minded. For you may take this as 
an undoubted Truth, That you can never love the Houſe of God as 

you ought, ſo long as you love the World moore than you ought. If then 
ou would have your Hearts duely affected with the Beauty of God's 

Houſe, take the Apoſt/cs Advice, Love not the World, nor the things 

which are in the World. Thar's the firſt. 

2. Secondly, Another Direction is this; If you would be duely af- 
feed with the Amiableneſs of God's Tabernacles, you muſt not 
too much indulge the Fleſh : You muſt not gratifie Soth and Lazineſs. 
This never effected any noble Exploit; nay, twill hardly take due 
care for its own Suſtentation: According to the Obſervation of So- 
lomon, A ſlothful Man hideth his hand in his Boſom, and will not ſo 
much as bring it to his mouth again, Prov. 19. 24. Tis no great La- 
2 * put the hand to the Mouth, yet the S/yggard will hardly 

O that. | ND 

But in nothing more, do 2 generally avoid the taking of Pains, 
than in the Concerns of ot gs ©. ris the things of God. When 

| | they are call'd upon, to undertake theſe 

* N 5 . : 
ah Les 2 N things, they are like Perſons ſtruck with the 
Marin. . Torpedo *, they can hardly move either hand 


| | or foot; they have neither hands zo fl bt the 
good Fight of Faith; nor feet to run the way of God's Commandments. 


Or elſe they cry our with the {lothful Man, mentioned by Solomon, 
O there is a Lyon in the way; a Lyon is in the Streets, Prov. 26. 13+ 
They cry out of Lyons, of great and terrible Dangers, when there are 
none at all, unleſs in their own lazy, and drowzy Ima- 

nations — Mille pericula fingunt ubi nulla ſunt F — 

hey fancy a thouſand Hazards when there are none 
Where, and in the following Verſe, the Wife Man gives a 


true 


+-Lav. in Loc. 


at all. 
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true Deſcription of a Sluggard; as the door turneth uton bis hinges, 
fo doth the fothful upon his Bed. A Door doth not turn voluntarily, 
bur by Violence and Force; ſo he unleſs ſtir'd and moved, as it were 
by force, he is as dead and heavy as a Door. And when called up- 
on to ariſe, and mind his Eternal Concerns, he crieth out — Tet 2 
little Sleep, a little Slumber, a little folding of the bands to ſleep, Prov. 
6. 9, 10. But what enſueth? See that, at the next v. So /ha/lthy 
Poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want az an armed man, 
t: e. violently and irreſiſtably. | 

Thus many, when calbd upon to ariſe, and, go early and betime, 
to God's Houſe and Service, are ſo holden down by their:Sloth and 
Lazineſs, that they are not able move. Then a rhouſand Difficul- 
ties and Excuſes ariſe of a ſuddain, They are not toell, they are weary, 
they are ſleepy; tioas late ꝭ er they came. home the laſt night (whereas 
*twould. have been more for their Credit to have been at home ſoon- 
er): Or elſe they find fault with the Heather, That tis 100 hot or too 
cold; tis wet or tis windy; or with the way, that *tzs dirty; or froſiy 
and Supper and ſo pretend great Danger and great Inconveniencies; 
thus a lazy, flothful Perſon, is never without Excuſes. 

Now this is a Dz/e/e that ſeizes upon many People, at no time 
but upon Sundays. None of theſe things are ever complain'd of all. 
the Week; they are no, hindrances to their Worldly Affairs. As ill 
as they pretend to be, they are abroad late on the Saturday, and early 
on the Monday: The Way and Weather is well enough to goa great 
deal farther. for their Pleaſure or their Profit. So tis a kind of a 
profane ſort of Lazineſs they are troubled with; a Spiritual Let bargy, 
which is the moſt dangerous of all other; a Drowzineſs and Sleepi- 
neſs of Soul, which renders them unfit for any Duties of Religion. 
But as in a Natural. Lei hargy, they who are troubled therewith, of- 
ten ſleep om to Death; ſo they who are under this Spiritual Lethargy, 
may juſtly Har they Hall ſteep on to Hell, and never wake, but in 
Devouring Flames. | => REP | 

If then you would affect the Houſe of God as you ought; and 
eſteem it truly Amiable, you muſt not yield to the Inclinations of 
the-Fleſh, of Sloth or Lazineſs.; for then you will never. diſcharge 
your: Duty as you ought, either to God or Man, you muſt therefore 
mortifie your Affections; and ſhake off from you this Spiritual Lagi- 
neſs, as what is like to prove of moſt pernicious Conſequence: And 
reſolve to.arile ſooner on the Lord's Day (if there be occaſion) than 
at other times. As conſidering the Work you have to do upon this 
Day, is of much greater,Conſequence and Neceſſity, than any: other 
thing in the World. ..You toil and labour for a ſhort, uncertain tem- 
pozal Life, which how ſoon. it may be on the Wing you cannot 14 
8 . 


"bo Tue Beauty of God's Houſe Dith, 
And all the while can neglect Life Eternal. What worſe than Child- 


call'd in Scripture the Old Serpent, for his cunning and 


iſh Folly and: Vanity is here? 


Remember that of our Bleſſed Saviour to his drowzy Diſciples, 
Hat could you not watch with me vne hour? So, what can't you 


ariſe ſooner on the Lord's Day, than ordinary, by ore Hour If Peo- 
ple would but do ſo, I mean they who have neceſſary Affairs to diſ- 
patch at home, before they go they might timely enough adjuſt them, 
to be at Church in due Seaſon. But like Lot in Sodom, they are loth 


to ſet out; they /znger all they can, as if they were afraid they ſhould 


be out of Danger, and into the way of Peace and Safety too ſoon. If 
you can't be perſwaded unto this, you manifeſt to all the World, 
That you value the Houſe of God, the Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 
your own Soul at a low rate, when all of them are not worth an hours 


waking, or a Mile or two's walking. 


3. A Third Direction is this, Don't yield to any of the cunning 
Suggeſtions, and Inſinuations of the Devil. You have already heard, 
what an Enemy he is to God's Houſe, and what an Hinderer of his 
Service; and how much he endeavours to bring unwary Souls, out 
of a Love to both. | EN] 


I pray you to conſider therefore, when you are at any time tempted 


to abſent your ſelves from God's Tabernacles, and to ſtay away from 


his Worſhip upon any carnal or worldly Excuſe whatever, that that 
wicked Suggeſtion doth come from the Devil. He is a ſubtle Sperit 

| tong Experience 
in the World. He is undoubtedly the beſt Phy/logromift that is; beſt 
skill'd (beyond any other) in Faces and Inclinations. He knows the 
Tempers and Diſpoſition of People, much better than they themſelves 
do; what they are moſt addicted to, what doth ſway them moſt, 


and what Temptations will ſooneſt prevail: And by theſe, as b ſo 


many Tools, he works; and brings about his ends, in hindring the 
Service of God. Like a cunning Artiſt, he hath not the ſame I. 


ſtruments, to work upon all, but divers: Becauſe he fees all are not 


of a like Inclination, and Diſpoſition. He very well knows what 
will ſway one, ſhall have no Influence upon another: And what one 
loat hs, another /;kes. Hence he is wiſer than to attempt the pre- 
vailing on People by Anti pat bies, things oppoſite and contrary to 
their Humour and Diſpaſitions; but by Sympathies; ſuch things as 
are inſinuating, and agreeable. Thus for Example, doth he work,; as 
was partly noted before upon the /othful, by preſenting Difficulties 
before them in their way; That they may take cold; that they may be 
wet; that they may fall; or the like: By theſe Steps, hindiing of 
them from coming at all, Then poſſibly he ſuggeſts, 748 not ſo late 


(when the day is far ſpent) they need not make ſo much hafle; the 
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Service is Jong, andithey may.come ſoun enuugh. And: this is the Me- 
thod he takes to make them come ard. 
Upon the Proud he works after another Method; he makes them 
believe they are never Fine enough. Upon others, he works by their 

e nant 10 Swe £09 og Dato a bt, 
Others again he ſees vehemently. ſet npon the World; and fo he 
puts them upon the Lords Day to mind theit Bufineſs at home; draw- 
eng up their Accounts, adjuſting their Books, &c. or to mind theit 
Concerns abroad; they muſt. ſee their Cattle; they muſt /ook to their 
Fences; they muſt ſecure their Corn, or the like. And the Devil of- 
ten ſends People upon theſe Errands, when they have no need of it. 

And he knows, he ſhall ſoon prevail, becauſe theſe things beſt ſuit 
their Diſpoſitions and Inclinations. ' oO 

I remember I have read *, That that Wirry, as well |, 
as Learned Lord Chancellour, Sir Thomas More, writ-  * P48: Herel. 


eth of a certain Devi/, called -- Negotium — Buſineſs, © 267, 


which he faith, carrieth more to Hell than all the Devils beſides ; 
the very ſame which was in them that would not come to the Feaſt, 
mentioned in the Goſpe/; one being ſo Baſie about his Farm; another 
in trying his zew Bargain of Oxen , a third in his Obſervance of his 
late married Wife ; that by no means they could come to the Royal 
Supper. So many make or pretend Buſineſs, when they have none; 
or will adjourn over ſome little Buſineſs, (as the rating Phy/ick, or 
the like) unto the Lord's Day; to the great neglect of God, and his 
Houſe at once. Inſomuch you ſee there is a great neceſſity you are 
under, to beware of the Suggeſtions of the Devi; or you will never 
love the Houſe of Gt. $122 3h 
2. Having thus diſpatch'd theſe, I proceed to ſome more Poſitive 
Directions, what you are actually to perform. $4 
1. Be much in Meditation and Contemplation, turn your Eyes in- 
ward. The Beauty of God's Tabernacle (as I intimated before) is 
not to be ſeen ſo much with the Eyes of the Body, as of the Mind. 
 Contemplativn is the Eye of the Soul: By this we ſee things which are 
inviſible ; we diſcern the Lovelineſs, even of Spiritual Objects. And 
this way alſo, Love often ſteals into our Hearts. When we give our 
Thoughts the Liberty to! contemplate on the Colaur, Parts, Symmetry, 
and Proportion of the Object, the reſult thereof is ordinarily, an ar- 
dent Affection. And indeed; how can the Heart affect what the 
Lee 27 hd wi 5 | 
Meditation is eee a weighty Duty, greatly incumbent on 
all Chriſtians. Not a worldly, carnal, ſenſual Confiteration (which 
too many, indulge) but Holy, divine Cuntemplatian; the Lam of God 
ſhauld be our Meditation, as it was David's, all the Day, Pal. 11 2:97. 
* 4.1 IO... | Ae 
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2 e Gan Houſe: Diſpkyed,.. 0 
There would very great Advantage acerue to Rople hereby, both in 
re forming b F.C particularly their unneceſſary abſenting them 
ſel ves from the Pablick Service of God) and in performing. tobat is 
gend. ir of fle nn ots W en i its 902! 3 
The Eye is obſerv'd to be the Gate of Love, through wich it ef. 
ters. and attacks the Souł: Contemplation is the Exerciſe of the viſive 
Faculty of the Mind. By this, we may take - ſilent Vie of rhe 
Glory of God's Houſe, and a ſmall Glimpfe of the Beauty of God 
too. This was the ground of David's longing Defire, to be in the 
Houſe of che Lord. ad Conlemplandum ſo tle Cr 
+ Pol. Syn. in ig f bebbid Ihe fair Beauty of the: Lord, Pf. 2 4. 
rec. Not that David could an way diſdermit, by the bodily 
Eye; but only this way, by an holy Contemplation - Hence the more 
he beheld, the more he loved. So ſhall we alſo, if we give our 
{elves Liberty and Leiſure ſeriouſlytto meditate and conſider the Ex- 
cellencies and Advantages of God's Houſe above any other Place; the 
more we conſid er them, the more ſhatt we ſtill admire them. But 
the Miſzry and Miſchief is, People will but ſeldom employ them- 
{elves this way; they don't care to meditate, they won't think, and 
this often proves fatally dangerous. This, on putarem, expoſes to 
many Inconveniencies : But in nothing more, nor worſe, than in Mat- 
ters of Eternity. Hundreds, Thouſands, Hundreds of Thouſands, pe- 
riſh for ever, for want of due Conſideration. mn. 
What would greatly help, you both in diſcerning of the Beauty, 
and intirely aftecting of God's Houle, is, to allow your ſelves ſome 
time to ſet down and contemplate thereon. Which indeed ſhould 
be the parricular Exerciſe of your thoughts, as ſoon as you awake, 
eſpecially every Lord's Day Morning : It ſhould be the Exerciſe of 
vour Minds, at other times alſo; but this ſeems to be — obi #2; in 
die ſuo — the proper Work of the Day. Meditate on the place to 
which you are obliged to go; that 'tis to God's Houſe, which he 
hath a peculiar Right unto. And farther, what you go thither for; 
that *ris to pay that Religious Worſhip you owe to your great Creator, 
and moſt merciful Redeemer ; that tis to meet God in his Ordinances, 
as well for your own Eternal Good, as for his G/ory. That there are 
tranſacted Matters of Eternal Moment, and the great Myleries of 
our Salvation are there diſpenced : There we may Jpeak to God in 
\nd- there may we 
hear God, ſpeaking to us, in Preaching Peace and Tranquility to the 
Soul, of greater Value than all the World. me HAS 
If Chriſtians did but confine their thoughts to ſuch ſerious Contem. 
paring: as theſe, this (thro* the Grace of God) would kindle ſuch a 
ove and Zeal of God's Houſe in em, as would even eat them up. 
v Contemplation 
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Contemplation ſets the Arrow of Love deep into the Liver. Tho' the 
bodily Eye (as I ſaid) may diſcern, nothing more. in God's Houſe; 
than in another, as to the material part; yet the Eye of the Spirit 
diſcerns ſurpaſſing Beauty therein, in its ſpiritual Relation. So that 
if you would duely attend this Directioꝶ as you ought, it will be ſome 
way uſeful, by God's Bleſſing, towards the enkindling this Divine 
Flame in your Hearts. That's the firſt. | TEN 

2. A Second Direction is this, If you would be duely affected with 
the Amiableneſs of God's Houſe, you muſt give your Mind to it. 
There's nothing can be well done with an unwilling Mind : Nor no- 
thing is too hard for a Mind that is toilling. You muſt therefore bend 
your Thoughts and Inclinations more this way not ſet ſo coldly and 
faintly to work, but briskly, and with an unmoveable Reſolution. 
As holy David did in a like caſe, when he cried out, Away from me ye 
wicked : I will keep the Commandments of my God, Pi. 119. 115. Thus 
alſo ſhould you cry out to all Impediments, that put themſelves in 
your way, Away from me; ſtand off; ſtand oft wicked Thoughts ! 
ſtand off all finful-Pleaſures ! ſtand off deceitful Riches! Iam refolv'd 
T will keep (by his Grace) the Lord's Day as it ought; J will fre- 
quent the devout. Prayers of the Church; I will attend the Preaching 
of the Word; I will wait on the Adminiſtration of he Lord's Supper; 
I will obſerve the Ordinances of my God. Thus ſhould you fully pur- 
poſe and reſol ve; and tho”you can't keep them as you ought (which 
ſhould be your Grief) yet you ſhould keep them as well as you can, 
and that will be your Joy and Comfort. 

If you thus refolve in earzeft, what won't Reſolution effect? Faint- 
neſs prevails little, Reſolution does all things; bears down all before 
it, when it comes to this, that ir will either die or conquer. Let 
therefore, nor Height, nor Depth, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things.to come, ſeperate you from the Love of God's 
Houſe; and God's Ordinances. If you give your Mind to it, you may 
be ſure nothing will, nothing can do it. | 

*Tis true, Love can't be compell'd, it can't be forced, nor can it be 
purchaſed for Money, If ſo, Crowns and Kingdoms. would go and be 
pawn'd down, as an eaſy Bargain for it. But theſe won't always do; 
no, 'if a Man would give all the Riches of his Houſe for Love (lays 
Solomon) it would utterly be contemn'd, Cant. 8. 7. However, tho 
Love can't be forced, it may be enclined ; it may be perſwaded. Im- 
portunity, Diligence, and Perſeverance, prevail much, and often ob- 
tain beyond Hope. Perſons have ſome Power over their own Minds 
in this Buſineſs, and may bring them to love (whether Perſons, or 
Places) better than they do, it they would. The Mind lies much, 
I do not ſay wholly. in the Power of the Vill, even in Religious 

| M 2 Matters; 
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2 Tue Baty of Our Honſe-Diſplajedy." : 
Matters; as they night go ner to tlie Houſe of God, if People 
would; and earlier it they would; and they. might behaye them- 
{elves more reverently. there, if they would. That Perſons ate thus 
negligent in all theſe things, is owing to ho fatal Neceffity that com: 
pels them; but to a certain Vitioſity of Mind, and Lazineſs of Body, 
3 Het 


. 


that enclines them thereun to ! 
If People would, why can't they obe better, things that arei/ovely 2 
Tis a Violence to Nature, not to do it: and to Grace allo, if it be 
in Religious Concerns. The great Occaſion is, their too much indulg- 
ing thoſe corrupt A ffections, which they ought to put off. And un- 
til they do ſo, they will neither love nor delight in the things that 
are good. Let not then the filthy Vapours of the World, blind your 
Eyes in theſe Matters; nor tlieir gay Shews bewitch your Sight. But 
rather boldly break through all, to come to the ſweeteſt _=r ay 
ments of the Holy Jeſus, in his Bleſſed Ordinances. 
But then you may better ſtrengthen your Reſolution,” by confirm- 
ing it with pozs Vows, prudently and ſoberly made. We ſee David 
| bound himſelf with Vows.* And I ſee no Rea ſon, but a 
* pf. 116. 14. good Chriſtian may do it likewiſe. But then he muſt 
bdbe very careful; Not to vow any thing raſbly; any thing 
out of bis Power lo perform, any thing that he doth not intend; or 
cohich is not lawful for him to perform. But in ſuch things as are 
otherwiſe his Duty todo, and are within his Power, a Vow prudent: 
ly made and manag'd, may conduce ſomething. to the better promo- 
ng God's Worſhip and Service, For Example, 5 
t God ſhould give you Life and Health, and other neceſſary helps 
thereunto, what if you ſhould vote, That you will frequent the Ser- 
vice of God, in your Parochial Aſſemblies, every Lord's Day, as oft 
as it is there ſolemniz'd? What if you ſhould voro. (unleſs neceſſa- 
rily hindred) that you will always come to the very beginning of God's 
Pundlick Worſhip, and continue at it in the devouteſt Poſture you can, 
during the whole time of the Celebration? Might not this conduce 


much to the Honour of God's Houſe ? And the promoting of his Ser- 


vice? Undoubredly it would, 7. c. if ſtrictly and carefully kept, and 
perform'd ; otherwiſe theſe Vows would prove, but the Sacrifice: of 
Fools, in which God takes no pleaſure, Eccl. 5. 4. Let ſuch be ſure 
therefore to pay what. they have vowed... N 
Now this being in a Matter People might effect, if they pleaſe, i. e. 
go carly and iy es and devoutly to the Houſe of God, the Fault 
as well as the Danger, becomes their own to violate any ſuch Vow, 


if they make it. Which indeed, in effect, is no more than what they 
have already. vowed in their Baptiſm ; and every time ſince, that they 
have received the. Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; ſo that pro- 


perly, . 
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perly, this would be no new Voz, but a Confirmation of the old; 
to the ſtric Obſervation whereof, every Chriſtian Man and Woman 
is ſolemnly bound. If you would duely affect God's Tabernacles en- 
cline your Minds to it. Bs | yi 
3. Thirdly, Another Direction is this, If you would be duely affe- 
Ted with the Amzbl-neſs of God's Houſe, you muſt accuſtom your 
feloes to come 10 it, and the Holy Ordinances there adminiſtred. Ac- 
quaintance and Converſation enkindle Love and Friendſhip : Where- 
as Strangeneſs and Coyneſs beget loathing and Neglect. | 
The more you are acquainted with God, and with his Houſe, and 
with his Statutes, the more pleafant and Amiable will they ſtill be- 
come. *Tis a great Matter, er Ciuſtom is a kind of ſecond Na- 
ture; and what is Natural is pleaſant. This in nothing holds truer, 
than in the great Duties and Inſtances of Re/ijgzon. We obſerve none, 
who keep their Church better, who love the Inſtitut ions of the Goſpel 
more, than they, who from their Youth have been accuſtomed to, 
and brought up in the Practice of theſe things, as I hinted before. | 
What is the reaſon we may obſerve many ſo backward in going to | | 
Church, on Lord's Days and Holy-days ? That care not to go at all? | 
| 


or at leaſt not until it be very late? *Tis becauſe they were not fo 
happy, to be inured and accuſtomed thereunto from their Toh; or 
for a great part of their Time. They were never better educated ; 
and their I/ Education hangs about them (till, and doth fo all their 
Life long: So ill and dangerous a thing is it, for any to be brought 
up to an 2/7 habit, in reſpe& to the Ordinances of the Goſpel, from 
their tender Years. The Prophet repreſents it a Drfficulty next to an 
Inpolſibility, for one to change an Evil Cuſtom, in that apt Similitude : 
of the Ethiopian and the Leopard. Can the Ethiopian (faith he) change 
, ig Skin £ or the Leopard his Spots? Then may ye which are accuſtom- 
ed to do evil, learn to do well, Jer. 13. 23. FIR 
'Tis a difficult Matter for one that is accuſtomed to do Evil, to leave 
oft doing of Evil; and 'tis no eaſy Matter, for one who is accuſtomed- 
to do well, not to do well. *Tis a hard matter to bring one not ac- 
cuſtomed to it, to go conſtantly to Church; and 'tis no eaſy matter, 
to perſwade one that is to ſtay away from the Church. The one finds 
no pleaſure in going thither; the other none in ſtaying at home, 
the one is grieved to go, and the other is grieved to be kept back. 
Whence was it, that Holy David did fo greatly long to be in the 7 
Courts of the Lord's Houſe ? to enjoy the Gracious Preſence of Al- 
mighty God there? Long, even as the chaſed Hart after the Water- 
Brooks? Whence was it, he ſo envied the Stwallot and the Sparrots - 
their Habitation, ſo near the Altar of God? What! did this Pang of 
Devotion to God and his Houſe, ſeize on him all of a ſuddain ? No 


ty 


— 


86. The Beauty of God's Houſe Difplayed, 
etwas becauſe he had long accuſtomed himſelf herein, he had made it 
his daily Practice of a long tine. 

If then you would delight in the Amzableneſs of God's Houſe, you 
muſt attend ir frequently, early, conſtantly, until you have brought your 
ſelves to a Cuſtomand a Habit in ir. An Habit is not gotten by a few 
but by many Ade; and a Cuſtom grows up from a long continued Pra- 
ice. If you would bring your ſelves to a Cuſtom in this matter, you 
muſt not think to attain it by attending on the Lord's Houſe only ſome 
times, but conſtantly; not only now and then, but ſteadily; not only 
for a few Sundays, but for many Tears , yea, if poſſible, even from 
your Pub up. For it People do not begin it in their Duth, *cwill be 
2 hard matter to bring themſelves on to it, in their o/d Tears. _ 

You therefore, who are in your Vuth, that have this Advantage 
before you, lay hold of it; and be perſwaded to come to Church con- 
ſtantly, to come every Lord's Day both parts thereof, and to come at 
the very beginning of God's Service. fe your ſelves to this Practice 
conſtantly, without Intermiſſion; and this will bring you into a Love 
of God's Houſe, and the Amiableneſs of it, even in your O Age. Ac- 
cording to that of Solomon, Train up a Child in the way be ſhall go, 
and when be is old he will not depart from it, Prov. 22, 6. 

And you likewiſe, who have the Government of Touth committed 
to your Care, your own or others Children, whether Sone or Daughters, 
or Apprentices or Servants, be ſure that you accaſtom them to God's 
Service from their 104th, and then they won't recede from it in their 
Age. Then will they alſo bleſs God for you, That he was pleaſed to 

ive them ſuch pious Parerts, ſuch Religious Maſters and Miſtreſſes, 

uch good and faithful Ts and Governours. Then will they ſay, 
I learned to be Holy and Religious betimes, from my good Father or 
Mother, from my pious Maſter or Miſtreſs, they were conſtant, they 
were early at God's Houſe, and they were careful to bring me thither 
with 2 to my great Comfort now , O God be praiſed ! God be bleſſed 

or them. © 
J Which indeed ſhould prove an Encouragement to Heads of Families, 
and other Governours of Teuth, to diſcharge their Duty herein from 
the Good and Satisfaction it adminiſters: And becauſe the neglect 
thereof is likely to prove to themſelves and others, ſo very dangerous 

and dreadful. 10 

Now the bettex to accuſlom your ſelves, to theſe things, you may 
do well to obſerve and imitate the Example and Practice of good Peo- 
ple herein. Many are ready to follow any new Faſhion, which they 
ſee others uſe, how coſtly or Anticꝶ ſoever. But if they ſee any, who 
ate Exemplary for Religion, whole faſhion it is, to keep to their Pariſh 
Church, and to come early to God's Worſhip, they take no care to 


follow 
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follow them in that. Whereas, ſays the Apoft/e, Who will harm you 
if ye are Followers of that which is good 2 1 Pet. 3. 13. | 
So that there is hardly any Direclion more uſeful and effeQual 
than J mg ea Grace of God, to bring you over to an intire 
Love of his Tabernacles, your accuſtoming your ſelves to a due and 
conſtant Attendance, upon them. For what feemed hard and difficult 
ar firſt, (Eon makes eaſy ; and what was ſharp and ſowre, Cuſtom 
makes pleaſant. n ue 3 
Laſtly, I have only one Direction more to add to the former, and that 
is this — Apply your ſelves to diligent Prayer herein. Pray, that 
God would open your eyes, that you may ſee. the wondrous things of bis 
Law, the wondrous Beauty of his Houſe. * 
Would you know what the reaſon is you are ſo little affected with 
the Houſe of God, and rhe Ordinances of the Goſpel (ſo tranſcendent- 
ly lovely in themſelves) Tis much for want of Prayer: HY 
Te haue not, ſaith St. James *, becauſe ye ask not. Tis * C. 4. v. 2. 
becauſe People ſet out in their own Strength, and don't 4 
mind God, from whom every good Gift, and every perfed Gift. cometh. 
If you would that the Word of God, and the Duties of ke/jg107 
ſhould profit you (what is fear'd few do) you ſhould pray : Pray 
that God would accompany them with his Bleſſing, and make them 
effectual to your Ediſication: Pray that he would be pleaſed to open 
your Hearts and Eyes, as he did ſometime the Heart of Lydia, AQ. 
16. 14. Whoſe heart the Lord opened, that ſhe attended to the things 
that were ſpoken by Paul. She might have heard Paul long enough, 
even ſo long as you have done your Miniſters, and to as little pur- 
poſe, unleſs the Lord had opened ber heart, and the eyes of her Un- 
derſtanding. What's the reaſon ye have heard ſo much, and yet ſeen 
ſo little of the Beauty of God's wer ? *Tis becauſe the Eyes of your 
Underſtanding are darkned, becauſe ye are Spiritually Blind, as was 
hinted before. Who then can open the Eyes of the Blind ? None but 
the Lord eſus Chrift. He giveth Sight to the Blind, and Light to 
them that ſet in Dar&reſs, and in the Shadow of Death, to guide 
their Feet in the Way of Peace. | | 
Would you then, with St. Paul, have the Scales fall off your Eyes? 
Would you have that Oprha/mic, that Excellent Eye. Medicine, that 
will cure your Blindneſs? It may be yet found, if ſought in a due 
manner: And 1 will recommend you to the beſt Occulift, and moſt 
abſolute Phy/ic:an for the Eyes that is, one both able and willing; 
go to God by Prayer : You will be welcome to him, without a Fe; 
you may have Sight without Money, and without Price; _ ©! -- 
you may have it for the ang. But then you muſt be + Jam. 4. 3. 
{ure to as&aright ; ye at andrecerve not, ſays the Apoſtle t, becauſe 
| | ecauſe 
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1 > — becauſe ye att amiſs.*;Xou muſt ar therefore, in and troughs che 
atone Merirs of his Son : Jeſus Chriſt; you muſt att in Hit, and 
ou muſt as with Ezrneftnefs alſo: You are not to think ſo great, 
Bleflin „as whe recovery of the Sight, is to be eaffly. obtain d. "Tis - 
well, it aftetmuch ſerious Labour and Induſtry, you can be effectual 
therein, if you may be ſo happy as to prevail. Prevail you may, 1 
you are not wanting to your ſelves; and this ſhould. encourage yau 
to begin: But prevail you can't expect to, by and by; and that hand 
encourage you to perſevere. For you ſhall be ſure to reap if e font 
got, Gal. 6. 9. | Far FF 
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ConNcLUSION. 


* diſpatchd what I have to ſay, touching this e, 
and ſeaſonwv/e Subject. In handling whereof, I have declard 
nothing to you, but (according to my Conſcience and Fudgment) the 
intire Truth of God. If it hath not had that due effect upon all, 
herein more immediate concern'd, I would have with'd (as I find ir 
hath not) yet Liberavi animam meam, | havediſcharg'd my Duty, and 
the Faalt and the Danger are become theirs, upon whom it hath not. 
Thats a dreadful Threat denounced by Solomon, He that being often 
repov'd, bardeneth his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 
tit hout remedy, Prov. 29. v. 1. Tis a fearful thing for People to be 
4 Sermon Proof, to deſpiſe the good Word of God. Yet this, I fear, 
iN is the Condition of ſome among us, who have turned their Backs 
jk upon it; and, toit h a bold ſort of Profaneneſs, have therefore neglect- 
S ed their Duty the more, for being thus earneſtly perſwaded to it. 
ti However, I ſhall pray för them, in the Words of St. Stephen, Lord, 
th Lay not this ſin to their char tes HF 
. What would therefore faWher adviſe, ſhall be to the Obſervation of 
10 5 that of the Prophet Feremiab *, © Give Glory to the Lord 
fy ” 13. 16. © your God, before he cauſe Darkneſs ;- and before your 
Peet ſtumble upon the dark x of Dea 


leſt whilſt ye 
© look for Light, he turn it into the'Shadow of Death and make it 
* grols Darkneſs. But if ye will not hear, my Soul ſhall weep in 
* tecret Places for your Pridez and mine Eye thall weep ſore; and 
run down with Tears. To which I ſhall. only add, that of our Ble/- 
= e Saviour , and conclude: Now ye know theſe things, 
+ Joh. 13-17. DPappy are ye if ye do them, Which God, of his Mercy, 
grant we all may, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord: To 
whom, with-the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all'the Honour, and 
all the Glory, for ever and ever, nen 


